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THE CSB (IN)COURAGE DEVOTIONAL BIBLE is an invitation for all women 
to find their stories within the tapestry of the greatest Story ever told—God’s 
Story of Redemption. Featuring devotions by over one hundred writers of the (in)
courage community, the CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible provides resources for 
women to explore the Bible, dive deep into Scripture, record their own stories, 
and find themselves among friends. Readers will experience Scripture in new 
ways in the company of women willing to “go first” with everyday stories that 
bear witness to God’s grace to find beauty in brokenness and hope in the hard. 
(in)courage is a vibrant online community, reaching thousands of women every 
day, welcoming them just the way they are, offering a space to breathe, loving 
support, and resources for meaningful connection.

FEATURES INCLUDE:

312 Devotions by 122 (in)courage community writers
10 distinct thematic Reading Plans 
66 Book Introductions connecting each book of the Bible  
to the whole biblical narrative
Stories of courage from 50 women of the Bible
Journaling Space
Topical index
Two-column text
Theme verses
Specialized presentation page 

The CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible  features the highly readable, highly reliable 
text of the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB stays as literal as possible to the 
Bible’s original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier to engage with 
Scripture’s life-transforming message and to share it with others.
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Features
Hope in the Hard                                 Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.”  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations His people 
have hope that reflects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard--sometimes even impossible--God’s 
people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the encouragement we 
need to face our own hard and find hope in our Savior.
 

Imperfect Hospitality               Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Love your neighbor”  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality was never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God. 

Intentional Gratitude               Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many exam-
ples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as reminders 
of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances                 Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for man, the Bible is full of individual examples of how He 
graciously poured out His love to His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed through 
the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His patience and 
grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are deserving, but 
because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave                Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not that they 
live in fear, but that they live in the confidence that He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but who chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in 
their lives.

Devotional Themes

THEMES

2000

THEMES

2001

Beautiful Brokenness              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed these broken people, 
their stories, their families, and their futures by His grace.  While the stories of these people may seem wrought with 
brokenness and despair, God always turns that brokenness into beauty. Our brokenness reflects the beauty of His grace. 
God chooses to use broken people every day, and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is Christ.  
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we were all 
given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather 
enough for that day.”  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. In 
the same way He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His people 
throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right amount. Here 
you’ll find encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love with His ever flow-
ing grace.

Everyday Leadership              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith.” HEBREWS 13:17

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through men and women He appoints as leaders. 
But, God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leadership show-
cases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zone to lead others, pointing them to the truth. Their 
leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know. Their stories give us confidence that God can and will use 
our lives to lead others and continually point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose             Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.”  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He lost His life but saved His friends. He cared for His friends, chal-
lenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of friendship, 
Scripture is full of beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares for, and gives life. May we 
see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.

H ope in the Hard READING PLAN 
WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Psalm 25 Hope for the Long Days* Anna Jackson, p. 53
2 Luke 13 Jesus Understands Our Hard Brenda Walters, p. 72
3 Genesis 21 God’s Intimate Care for the Overlooked Crista Peters, p. 53
4 Isaiah 40:1-20 Observe How the Wildflowers of the Field Grow Diane Lawson, p. 102
5 Jude Only One Truth Emily Matthews, p. 153
6 Ezekiel 37 A Season of Preparation Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 2
7 Passage Devotional Title Name* Anna Jackson, p. 53
8 Proverbs 3:1-12 Leaning Hard and Stepping Forward Brenda Walters, p. 72
9 Exodus 10 Purposeful Suffering Crista Peters, p. 53
10 Mark 15 When Jesus Doesn’t Look Like the Savior You Wanted Diane Lawson, p. 102
11 Amos 2 Judgment for Sin Emily Matthews, p. 153
12 Judges 19 When Darkness Descends Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 3
13 Hebrews 6 My Anchor Holds Anna Jackson, p. 53
14 Psalm 16 Four Truths About Your Inheritance Brenda Walters, p. 72
15 Isaiah 43 The Only Way Out Is Through Crista Peters, p. 53
16 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 Giving and Blessing Diane Lawson, p. 102
17 Joshua 6 We Can’t Stop on Day Six Emily Matthews, p. 153
18 Lamentations 1 On Mourning Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 4
19 Luke 6:17-49 A Well-Built Life* Anna Jackson, p. 53
20 Job 28 God Sees Everything Brenda Walters, p. 72
21 2 Kings 10 Jehu Restores Israel Crista Peters, p. 53
22 Philippians 3 For the Sake of Christ Diane Lawson, p. 102
23 Daniel 9:20-27 What Happens When We Pray Emily Matthews, p. 153
24 Genesis 37 The Dream They Never Imagined Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 5
25 Genesis 18 God Remembers Your Faith Anna Jackson, p. 53
26 Judges 9 In the Darkest of Night Brenda Walters, p. 72
27 Isaiah 9 The Prince of Peace, Reconciles, and Rescues Crista Peters, p. 53
28 Deuteronomy 30 Remain Faithful Diane Lawson, p. 102
29 1 Peter 1 Genuine Faith Emily Matthews, p. 153
30 Nahum 1 The Lord Is a Stronghold Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 6
31 Psalm 131 God Is Working in the Stillness Anna Jackson, p. 53
32 Luke 16 Truly Rich Brenda Walters, p. 72
33 Genesis 25 How to Be at Peace with Your Choices Crista Peters, p. 53
34 Isaiah 7 Sharing in the Comfort Diane Lawson, p. 102
35 Ephesians 6 The Enemy And the Lover Emily Matthews, p. 153
36 1 Samuel 24 The “Not Yet” Seasons Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 7
37 John 11 Resurrection Anna Jackson, p. 53
38 Proverbs 6:16-19 The Anatomy of a Sin Addiction Brenda Walters, p. 72
39 Obadiah Edom’s Certain Judgment Crista Peters, p. 53
40 Philippians 4 Handing My Worries Over Diane Lawson, p. 102
41 Genesis 16 Trusting God in the Wilderness Emily Matthews, p. 153
42 Isaiah 40:21-31 Waiting to Soar with Wings Glenda Wilson, p. 250

*indicates a Reflective Devotion

 Friendship  
on Purpose
READING PLAN

WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 John 17 The Two Cornerstones of Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
2 Proverbs 11:9-13 Our Words Make a Difference Brenda Walters, p. 72
3 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Following His Lead Will Never Let You Down Crista Peters, p. 53
4 Ecclesiastes 11 Eternal Perspective Diane Lawson, p. 102
5 Mark 1:1-11 A Purpose-full Friendship Emily Matthews, p. 153
6 Judges 4-5 The Lord Makes a Way Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 2
7 1 Samuel 18-20 Fear, Faith, and Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
8 Luke 15 The Parable of the Lost Sheep Brenda Walters, p. 72
9 Proverbs 18:1 Isolation Isn’t the Answer Crista Peters, p. 53
10 James 5 Stray Prayers Diane Lawson, p. 102
11 Acts 28:23-28 Not Everyone’s Cup of Coffee Emily Matthews, p. 153
12 1 Kings 10 True Treasure Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 3
13 Luke 24 Friends Help Us Remember* Anna Jackson, p. 53
14 Proverbs 18:24 Closer Than a Brother Brenda Walters, p. 72
15 1 John 1 The Purpose of Salvation Crista Peters, p. 53
16 2 Kings 2 Passing the Mantle Diane Lawson, p. 102
17 Matthew 17:1-13 Real Relationships Are The Best Relationships Emily Matthews, p. 153
18 Psalm 37 For When You’re Not in The Club Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 4
19 Ruth 1 When Nothing Is Left But Love* Anna Jackson, p. 53
20 Matthew 26 When You Fail at Friendship Brenda Walters, p. 72
21 Proverbs 27:9 I Believe in Guilt-Free Friendship Crista Peters, p. 53
22 1 Thessalonians 2:1-20 Seeking Sanctified Friendships Diane Lawson, p. 102
23 Ecclesiastes 4 Two Are Better Than One Emily Matthews, p. 153
24 Philemon Philemon’s Love and Faith Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 5
25 Luke 1:1-2:20 A Beautiful Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
26 Proverbs 20:19 The Destructiveness of Gossip Brenda Walters, p. 72

*indicates a Reflective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF 
Friendship on Purpose

Eve, page 14 
Sarah, page 63 

The Bent Woman, page 188 
Ruth, page 238 

Esther, page 392

MEET THE WOMEN OF 
Hope in the Hard

Eve, page 14 
Sarah, page 63 

The Bent Woman, page 188 
Ruth, page 238 

Esther, page 392

READING PLANS

2000

READING PLANS

2001

The Fa l l
GENESIS 3

The lady made it sound so simple. All I had to do was fill out a short application to be 
approved for a credit card with a reasonable limit for a beginner. It sounded so easy. Not 
only would I have a financial backup in the case of an emergency, I would also have the 
opportunity to build my personal credit history. As I signed my name across the dotted 
line, I remember feeling a bit of concern. My parents had warned me about the perils of 
consumer debt and had encouraged me to talk to them about major financial decisions. 
But I was an adult now. I figured that as a freshman in college, it was the right time for me 
to starting making some decisions of my own.

A few weeks later the shiny new credit card arrived in the mail. My intentions were only 
to look at it. It was nice to know I owned a piece of plastic with my name on it that gave 
me more purchasing power than I had on my own. And for awhile, that’s exactly all I 
did—look.

However, the day inevitably arrived when some clothing I wanted cost more than the cash 
that I had to pay for it, and I remembered the shiny plastic card that I’d carried around in 
my purse. I convinced myself that this one purchase wouldn’t harm anything and I reached 
inside of my wallet to grab that card and put it to use. Initially, nothing terrible happened. 
But I’d crossed a boundary line that had been put in place for my protection and I knew 
it. And it wasn’t long before the consequences of that one lone signature started to show 
up. The balance on the the card increased over time, and unintended consequences of 
burdensome debt resulted.

Like the warning my parents had given me, God gives us warnings and instructions for 
our own good. In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it and called 
it good. Yet only three chapters in, the first man and woman make a decision that forever 
changed things for every person that would come after them. Adam and Eve didn’t take 
God at His Word. They engaged in conversations, thoughts, and, eventually, actions that 
moved them away from the original plan God had for them.

In Genesis 2:16-18, God gave clear instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. In Genesis 3, we see what happens when we don’t take seriously the 
guidelines and boundaries that God gives us.

One day, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent and did to Eve what he has continued 
to do to all people throughout history. He deceived her. He started by questioning God’s 
Word and omitting God’s goodness (v. 1). God granted them freedom to eat from all 
trees in the garden with the exception of one. Satan focused Eve’s attention on what she 
couldn’t have instead of everything God had given her.

Not only did Satan recount God’s Word incorrectly, Eve did too. She added to what God 
said (v. 3). Then after Eve’s attempt to offer a rebuttal to Satan’s false claim, Satan flat out 
called God a liar (v. 4) and told Eve that there would be no consequences, when God had 
clearly said otherwise.

Eve fell for it. She chose to go with what made sense to her in the moment and ignore the 
warning God had given her and her husband. She invited her husband to participate in 
disobeying God. As a result, their perfect life in the Garden of Eden came to an end as a 
consequence of their sin.

The good news is that God still pursued a relationship with them. First, He went looking 
for Adam and Eve. He sought them out even when they were hiding from Him in guilt and 
shame (v. 8-9). God invited them to face their sin and be honest about what they had done 
(v. 11). He cursed Satan and provided a solution for victory over him through the birth of 
Christ Jesus (v. 15). While Adam and Eve still had to face the consequences of their choic-
es, God covered them (v. 21). He showed them tough love by protecting them from doing 
more damage in the world than they’d already done (vv. 22-24).

Most of us have experienced, either first hand or by watching others, what can happen 
when we don’t follow God’s direction. We call the sin of Adam and Eve “The Fall” but the 
truth is that we all fall. Like Eve, many of us focus more on what we can’t have and show a 
lack of gratitude for what God has provided. When we don’t embrace the truth of God’s 
Word, there will be consequences. Some consequences are immediate and obvious. Oth-
ers appear over time and subtly erode God’s plans for our lives. In either case, one conse-
quence is always the same—sin separates us from fellowship with God.

But even when we fall, and we all fall (Rm 3:23), there is good news. First, the same God 
that showed mercy, grace, and redemptive love in Genesis is the God who offers us the 
same gift today and everyday. Like He covered Adam and Eve, He is willing to cover us 
with His saving, redeeming blood.

Second, we have the opportunity each and every day to choose to obey God’s Word. 
Believing what God has said is our powerful defense against the deception of the enemy 
and the pitfalls and consequences that may follow.

Eventually, the consequence of my decision became so overwhelming that I, despite the 
shame and guilt I felt, talked to my parents about it. They were disappointed in my choices 
but also expressed their commitment to guide me to a better financial place. The good 
news was they were willing to cover me with love and wisdom as I moved forward. They 
did however, require me to cut up the card.

God always provides a way for us to regain fellowship with Him. God offers forgiveness 
and a solution to the consequences that we face because of the victory we have in Jesus 
Christ. God desires to cover us. It is not His desire that any of us should perish spiritually 
or experientially. While sometimes, that involves showing us tough love, His love is always 
aimed at our ultimate good.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 _Have you faced consequences for your disobedience to God?
 _How did God correct you?
 _How did you experience God’s protection and compassion through His correction?

Second Chances
Devotional Reading Plan, page <?>
Author Index, page <?>

Themes
Throughout the (in)courage 
Devotional Bible you’ll fi nd ten 
themes. These themes provide 
a picture of the consistency of 
the message of Scripture. Each 
is marked with a specifi c color 
and design. Each theme cor-
responds with a reading plan, 
devotions, women of courage, 
and two beautifully designed 
Scripture verses.

Reading Plans
Each theme has a specifi c reading plan that corresponds 
with Bible passages and devotions. The reading plans 
range from fi ve to seven weeks, with each day of the plan 
containing Scripture and a devotional reading. The reading 
plans provide a complete look at the theme throughout 
Scripture. 

Devotions
Throughout the Bible there are 260 devotional 
pieces full of personal stories and connection. 
These devotions are designed to help us connect 
with the story of Scripture and further understand 
how God works in our lives individually. 

Refl ective Devotions
Throughout the (in)courage Devotional Bible 
you’ll fi nd 52 refl ective devotions. These 
devotions are designed to begin each week 
of Scripture reading and are the anchors of 
the reading plans. Each refl ective devotion 
includes refl ection questions and space for 
journaling. 
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opportunity to build my personal credit history. As I signed my name across the dotted 
line, I remember feeling a bit of concern. My parents had warned me about the perils of 
consumer debt and had encouraged me to talk to them about major financial decisions. 
But I was an adult now. I figured that as a freshman in college, it was the right time for me 
to starting making some decisions of my own.

A few weeks later the shiny new credit card arrived in the mail. My intentions were only 
to look at it. It was nice to know I owned a piece of plastic with my name on it that gave 
me more purchasing power than I had on my own. And for awhile, that’s exactly all I 
did—look.

However, the day inevitably arrived when some clothing I wanted cost more than the cash 
that I had to pay for it, and I remembered the shiny plastic card that I’d carried around in 
my purse. I convinced myself that this one purchase wouldn’t harm anything and I reached 
inside of my wallet to grab that card and put it to use. Initially, nothing terrible happened. 
But I’d crossed a boundary line that had been put in place for my protection and I knew 
it. And it wasn’t long before the consequences of that one lone signature started to show 
up. The balance on the the card increased over time, and unintended consequences of 
burdensome debt resulted.

Like the warning my parents had given me, God gives us warnings and instructions for 
our own good. In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it and called 
it good. Yet only three chapters in, the first man and woman make a decision that forever 
changed things for every person that would come after them. Adam and Eve didn’t take 
God at His Word. They engaged in conversations, thoughts, and, eventually, actions that 
moved them away from the original plan God had for them.

In Genesis 2:16-18, God gave clear instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. In Genesis 3, we see what happens when we don’t take seriously the 
guidelines and boundaries that God gives us.

One day, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent and did to Eve what he has continued 
to do to all people throughout history. He deceived her. He started by questioning God’s 
Word and omitting God’s goodness (v. 1). God granted them freedom to eat from all 
trees in the garden with the exception of one. Satan focused Eve’s attention on what she 
couldn’t have instead of everything God had given her.

Not only did Satan recount God’s Word incorrectly, Eve did too. She added to what God 
said (v. 3). Then after Eve’s attempt to offer a rebuttal to Satan’s false claim, Satan flat out 
called God a liar (v. 4) and told Eve that there would be no consequences, when God had 
clearly said otherwise.

God Remembers Your Faith 
GENESIS 18:1-15

Have you ever said you had faith, when in truth, you didn’t? Have you ever had angst 
in your soul only to pretend things were okay? Have you ever secretly felt like a have-not 
when it comes to the blessings God gives to His children? I have.

For most of my adult life, I’ve struggled with chronic health issues having to do with Lyme 
disease. Due to a significant health flare, I need to see my doctor once a week. He’s a 
brilliant doctor and a fellow believer. I walked into his office one day with a plastic smile 
on my face and told him I was doing all right. But under my skin, deep in my soul, where all 
our twisted emotions seem to gather, I felt only discouragement and despair.

This wise doctor took one look at me and knew that the pain in my eyes didn’t match the 
forced smile on my face.

He said to me, “We’ll get to your symptoms in a minute. Come over here and sit down.”

I dutifully obeyed.

He then leaned in and made an observation that completely undid me. “I know this has 
been a long, tough battle for you. I can tell you’re a responsible person. You felt like you 
let your kids down all those years ago when you were sick as a young mom. And now that 
you’re once again not feeling well, you’re afraid to let down those who count on you. But 
at some point you have to open your hands, surrender, and trust God with this part of your 
story. I want you to do something for me. Open your hands and say, ‘Jesus, I accept me, 
and I trust You.’ Do it. Say those words for me.”

I looked up at him, opened my mouth to speak, and let out a guttural sob instead. I think I 
drained every last tear from my body. He continued, “You must understand that self-con-
tempt will do more damage to your soul and to your cells than any disease ever could. This 
battle is not all up to you. More rests on God’s shoulders than on yours. You can trust Him. 
He will bring you through this.”

I realized in that moment that it’s not our small faith that keeps us from inheriting the 
promises that God has for us. We need only a small seed. Rather, it’s unbelief that blocks 
our view of Him. I had no idea that I’d held myself in contempt over something I couldn’t 
control. I didn’t realize that my limited perspective on my circumstances and my negative 
view of my weaknesses were the things that kept me from expectantly looking for God to 
break through.

I wonder if Abraham’s wife, Sarah, felt the same way.

Sarah and Abraham’s bodies were as good as dead. Almost, pretty close to, but not quite 
yet, dead. Imagine. Amidst such impossible circumstances, God spoke a promise to them: 
“You are going to bear a son. And he will be a seed of a nation. And you will have descen-
dants that outnumber the grains of sand on the shore” (my paraphrase).

Mind-boggling, yes? How would you respond? Put yourself in Sarah’s shoes. Her skin is pa-
per-thin. Gravity has won the day. Her joints ache and creak. She shuffles through her daily 
routine much slower than she used to. And she does so with a broken heart. Her womb is not 
only withered and old; it’s still barren. So how does Sarah respond to God’s pronouncement? 
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dants that outnumber the grains of sand on the shore” (my paraphrase).

Mind-boggling, yes? How would you respond? Put yourself in Sarah’s shoes. Her skin is pa-
per-thin. Gravity has won the day. Her joints ache and creak. She shuffles through her daily per-thin. Gravity has won the day. Her joints ache and creak. She shuffles through her daily 
routine much slower than she used to. And she does so with a broken heart. Her womb is not routine much slower than she used to. And she does so with a broken heart. Her womb is not 
only withered and old; it’s still barren. So how does Sarah respond to God’s pronouncement? 

Grasping to Pre va i li ng
GENESIS 32

I was staring at a blank email document. My cheeks were wet with tears. I was attempt-
ing to write the words that would tell my pastors I had to step down from small group 
ministry. It was one week shy of the small-group launch. All that remained were final de-
tails—a few phone calls, really. And I couldn’t do it. I was overcome with paralyzing and 
debilitating anxiety.

It felt like dying, admitting that regardless of how long I’d been a Christian or in church 
leadership, I was a broken mess. Maybe I could tell you that Jesus was my Savior, but how 
it frustrated me that I couldn’t save myself.

I wanted to do better, be better, fly right over the difficulty and land where I had a handle 
on life again. I hated feeling broken. I hated failing. I hated letting others down.

God led me right here to the story of Jacob. Jacob, whose name meant one who fights 
for his own way (he grasps the heel), found his life coming unraveled the night before he 
was to meet Esau, his estranged brother. Jacob was about to come face-to-face with ev-
erything he had ever done wrong, and he was terrified he was about to lose everything he 
had fought so hard to get. We see Jacob scrambling—varying between praying, sending 
Esau presents, and separating his loved ones. That night, he wrestled with an angel of 
the Lord. Here’s the thing I can’t get over: God touched Jacob’s hip and gave him a limp 
Jacob would have the rest of his life. And yet, with that limp, God changed Jacob—the 
one who fought for his own way—to Israel—“God prevails” (in Hebrew, Israel sounds like 
the phrase, “he struggled with God”).

The only real way to live like God prevails isn’t to try harder. It isn’t to prevent it all from 
falling apart. It is to walk leaning on God. That place you are broken, that limp? That is 
the real place God’s power prevails. It doesn’t matter what the struggle is, how weak of a 
Christian you think you look like. Because when you can’t, sister, He can. Maybe we fear 
everyone will see our limp, but here’s the good news: if you are leaning on Jesus, people 
don’t see the limp. What they see is Jesus walking with you.

Heavenly Father, I bring before you my fears and my weaknesses. I ask for Your forgiveness 
of my pride and all my striving to do it on my own. I look to Jesus Christ to be my strength. 
Instead of trying harder, I am slowing down and refusing to move without You with me. I 
need You. I thank You for Your grace that is always sufficient for me (2Co 12:9-10). Thank 
you that these places of weakness are exactly where You prevail. Let Your Strength prevail 
in me. Amen.

Beautiful Brokenness
Devotional Reading Plan, page <?>

Author Index, page <?>
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1 Thessalonians
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART Paul’s trip to Thessalonica 
was cut short due to an uproar by protesters who opposed Paul’s teaching. 
After three Sabbaths, Paul and his companions, Timothy and Silas, needed to 
leave town. But their brief time in Thessalonica yielded the fruit of a deep faith. 
Timothy soon returned to check on the new converts and later reported to Paul 
how much the believers there were holding true to the faith, but they did have 
a question: What would happen to their loved ones who passed away before 
Christ’s second return? This letter is Paul’s response to their question, plus sev-
eral other issues.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY First Thessalonians deals explicitly 
with “the day of the Lord”—Christ’s second return. In fact, Paul returns to this 
theme in every chapter, clarifying some important matters that are immensely 
helpful for us today. In addition to his discussion on the end times, Paul empha-
sizes the importance of living in a manner that glorifies God, and his encourage-
ment to these first-century believers is as relevant for us today. 

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY While the Thessalonian believers en-
dured persecution, Paul reassured them—and also us—of the genuine hope 
we find in Christ. We can look to Christ as the reason for the hope we have, 
regardless of our circumstances.

As you read 1 Thessalonians, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Everyday Leadership_ Friendship on Purpose
_ Intentional Gratitude

Women of Courage
Fifty women in the Bible are highlighted for differ-
ent aspects of their character. Each woman’s story 
refl ects how God reached in and touched her life. 
These women’s stories serve as an encouragement 
to us all, and they’re connected with one of the ten 
themes.

Journaling Space
Each page of Scripture contains lined journaling space 
for personal refl ection and notes.

Book Introductions
Each book of the Bible has an 
introduction which includes 
historical background, the 
message of the book, and why 
the book is important and 
applicable today.

Theme Verses
Each theme has one Old Testament and 
one New Testament verse which embody 
the heart of the theme. These verses have 
been artistically designed to present the 
beauty and truth of God’s Word and aid in 
memorization.

real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the 
gar den’? ”

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may 
 eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the gar den. 3  But 
 about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch 
 it,  or  you  will  die.’ ”

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to 
 the wom an. 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows  that  when A 
 you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened  and  you 
 will  be  like  God, B know ing  good  and  evil.” 
6  The wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for 
 food  and de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was 
de sir able  for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took 
 some  of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and  he 
 ate  it. 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them  were 
 opened,  and  they  knew  they  were na ked;  so 
 they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and  made cov­
er ings  for them selves.

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound 
 of  the  L ord  God walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the 
 time  of  the eve ning  breeze, C  and  they  hid 
 from  the  L ord  God  among  the  trees  of  the 
gar den. 9  So  the  L ord  God  called  out  to  the 
 man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you D  in  the gar den, 
 and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was na ked,  so  I 
 hid.”

11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you 
 were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree  that  I 
com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave 
 to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some  fruit  from 
 the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ord  God  asked  the wom an, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de­
ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”

14  So  the  L ord  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,

Meet Eve
A WOMAN OF

Second Chances
GENESIS 3

Eve desired wisdom, and she 
believed the serpent when he 
said that God was holding out on 
her. She broke God’s law and did 
the one thing He asked her not 
to do. Eve learned the hard way 
that God wasn’t the one who lied. 
It was the serpent who deceived 
her. But God didn’t leave her in 
her brokenness. The first mistake 
in history also led to the greatest 
second chance. While there were 
consequences for her actions, 
God promised to redeem her and 
make her the mother of all the 
living. He also promised that her 
offspring would one day crush 
the serpent and destroy his hold 
over man. God was faithful to fulfill 
His promise, too, bringing about 
redemption through the Second 
Adam—Jesus Christ.

A 3:5 Lit on the day   B 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings   C 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day   D 3:10 Lit the sound of you
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GENESIS 3

THE CREATION

1  In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth. A

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, 
dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the wa tery 
 depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er­
ing  over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. 3  Then 
 God  said, “ Let  there  be  light,”  and  there  was 
 light. 4  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and 
 God sep a rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 
5  God  called  the  light “ day,”  and  the dark ness 
 he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning,  and 
 there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter  from 
wa ter.” 7  So  God  made  the ex panse  and sep a­
rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the 
wa ter  above  the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. 8  God 
 called  the ex panse “ sky.” B Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the 
 sky  be gath ered  into  one  place,  and  let  the  dry 
 land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 10  God  called  the 
 dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa­
ter  he  called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
veg e ta tion: seed­bearing  plants  and  fruit 
 trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in 
 it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 
12  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seed­bear­
ing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees 
bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve­
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in 
 the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day 
 from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for 
sea sons C  and  for  days  and  years. 15  They  will 
 be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro­
vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God 
 made  the  two  great  lights  —   the great er 
 light  to  rule  over  the  day  and  the less er  light 
 to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the  stars. 

17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the 
 sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 18  to  rule 
 the  day  and  the  night,  and  to sep a rate  light 
 from dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 19 Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with D liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly  above 
 the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.” 21  So 
 God cre at ed  the  large sea­creatures E  and ev­
ery liv ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms 
 in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also 
cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 22  God 
 blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill 
 the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul­
ti ply  on  the  earth.” 23 Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: 
live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the wild­
life  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And 
 it  was  so. 25  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the 
 earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  the live stock 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man F  in G  our 
im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness.  They  will 
 rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  the 
live stock,  the  whole  earth, H  and  the crea tures 
 that  crawl I  on  the  earth.”
 27 So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in J the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the  earth,  and sub­
due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of 
 the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls K  on 
 the  earth.” 29  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv­
en  you ev ery seed­bearing  plant  on  the sur­
face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose 
 fruit con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, 

A 1:1 Or created the universe   B 1:8 Or “heavens.”   C 1:14 Or for the appointed times   D 1:20 Lit with swarms of   
E 1:21 Or created sea monsters   F 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   G 1:26 Or as   H 1:26 Syr reads sky, 
and over every animal of the land   I 1:26 Or scurry   J 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   K 1:28 Or 
and all scurrying animals
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Features
Hope in the Hard                                 Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.”  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations His people 
have hope that reflects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard--sometimes even impossible--God’s 
people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the encouragement we 
need to face our own hard and find hope in our Savior.
 

Imperfect Hospitality               Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Love your neighbor”  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality was never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God. 

Intentional Gratitude               Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many exam-
ples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as reminders 
of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances                 Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for man, the Bible is full of individual examples of how He 
graciously poured out His love to His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed through 
the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His patience and 
grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are deserving, but 
because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave                Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not that they 
live in fear, but that they live in the confidence that He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but who chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in 
their lives.

Devotional Themes

THEMES

2000

THEMES

2001

Beautiful Brokenness              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed these broken people, 
their stories, their families, and their futures by His grace.  While the stories of these people may seem wrought with 
brokenness and despair, God always turns that brokenness into beauty. Our brokenness reflects the beauty of His grace. 
God chooses to use broken people every day, and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is Christ.  
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we were all 
given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather 
enough for that day.”  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. In 
the same way He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His people 
throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right amount. Here 
you’ll find encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love with His ever flow-
ing grace.

Everyday Leadership              Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith.” HEBREWS 13:17

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through men and women He appoints as leaders. 
But, God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leadership show-
cases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zone to lead others, pointing them to the truth. Their 
leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know. Their stories give us confidence that God can and will use 
our lives to lead others and continually point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose             Devotional Reading Plan <pg>

“No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.”  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He lost His life but saved His friends. He cared for His friends, chal-
lenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of friendship, 
Scripture is full of beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares for, and gives life. May we 
see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.

H ope in the Hard READING PLAN 
WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Psalm 25 Hope for the Long Days* Anna Jackson, p. 53
2 Luke 13 Jesus Understands Our Hard Brenda Walters, p. 72
3 Genesis 21 God’s Intimate Care for the Overlooked Crista Peters, p. 53
4 Isaiah 40:1-20 Observe How the Wildflowers of the Field Grow Diane Lawson, p. 102
5 Jude Only One Truth Emily Matthews, p. 153
6 Ezekiel 37 A Season of Preparation Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 2
7 Passage Devotional Title Name* Anna Jackson, p. 53
8 Proverbs 3:1-12 Leaning Hard and Stepping Forward Brenda Walters, p. 72
9 Exodus 10 Purposeful Suffering Crista Peters, p. 53
10 Mark 15 When Jesus Doesn’t Look Like the Savior You Wanted Diane Lawson, p. 102
11 Amos 2 Judgment for Sin Emily Matthews, p. 153
12 Judges 19 When Darkness Descends Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 3
13 Hebrews 6 My Anchor Holds Anna Jackson, p. 53
14 Psalm 16 Four Truths About Your Inheritance Brenda Walters, p. 72
15 Isaiah 43 The Only Way Out Is Through Crista Peters, p. 53
16 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 Giving and Blessing Diane Lawson, p. 102
17 Joshua 6 We Can’t Stop on Day Six Emily Matthews, p. 153
18 Lamentations 1 On Mourning Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 4
19 Luke 6:17-49 A Well-Built Life* Anna Jackson, p. 53
20 Job 28 God Sees Everything Brenda Walters, p. 72
21 2 Kings 10 Jehu Restores Israel Crista Peters, p. 53
22 Philippians 3 For the Sake of Christ Diane Lawson, p. 102
23 Daniel 9:20-27 What Happens When We Pray Emily Matthews, p. 153
24 Genesis 37 The Dream They Never Imagined Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 5
25 Genesis 18 God Remembers Your Faith Anna Jackson, p. 53
26 Judges 9 In the Darkest of Night Brenda Walters, p. 72
27 Isaiah 9 The Prince of Peace, Reconciles, and Rescues Crista Peters, p. 53
28 Deuteronomy 30 Remain Faithful Diane Lawson, p. 102
29 1 Peter 1 Genuine Faith Emily Matthews, p. 153
30 Nahum 1 The Lord Is a Stronghold Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 6
31 Psalm 131 God Is Working in the Stillness Anna Jackson, p. 53
32 Luke 16 Truly Rich Brenda Walters, p. 72
33 Genesis 25 How to Be at Peace with Your Choices Crista Peters, p. 53
34 Isaiah 7 Sharing in the Comfort Diane Lawson, p. 102
35 Ephesians 6 The Enemy And the Lover Emily Matthews, p. 153
36 1 Samuel 24 The “Not Yet” Seasons Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 7
37 John 11 Resurrection Anna Jackson, p. 53
38 Proverbs 6:16-19 The Anatomy of a Sin Addiction Brenda Walters, p. 72
39 Obadiah Edom’s Certain Judgment Crista Peters, p. 53
40 Philippians 4 Handing My Worries Over Diane Lawson, p. 102
41 Genesis 16 Trusting God in the Wilderness Emily Matthews, p. 153
42 Isaiah 40:21-31 Waiting to Soar with Wings Glenda Wilson, p. 250

*indicates a Reflective Devotion

 Friendship  
on Purpose
READING PLAN

WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 John 17 The Two Cornerstones of Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
2 Proverbs 11:9-13 Our Words Make a Difference Brenda Walters, p. 72
3 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Following His Lead Will Never Let You Down Crista Peters, p. 53
4 Ecclesiastes 11 Eternal Perspective Diane Lawson, p. 102
5 Mark 1:1-11 A Purpose-full Friendship Emily Matthews, p. 153
6 Judges 4-5 The Lord Makes a Way Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 2
7 1 Samuel 18-20 Fear, Faith, and Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
8 Luke 15 The Parable of the Lost Sheep Brenda Walters, p. 72
9 Proverbs 18:1 Isolation Isn’t the Answer Crista Peters, p. 53
10 James 5 Stray Prayers Diane Lawson, p. 102
11 Acts 28:23-28 Not Everyone’s Cup of Coffee Emily Matthews, p. 153
12 1 Kings 10 True Treasure Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 3
13 Luke 24 Friends Help Us Remember* Anna Jackson, p. 53
14 Proverbs 18:24 Closer Than a Brother Brenda Walters, p. 72
15 1 John 1 The Purpose of Salvation Crista Peters, p. 53
16 2 Kings 2 Passing the Mantle Diane Lawson, p. 102
17 Matthew 17:1-13 Real Relationships Are The Best Relationships Emily Matthews, p. 153
18 Psalm 37 For When You’re Not in The Club Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 4
19 Ruth 1 When Nothing Is Left But Love* Anna Jackson, p. 53
20 Matthew 26 When You Fail at Friendship Brenda Walters, p. 72
21 Proverbs 27:9 I Believe in Guilt-Free Friendship Crista Peters, p. 53
22 1 Thessalonians 2:1-20 Seeking Sanctified Friendships Diane Lawson, p. 102
23 Ecclesiastes 4 Two Are Better Than One Emily Matthews, p. 153
24 Philemon Philemon’s Love and Faith Glenda Wilson, p. 250

WEEK 5
25 Luke 1:1-2:20 A Beautiful Friendship* Anna Jackson, p. 53
26 Proverbs 20:19 The Destructiveness of Gossip Brenda Walters, p. 72

*indicates a Reflective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF 
Friendship on Purpose

Eve, page 14 
Sarah, page 63 

The Bent Woman, page 188 
Ruth, page 238 

Esther, page 392

MEET THE WOMEN OF 
Hope in the Hard

Eve, page 14 
Sarah, page 63 

The Bent Woman, page 188 
Ruth, page 238 

Esther, page 392

READING PLANS

2000

READING PLANS

2001

The Fa l l
GENESIS 3

The lady made it sound so simple. All I had to do was fill out a short application to be 
approved for a credit card with a reasonable limit for a beginner. It sounded so easy. Not 
only would I have a financial backup in the case of an emergency, I would also have the 
opportunity to build my personal credit history. As I signed my name across the dotted 
line, I remember feeling a bit of concern. My parents had warned me about the perils of 
consumer debt and had encouraged me to talk to them about major financial decisions. 
But I was an adult now. I figured that as a freshman in college, it was the right time for me 
to starting making some decisions of my own.

A few weeks later the shiny new credit card arrived in the mail. My intentions were only 
to look at it. It was nice to know I owned a piece of plastic with my name on it that gave 
me more purchasing power than I had on my own. And for awhile, that’s exactly all I 
did—look.

However, the day inevitably arrived when some clothing I wanted cost more than the cash 
that I had to pay for it, and I remembered the shiny plastic card that I’d carried around in 
my purse. I convinced myself that this one purchase wouldn’t harm anything and I reached 
inside of my wallet to grab that card and put it to use. Initially, nothing terrible happened. 
But I’d crossed a boundary line that had been put in place for my protection and I knew 
it. And it wasn’t long before the consequences of that one lone signature started to show 
up. The balance on the the card increased over time, and unintended consequences of 
burdensome debt resulted.

Like the warning my parents had given me, God gives us warnings and instructions for 
our own good. In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it and called 
it good. Yet only three chapters in, the first man and woman make a decision that forever 
changed things for every person that would come after them. Adam and Eve didn’t take 
God at His Word. They engaged in conversations, thoughts, and, eventually, actions that 
moved them away from the original plan God had for them.

In Genesis 2:16-18, God gave clear instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. In Genesis 3, we see what happens when we don’t take seriously the 
guidelines and boundaries that God gives us.

One day, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent and did to Eve what he has continued 
to do to all people throughout history. He deceived her. He started by questioning God’s 
Word and omitting God’s goodness (v. 1). God granted them freedom to eat from all 
trees in the garden with the exception of one. Satan focused Eve’s attention on what she 
couldn’t have instead of everything God had given her.

Not only did Satan recount God’s Word incorrectly, Eve did too. She added to what God 
said (v. 3). Then after Eve’s attempt to offer a rebuttal to Satan’s false claim, Satan flat out 
called God a liar (v. 4) and told Eve that there would be no consequences, when God had 
clearly said otherwise.

Eve fell for it. She chose to go with what made sense to her in the moment and ignore the 
warning God had given her and her husband. She invited her husband to participate in 
disobeying God. As a result, their perfect life in the Garden of Eden came to an end as a 
consequence of their sin.

The good news is that God still pursued a relationship with them. First, He went looking 
for Adam and Eve. He sought them out even when they were hiding from Him in guilt and 
shame (v. 8-9). God invited them to face their sin and be honest about what they had done 
(v. 11). He cursed Satan and provided a solution for victory over him through the birth of 
Christ Jesus (v. 15). While Adam and Eve still had to face the consequences of their choic-
es, God covered them (v. 21). He showed them tough love by protecting them from doing 
more damage in the world than they’d already done (vv. 22-24).

Most of us have experienced, either first hand or by watching others, what can happen 
when we don’t follow God’s direction. We call the sin of Adam and Eve “The Fall” but the 
truth is that we all fall. Like Eve, many of us focus more on what we can’t have and show a 
lack of gratitude for what God has provided. When we don’t embrace the truth of God’s 
Word, there will be consequences. Some consequences are immediate and obvious. Oth-
ers appear over time and subtly erode God’s plans for our lives. In either case, one conse-
quence is always the same—sin separates us from fellowship with God.

But even when we fall, and we all fall (Rm 3:23), there is good news. First, the same God 
that showed mercy, grace, and redemptive love in Genesis is the God who offers us the 
same gift today and everyday. Like He covered Adam and Eve, He is willing to cover us 
with His saving, redeeming blood.

Second, we have the opportunity each and every day to choose to obey God’s Word. 
Believing what God has said is our powerful defense against the deception of the enemy 
and the pitfalls and consequences that may follow.

Eventually, the consequence of my decision became so overwhelming that I, despite the 
shame and guilt I felt, talked to my parents about it. They were disappointed in my choices 
but also expressed their commitment to guide me to a better financial place. The good 
news was they were willing to cover me with love and wisdom as I moved forward. They 
did however, require me to cut up the card.

God always provides a way for us to regain fellowship with Him. God offers forgiveness 
and a solution to the consequences that we face because of the victory we have in Jesus 
Christ. God desires to cover us. It is not His desire that any of us should perish spiritually 
or experientially. While sometimes, that involves showing us tough love, His love is always 
aimed at our ultimate good.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 _Have you faced consequences for your disobedience to God?
 _How did God correct you?
 _How did you experience God’s protection and compassion through His correction?
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Themes
Throughout the (in)courage 
Devotional Bible you’ll fi nd ten 
themes. These themes provide 
a picture of the consistency of 
the message of Scripture. Each 
is marked with a specifi c color 
and design. Each theme cor-
responds with a reading plan, 
devotions, women of courage, 
and two beautifully designed 
Scripture verses.

Reading Plans
Each theme has a specifi c reading plan that corresponds 
with Bible passages and devotions. The reading plans 
range from fi ve to seven weeks, with each day of the plan 
containing Scripture and a devotional reading. The reading 
plans provide a complete look at the theme throughout 
Scripture. 

Devotions
Throughout the Bible there are 260 devotional 
pieces full of personal stories and connection. 
These devotions are designed to help us connect 
with the story of Scripture and further understand 
how God works in our lives individually. 

Refl ective Devotions
Throughout the (in)courage Devotional Bible 
you’ll fi nd 52 refl ective devotions. These 
devotions are designed to begin each week 
of Scripture reading and are the anchors of 
the reading plans. Each refl ective devotion 
includes refl ection questions and space for 
journaling. 

The 
GENESIS 3

The lady made it sound so simple.
approved for a credit card with a reasonable limit for a beginner. It sounded so easy. Not 
only would I have a financial backup in the case of an emergency, I would also have the 
opportunity to build my personal credit history. As I signed my name across the dotted 
line, I remember feeling a bit of concern. My parents had warned me about the perils of 
consumer debt and had encouraged me to talk to them about major financial decisions. 
But I was an adult now. I figured that as a freshman in college, it was the right time for me 
to starting making some decisions of my own.

A few weeks later the shiny new credit card arrived in the mail. My intentions were only 
to look at it. It was nice to know I owned a piece of plastic with my name on it that gave 
me more purchasing power than I had on my own. And for awhile, that’s exactly all I 
did—look.

However, the day inevitably arrived when some clothing I wanted cost more than the cash 
that I had to pay for it, and I remembered the shiny plastic card that I’d carried around in 
my purse. I convinced myself that this one purchase wouldn’t harm anything and I reached 
inside of my wallet to grab that card and put it to use. Initially, nothing terrible happened. 
But I’d crossed a boundary line that had been put in place for my protection and I knew 
it. And it wasn’t long before the consequences of that one lone signature started to show 
up. The balance on the the card increased over time, and unintended consequences of 
burdensome debt resulted.

Like the warning my parents had given me, God gives us warnings and instructions for 
our own good. In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it and called 
it good. Yet only three chapters in, the first man and woman make a decision that forever 
changed things for every person that would come after them. Adam and Eve didn’t take 
God at His Word. They engaged in conversations, thoughts, and, eventually, actions that 
moved them away from the original plan God had for them.

In Genesis 2:16-18, God gave clear instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. In Genesis 3, we see what happens when we don’t take seriously the 
guidelines and boundaries that God gives us.

One day, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent and did to Eve what he has continued 
to do to all people throughout history. He deceived her. He started by questioning God’s 
Word and omitting God’s goodness (v. 1). God granted them freedom to eat from all 
trees in the garden with the exception of one. Satan focused Eve’s attention on what she 
couldn’t have instead of everything God had given her.

Not only did Satan recount God’s Word incorrectly, Eve did too. She added to what God 
said (v. 3). Then after Eve’s attempt to offer a rebuttal to Satan’s false claim, Satan flat out 
called God a liar (v. 4) and told Eve that there would be no consequences, when God had 
clearly said otherwise.

God Remembers Your Faith 
GENESIS 18:1-15

Have you ever said you had faith, when in truth, you didn’t? Have you ever had angst 
in your soul only to pretend things were okay? Have you ever secretly felt like a have-not 
when it comes to the blessings God gives to His children? I have.

For most of my adult life, I’ve struggled with chronic health issues having to do with Lyme 
disease. Due to a significant health flare, I need to see my doctor once a week. He’s a 
brilliant doctor and a fellow believer. I walked into his office one day with a plastic smile 
on my face and told him I was doing all right. But under my skin, deep in my soul, where all 
our twisted emotions seem to gather, I felt only discouragement and despair.

This wise doctor took one look at me and knew that the pain in my eyes didn’t match the 
forced smile on my face.

He said to me, “We’ll get to your symptoms in a minute. Come over here and sit down.”

I dutifully obeyed.

He then leaned in and made an observation that completely undid me. “I know this has 
been a long, tough battle for you. I can tell you’re a responsible person. You felt like you 
let your kids down all those years ago when you were sick as a young mom. And now that 
you’re once again not feeling well, you’re afraid to let down those who count on you. But 
at some point you have to open your hands, surrender, and trust God with this part of your 
story. I want you to do something for me. Open your hands and say, ‘Jesus, I accept me, 
and I trust You.’ Do it. Say those words for me.”

I looked up at him, opened my mouth to speak, and let out a guttural sob instead. I think I 
drained every last tear from my body. He continued, “You must understand that self-con-
tempt will do more damage to your soul and to your cells than any disease ever could. This 
battle is not all up to you. More rests on God’s shoulders than on yours. You can trust Him. 
He will bring you through this.”

I realized in that moment that it’s not our small faith that keeps us from inheriting the 
promises that God has for us. We need only a small seed. Rather, it’s unbelief that blocks 
our view of Him. I had no idea that I’d held myself in contempt over something I couldn’t 
control. I didn’t realize that my limited perspective on my circumstances and my negative 
view of my weaknesses were the things that kept me from expectantly looking for God to 
break through.

I wonder if Abraham’s wife, Sarah, felt the same way.

Sarah and Abraham’s bodies were as good as dead. Almost, pretty close to, but not quite 
yet, dead. Imagine. Amidst such impossible circumstances, God spoke a promise to them: 
“You are going to bear a son. And he will be a seed of a nation. And you will have descen-
dants that outnumber the grains of sand on the shore” (my paraphrase).

Mind-boggling, yes? How would you respond? Put yourself in Sarah’s shoes. Her skin is pa-
per-thin. Gravity has won the day. Her joints ache and creak. She shuffles through her daily 
routine much slower than she used to. And she does so with a broken heart. Her womb is not 
only withered and old; it’s still barren. So how does Sarah respond to God’s pronouncement? 
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and I trust You.’ Do it. Say those words for me.”

I looked up at him, opened my mouth to speak, and let out a guttural sob instead. I think I 
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Grasping to Pre va i li ng
GENESIS 32

I was staring at a blank email document. My cheeks were wet with tears. I was attempt-
ing to write the words that would tell my pastors I had to step down from small group 
ministry. It was one week shy of the small-group launch. All that remained were final de-
tails—a few phone calls, really. And I couldn’t do it. I was overcome with paralyzing and 
debilitating anxiety.

It felt like dying, admitting that regardless of how long I’d been a Christian or in church 
leadership, I was a broken mess. Maybe I could tell you that Jesus was my Savior, but how 
it frustrated me that I couldn’t save myself.

I wanted to do better, be better, fly right over the difficulty and land where I had a handle 
on life again. I hated feeling broken. I hated failing. I hated letting others down.

God led me right here to the story of Jacob. Jacob, whose name meant one who fights 
for his own way (he grasps the heel), found his life coming unraveled the night before he 
was to meet Esau, his estranged brother. Jacob was about to come face-to-face with ev-
erything he had ever done wrong, and he was terrified he was about to lose everything he 
had fought so hard to get. We see Jacob scrambling—varying between praying, sending 
Esau presents, and separating his loved ones. That night, he wrestled with an angel of 
the Lord. Here’s the thing I can’t get over: God touched Jacob’s hip and gave him a limp 
Jacob would have the rest of his life. And yet, with that limp, God changed Jacob—the 
one who fought for his own way—to Israel—“God prevails” (in Hebrew, Israel sounds like 
the phrase, “he struggled with God”).

The only real way to live like God prevails isn’t to try harder. It isn’t to prevent it all from 
falling apart. It is to walk leaning on God. That place you are broken, that limp? That is 
the real place God’s power prevails. It doesn’t matter what the struggle is, how weak of a 
Christian you think you look like. Because when you can’t, sister, He can. Maybe we fear 
everyone will see our limp, but here’s the good news: if you are leaning on Jesus, people 
don’t see the limp. What they see is Jesus walking with you.

Heavenly Father, I bring before you my fears and my weaknesses. I ask for Your forgiveness 
of my pride and all my striving to do it on my own. I look to Jesus Christ to be my strength. 
Instead of trying harder, I am slowing down and refusing to move without You with me. I 
need You. I thank You for Your grace that is always sufficient for me (2Co 12:9-10). Thank 
you that these places of weakness are exactly where You prevail. Let Your Strength prevail 
in me. Amen.

Beautiful Brokenness
Devotional Reading Plan, page <?>

Author Index, page <?>
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T H E  B O O K  O F

1 Thessalonians
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART Paul’s trip to Thessalonica 
was cut short due to an uproar by protesters who opposed Paul’s teaching. 
After three Sabbaths, Paul and his companions, Timothy and Silas, needed to 
leave town. But their brief time in Thessalonica yielded the fruit of a deep faith. 
Timothy soon returned to check on the new converts and later reported to Paul 
how much the believers there were holding true to the faith, but they did have 
a question: What would happen to their loved ones who passed away before 
Christ’s second return? This letter is Paul’s response to their question, plus sev-
eral other issues.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY First Thessalonians deals explicitly 
with “the day of the Lord”—Christ’s second return. In fact, Paul returns to this 
theme in every chapter, clarifying some important matters that are immensely 
helpful for us today. In addition to his discussion on the end times, Paul empha-
sizes the importance of living in a manner that glorifies God, and his encourage-
ment to these first-century believers is as relevant for us today. 

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY While the Thessalonian believers en-
dured persecution, Paul reassured them—and also us—of the genuine hope 
we find in Christ. We can look to Christ as the reason for the hope we have, 
regardless of our circumstances.

As you read 1 Thessalonians, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Everyday Leadership_ Friendship on Purpose
_ Intentional Gratitude

Women of Courage
Fifty women in the Bible are highlighted for differ-
ent aspects of their character. Each woman’s story 
refl ects how God reached in and touched her life. 
These women’s stories serve as an encouragement 
to us all, and they’re connected with one of the ten 
themes.

Journaling Space
Each page of Scripture contains lined journaling space 
for personal refl ection and notes.

Book Introductions
Each book of the Bible has an 
introduction which includes 
historical background, the 
message of the book, and why 
the book is important and 
applicable today.

Theme Verses
Each theme has one Old Testament and 
one New Testament verse which embody 
the heart of the theme. These verses have 
been artistically designed to present the 
beauty and truth of God’s Word and aid in 
memorization.

real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the 
gar den’? ”

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may 
 eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the gar den. 3  But 
 about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch 
 it,  or  you  will  die.’ ”

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to 
 the wom an. 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows  that  when A 
 you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened  and  you 
 will  be  like  God, B know ing  good  and  evil.” 
6  The wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for 
 food  and de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was 
de sir able  for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took 
 some  of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and  he 
 ate  it. 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them  were 
 opened,  and  they  knew  they  were na ked;  so 
 they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and  made cov­
er ings  for them selves.

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound 
 of  the  L ord  God walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the 
 time  of  the eve ning  breeze, C  and  they  hid 
 from  the  L ord  God  among  the  trees  of  the 
gar den. 9  So  the  L ord  God  called  out  to  the 
 man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you D  in  the gar den, 
 and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was na ked,  so  I 
 hid.”

11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you 
 were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree  that  I 
com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave 
 to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some  fruit  from 
 the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ord  God  asked  the wom an, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de­
ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”

14  So  the  L ord  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,

Meet Eve
A WOMAN OF

Second Chances
GENESIS 3

Eve desired wisdom, and she 
believed the serpent when he 
said that God was holding out on 
her. She broke God’s law and did 
the one thing He asked her not 
to do. Eve learned the hard way 
that God wasn’t the one who lied. 
It was the serpent who deceived 
her. But God didn’t leave her in 
her brokenness. The first mistake 
in history also led to the greatest 
second chance. While there were 
consequences for her actions, 
God promised to redeem her and 
make her the mother of all the 
living. He also promised that her 
offspring would one day crush 
the serpent and destroy his hold 
over man. God was faithful to fulfill 
His promise, too, bringing about 
redemption through the Second 
Adam—Jesus Christ.

A 3:5 Lit on the day   B 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings   C 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day   D 3:10 Lit the sound of you
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GENESIS 3

THE CREATION

1  In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth. A

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, 
dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the wa tery 
 depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er­
ing  over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. 3  Then 
 God  said, “ Let  there  be  light,”  and  there  was 
 light. 4  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and 
 God sep a rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 
5  God  called  the  light “ day,”  and  the dark ness 
 he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning,  and 
 there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter  from 
wa ter.” 7  So  God  made  the ex panse  and sep a­
rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the 
wa ter  above  the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. 8  God 
 called  the ex panse “ sky.” B Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the 
 sky  be gath ered  into  one  place,  and  let  the  dry 
 land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 10  God  called  the 
 dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa­
ter  he  called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
veg e ta tion: seed­bearing  plants  and  fruit 
 trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in 
 it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 
12  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seed­bear­
ing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees 
bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve­
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in 
 the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day 
 from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for 
sea sons C  and  for  days  and  years. 15  They  will 
 be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro­
vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God 
 made  the  two  great  lights  —   the great er 
 light  to  rule  over  the  day  and  the less er  light 
 to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the  stars. 

17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the 
 sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 18  to  rule 
 the  day  and  the  night,  and  to sep a rate  light 
 from dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 19 Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with D liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly  above 
 the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.” 21  So 
 God cre at ed  the  large sea­creatures E  and ev­
ery liv ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms 
 in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also 
cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 22  God 
 blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill 
 the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul­
ti ply  on  the  earth.” 23 Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: 
live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the wild­
life  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And 
 it  was  so. 25  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the 
 earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  the live stock 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man F  in G  our 
im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness.  They  will 
 rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  the 
live stock,  the  whole  earth, H  and  the crea tures 
 that  crawl I  on  the  earth.”
 27 So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in J the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the  earth,  and sub­
due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of 
 the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls K  on 
 the  earth.” 29  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv­
en  you ev ery seed­bearing  plant  on  the sur­
face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose 
 fruit con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, 

A 1:1 Or created the universe   B 1:8 Or “heavens.”   C 1:14 Or for the appointed times   D 1:20 Lit with swarms of   
E 1:21 Or created sea monsters   F 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   G 1:26 Or as   H 1:26 Syr reads sky, 
and over every animal of the land   I 1:26 Or scurry   J 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   K 1:28 Or 
and all scurrying animals
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Hope in the Hard Devotional Reading Plan, page 1831

This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations, 
His people have hope that refl ects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard—sometimes even 
impossible—God’s people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the 
encouragement we need to face our own hard and fi nd hope in our Savior.

Imperfect Hospitality Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Love your neighbor.  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality is never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God.

Intentional Gratitude Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many 
examples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as 
reminders of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for humanity, the Bible is full of individual examples of how 
He graciously poured out His love for His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed 
through the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His 
patience and grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are 
deserving, but because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not for 
them to live in fear, but to live  in the confi dence He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in their 
lives.
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Beautiful Brokenness Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

The sacrifi ce pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed them—their stories, 
their families, and their futures—by His grace. While the stories may seem wrought with brokenness and despair, God 
turns that brokenness into beauty, refl ecting the power of the grace. God chooses to use broken people every day, 
and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together Devotional Reading Plan, page 1827

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is 
Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we 
were all given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible, there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day."  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. 
In the same way. He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His 
people throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right 
portion. Here you’ll fi nd encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love 
with His ever-fl owing grace.

Everyday Leadership Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. HEBREWS 13:7

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through the men and women He appoints as 
leaders. But God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leader-
ship showcases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zones to lead others, pointing them to the 
truth. Their leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know, and their stories give us confi dence that God 
can and will use our lives to lead others and point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose Devotional Reading Plan, page 1830

No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He gave His life to save His friends. He cared for His friends, 
challenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of 
friendship, Scripture is full of many other beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares 
for, and gives life. May we see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.

Devotional Theme Guide
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Beautiful Brokenness Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

The sacrifi ce pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed them—their stories, 
their families, and their futures—by His grace. While the stories may seem wrought with brokenness and despair, God 
turns that brokenness into beauty, refl ecting the power of the grace. God chooses to use broken people every day, 
and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together Devotional Reading Plan, page 1827

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is 
Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we 
were all given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible, there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day."  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. 
In the same way. He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His 
people throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right 
portion. Here you’ll fi nd encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love 
with His ever-fl owing grace.

Everyday Leadership Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. HEBREWS 13:7

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through the men and women He appoints as 
leaders. But God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leader-
ship showcases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zones to lead others, pointing them to the 
truth. Their leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know, and their stories give us confi dence that God 
can and will use our lives to lead others and point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose Devotional Reading Plan, page 1830

No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He gave His life to save His friends. He cared for His friends, 
challenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of 
friendship, Scripture is full of many other beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares 
for, and gives life. May we see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.
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Hope in the Hard Devotional Reading Plan, page 1831

This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations, 
His people have hope that refl ects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard—sometimes even 
impossible—God’s people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the 
encouragement we need to face our own hard and fi nd hope in our Savior.

Imperfect Hospitality Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Love your neighbor.  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality is never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God.

Intentional Gratitude Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many 
examples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as 
reminders of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for humanity, the Bible is full of individual examples of how 
He graciously poured out His love for His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed 
through the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His 
patience and grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are 
deserving, but because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not for 
them to live in fear, but to live in the confi dence He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in their 
lives.
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Beautiful Brokenness Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

The sacrifi ce pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed them—their stories, 
their families, and their futures—by His grace. While the stories may seem wrought with brokenness and despair, God 
turns that brokenness into beauty, refl ecting the power of the grace. God chooses to use broken people every day, 
and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together Devotional Reading Plan, page 1827

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is 
Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we 
were all given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible, there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day."  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. 
In the same way. He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His 
people throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right 
portion. Here you’ll fi nd encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love 
with His ever-fl owing grace.

Everyday Leadership Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. HEBREWS 13:7

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through the men and women He appoints as 
leaders. But God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leader-
ship showcases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zones to lead others, pointing them to the 
truth. Their leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know, and their stories give us confi dence that God 
can and will use our lives to lead others and point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose Devotional Reading Plan, page 1830

No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He gave His life to save His friends. He cared for His friends, 
challenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of 
friendship, Scripture is full of many other beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares 
for, and gives life. May we see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.
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Hope in the Hard Devotional Reading Plan, page 1831

This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations, 
His people have hope that refl ects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard—sometimes even 
impossible—God’s people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the 
encouragement we need to face our own hard and fi nd hope in our Savior.

Imperfect Hospitality Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Love your neighbor.  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality is never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God.

Intentional Gratitude Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many 
examples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as 
reminders of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for humanity, the Bible is full of individual examples of how 
He graciously poured out His love for His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed 
through the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His 
patience and grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are 
deserving, but because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not for 
them to live in fear, but to live  in the confi dence He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in their 
lives.
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Beautiful Brokenness Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

The sacrifi ce pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed them—their stories, 
their families, and their futures—by His grace. While the stories may seem wrought with brokenness and despair, God 
turns that brokenness into beauty, refl ecting the power of the grace. God chooses to use broken people every day, 
and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together Devotional Reading Plan, page 1827

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is 
Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we 
were all given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible, there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day."  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. 
In the same way. He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His 
people throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right 
portion. Here you’ll fi nd encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love 
with His ever-fl owing grace.

Everyday Leadership Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. HEBREWS 13:7

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through the men and women He appoints as 
leaders. But God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leader-
ship showcases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zones to lead others, pointing them to the 
truth. Their leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know, and their stories give us confi dence that God 
can and will use our lives to lead others and point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose Devotional Reading Plan, page 1830

No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He gave His life to save His friends. He cared for His friends, 
challenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of 
friendship, Scripture is full of many other beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares 
for, and gives life. May we see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.

Devotional Theme Guide
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Beautiful Brokenness Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

The sacrifi ce pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.  PSALM 51:17

Scripture is full of stories of broken people. But it is also full of stories of how God has redeemed them—their stories, 
their families, and their futures—by His grace. While the stories may seem wrought with brokenness and despair, God 
turns that brokenness into beauty, refl ecting the power of the grace. God chooses to use broken people every day, 
and their brokenness leads them to fully depend on Him. 

Better Together Devotional Reading Plan, page 1827

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is 
Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we 
were all given one Spirit to drink. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13

God designed men and women to live in community with one another and share their lives together. Throughout the 
Bible, there are stories of people living in community who are better because they live and work and serve the Lord 
together. The stories of these men and women in the Bible who were better together are wonderful examples for the 
church today of how we can love and support one another and always point each other toward Christ.

Daily Grace Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day."  EXODUS 16:4

God provided manna for His people when they were living in the desert. Each day He provided enough for that day. 
In the same way. He provided enough manna each day for the Israelites, He also provided grace every day for His 
people throughout Scripture. He continues to provide the grace we need every single day and in exactly the right 
portion. Here you’ll fi nd encouragement that God is always working to meet your needs and draw you into His love 
with His ever-fl owing grace.

Everyday Leadership Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. HEBREWS 13:7

God is always faithful to provide wisdom and guidance for His people through the men and women He appoints as 
leaders. But God also calls leaders who may not be exactly what the world would consider a leader. Everyday leader-
ship showcases stories of men and women who step out of their comfort zones to lead others, pointing them to the 
truth. Their leadership impacted more lives than they would ever know, and their stories give us confi dence that God 
can and will use our lives to lead others and point them to Christ. 

Friendship on Purpose Devotional Reading Plan, page 1830

No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.  JOHN 15:13

The ultimate example of friendship is in Jesus Christ. He gave His life to save His friends. He cared for His friends, 
challenged His friends, encouraged His friends, and enjoyed His friends. While Christ is the ultimate example of 
friendship, Scripture is full of many other beautiful examples of purposeful friendship that encourages, builds, cares 
for, and gives life. May we see these examples and wholeheartedly follow in friendship on purpose.
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Hope in the Hard Devotional Reading Plan, page 1831

This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations, 
His people have hope that refl ects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard—sometimes even 
impossible—God’s people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the 
encouragement we need to face our own hard and fi nd hope in our Savior.

Imperfect Hospitality Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Love your neighbor.  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality is never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God.

Intentional Gratitude Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many 
examples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as 
reminders of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for humanity, the Bible is full of individual examples of how 
He graciously poured out His love for His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed 
through the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His 
patience and grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are 
deserving, but because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not for 
them to live in fear, but to live in the confi dence He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in their 
lives.
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Hope in the Hard Devotional Reading Plan, page 1831

This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  ROMANS 5:5

No matter the circumstance, God’s Word is full of stories of hope. In the face of countless trials and tribulations, 
His people have hope that refl ects their deep faith in the Father. Though circumstances are hard—sometimes even 
impossible—God’s people choose to have hope and rely on Him for their every need. Their steadfastness is often the 
encouragement we need to face our own hard and fi nd hope in our Savior.

Imperfect Hospitality Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Love your neighbor.  LEVITICUS 19:18

Biblical hospitality is never meant to be perfect. It is meant to engage, encourage, and build up others while 
simultaneously inviting them to share their stories and their lives. The stories of hospitality found throughout Scripture 
remind us to focus on our guests and sharing God’s incredible love and grace with them. Regardless of the condition of 
our space, if our hearts are focused on encouraging others, our hospitality will honor God.

Intentional Gratitude Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.    1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

God loves our gratitude. He loves it when His people stop and thank Him for what He has done. There are many 
examples throughout the Bible where God’s people stop and celebrate what God has done. These stories serve as 
reminders of the importance of stopping and intentionally showing gratitude to the Lord for His provision and victory. 

Second Chances Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 JOHN 1:9

While the entire story of Scripture is God’s second chance for humanity, the Bible is full of individual examples of how 
He graciously poured out His love for His people and redeemed their lives. His heart for redemption is displayed 
through the way He continually reached into broken lives and gave His children another chance to follow Him. His 
patience and grace are unmerited and unmatched. He grants second chances to His people, not because they are 
deserving, but because He is merciful.  

The Scared Brave Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.  2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“Do not fear” is found 365 times in the Bible, once for each day of the year. God’s desire for His people is not for 
them to live in fear, but to live  in the confi dence He is always with them and that with Him, they have nothing to fear. 
God is faithful to His children, and in their choice to be brave, His power is beautifully displayed. Scripture provides 
examples of men and women who faced impossible situations but chose to be brave and follow God’s leading in their 
lives.
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Beautiful 
Brokenness
READING PLAN

WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Luke 7:36-50 At His Feet* Amena Owen Brown, p. 1424
2 Genesis 29:1–30:24 The Times We’re Passed Over  Angie Ryg, p. 45
3 Psalm 92:12-15 When You’re Wilting  Aliza Latta, p. 804
4 Romans 3:21-28 Bought at a Price Elisa Pulliam, p. 1580
5 Jeremiah 18:1-12 Still Cracked  Kim Hyland, p. 1044
6 Matthew 11:25–12:8 Rest for the Weary Courtney Walsh, p. 1326

WEEK 2
1 Lamentations 3 The Morning Will Come* Mary Carver, p. 1106
2 2 Kings 25 When You Can’t Make Sense of Devastation Amanda Conquers, p. 540
3 Ephesians 4:25-32 Fighting Anger  Kate Battistelli, p. 1669
4 2 Thessalonians The Thing We’re All Sure We Want Angie Ryg, p. 1705
 2:13–3:5
5 John 15:10-17 The Secret to Joy Elise Hurd, p. 1510
6 Joshua 24:14-28 Covenant Renewal Becky Thompson, p. 317

WEEK 3
1 2 Corinthians 4 Jars of Clay* Jennifer Dukes Lee, p. 1636
2 Proverbs 15:1 Soft Answers and the Hard Habit of Yelling Kimberly Coyle, p. 873
3 Luke 23–24 Between Friday and Sunday Kaitlyn Bouchillon, p. 1465
4 Genesis 32 Grasping to Prevailing Amanda Conquers, p. 54
5 1 Peter 2:1-10 A Holy Choosing Michele Cushatt, p. 1771
6 Exodus 38 The Bronze Mirror Kate Battistelli, p. 142

WEEK 4
1 2 Samuel 11-12 Give Me a Heart Like His* Wendy Blight, p. 432
2 Mark 11:12-14,20-25 The Turning Tide of Forgiveness September McCarthy, p. 1390
3 Song of Songs 4 Beauty Laurie Tomlinson, p. 925
4 Luke 9:1-36 Traveling Light Sheila Dailie, p. 1430
5 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 There Is One Who Is Always Enough Rachel Anne Ridge, p. 1646
6 Hosea 3 Worth the Wait Meredith Bernard, p. 1206

WEEK 5
1 John 4 You Are Fully Known and Fully Loved* Kaitlyn Bouchillon, p. 1482
2 Proverbs 19:21 When All Your Plans Fail Jessie Weaver, p. 885
3 Ruth 3–4 The Story of Naomi* Trillia Newbell, p. 365

*indicates a Refl ective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF
Beautiful Brokenness

Leah, page 47
Naomi, page 363

The Canaanite Woman, page 1335
The Woman with the Jar 
of Perfume, page 1423

The Samaritan Woman, page 1481
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Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
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5 Jeremiah 18:1-12 Still Cracked  Kim Hyland, p. 1044
6 Matthew 11:25–12:8 Rest for the Weary Courtney Walsh, p. 1326
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2 2 Kings 25 When You Can’t Make Sense of Devastation Amanda Conquers, p. 540
3 Ephesians 4:25-32 Fighting Anger  Kate Battistelli, p. 1669
4 2 Thessalonians The Thing We’re All Sure We Want Angie Ryg, p. 1705
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5 John 15:10-17 The Secret to Joy Elise Hurd, p. 1510
6 Joshua 24:14-28 Covenant Renewal Becky Thompson, p. 317
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4 Genesis 32 Grasping to Prevailing Amanda Conquers, p. 54
5 1 Peter 2:1-10 A Holy Choosing Michele Cushatt, p. 1771
6 Exodus 38 The Bronze Mirror Kate Battistelli, p. 142

WEEK 4
1 2 Samuel 11-12 Give Me a Heart Like His* Wendy Blight, p. 432
2 Mark 11:12-14,20-25 The Turning Tide of Forgiveness September McCarthy, p. 1390
3 Song of Songs 4 Beauty Laurie Tomlinson, p. 925
4 Luke 9:1-36 Traveling Light Sheila Dailie, p. 1430
5 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 There Is One Who Is Always Enough Rachel Anne Ridge, p. 1646
6 Hosea 3 Worth the Wait Meredith Bernard, p. 1206

WEEK 5
1 John 4 You Are Fully Known and Fully Loved* Kaitlyn Bouchillon, p. 1482
2 Proverbs 19:21 When All Your Plans Fail Jessie Weaver, p. 885
3 Ruth 3–4 The Story of Naomi* Trillia Newbell, p. 365

*indicates a Refl ective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF
Beautiful Brokenness

Leah, page 47
Naomi, page 363

The Canaanite Woman, page 1335
The Woman with the Jar 
of Perfume, page 1423

The Samaritan Woman, page 1481
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Bett er 
Together
READING PLAN

WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Acts 2 Mission Possible* Michele Cushatt, p. 1528
2 Genesis 47 Israel Moves to Egypt Arlene Pellicane, p. 75
3 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 Twenty-Four Seven Elisa Pulliam, p. 1619
4 Ezra 10 Hope for Revival Arlene Pellicane, p. 640
5 Hebrews 11 The Fight of Faith Erika Dawson, p. 1749
6 Amos 3 Walking Together Jo Ann Fore, p. 1233

WEEK 2
1 Nehemiah 2–3 When You’re #inthethickofi t* Denise J. Hughes, p. 646
2 Matthew 10 Safety in Numbers Erin Mohring, p. 1323
3 Ezekiel 36:16-38 When Your Heart Needs to Soften Dawn Camp, p. 1158
4 Colossians 1:1-23 The Visible Invisible Tonya Salomons, p. 1687
5 Proverbs 3:27-35 Choose to Act Laurie Tomlinson, p. 855
6 Joshua 7 Get Rid of What’s Achan You Melanie Dale, p. 295

WEEK 3
1 1 Corinthians 12:15-24 Many Parts, Yet One Body* Dawn Camp, p. 1616
2 1 Samuel 21-22 I Didn’t See That Coming Erin Mohring, p. 401
3 2 Corinthians 3 Pen Pals: A Tangible Letter from Christ  Elise Hurd, p. 1633
4 Leviticus 20:21-27 Holy to the Lord Lauren Chandler, p. 173
5 Ephesians 1:20-23 He Fills All Things Elise Hurd, p. 1663
6 Hebrews 12 Can I Get a Witness for the Fitness? Logan Wolfram, p. 1752

WEEK 4
1 Deuteronomy 10 Loving the Foreigner* Helen Lee, p. 252
2 Luke 8:4-15 Room to Grow Kendra Tillman, p. 1427
3 Ecclesiastes 1 Everything Is Futile Lovelle Gerth-Myers, p. 907
4 Ephesians 2:11-22 His Dwelling Place Among Us Kristin Taylor, p. 1665
5 1 Kings 15:9-24 Loyalty and Legacy Kimberly Coyle, p. 485
6 1 John 3:11-24 Inviting God into Our Ordinary Wendy Blight, p. 1788

WEEK 5
1 Philippians 2 But in Humility* Teri Lynne Underwood, p. 1678
2 Luke 22:7-23 Community Strengthens Us Lovelle Gerth-Myers, p. 1463
3 2 Kings 23:1-8 Stronger Together Sheila Dailie, p. 537

*indicates a Refl ective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF
Togetherness

Shiphrah and Puah, page 86
Huldah, page 534

Shallum’s Daughters, page 648
Isaiah’s Wife, page 942

Joanna and Susanna, page 1426
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WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Luke 7:36-50 At His Feet* Amena Owen Brown, p. 1424
2 Genesis 29:1–30:24 The Times We’re Passed Over  Angie Ryg, p. 45
3 Psalm 92:12-15 When You’re Wilting  Aliza Latta, p. 804
4 Romans 3:21-28 Bought at a Price Elisa Pulliam, p. 1580
5 Jeremiah 18:1-12 Still Cracked  Kim Hyland, p. 1044
6 Matthew 11:25–12:8 Rest for the Weary Courtney Walsh, p. 1326

WEEK 2
1 Lamentations 3 The Morning Will Come* Mary Carver, p. 1106
2 2 Kings 25 When You Can’t Make Sense of Devastation Amanda Conquers, p. 540
3 Ephesians 4:25-32 Fighting Anger  Kate Battistelli, p. 1669
4 2 Thessalonians The Thing We’re All Sure We Want Angie Ryg, p. 1705
 2:13–3:5
5 John 15:10-17 The Secret to Joy Elise Hurd, p. 1510
6 Joshua 24:14-28 Covenant Renewal Becky Thompson, p. 317

WEEK 3
1 2 Corinthians 4 Jars of Clay* Jennifer Dukes Lee, p. 1636
2 Proverbs 15:1 Soft Answers and the Hard Habit of Yelling Kimberly Coyle, p. 873
3 Luke 23–24 Between Friday and Sunday Kaitlyn Bouchillon, p. 1465
4 Genesis 32 Grasping to Prevailing Amanda Conquers, p. 54
5 1 Peter 2:1-10 A Holy Choosing Michele Cushatt, p. 1771
6 Exodus 38 The Bronze Mirror Kate Battistelli, p. 142

WEEK 4
1 2 Samuel 11-12 Give Me a Heart Like His* Wendy Blight, p. 432
2 Mark 11:12-14,20-25 The Turning Tide of Forgiveness September McCarthy, p. 1390
3 Song of Songs 4 Beauty Laurie Tomlinson, p. 925
4 Luke 9:1-36 Traveling Light Sheila Dailie, p. 1430
5 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 There Is One Who Is Always Enough Rachel Anne Ridge, p. 1646
6 Hosea 3 Worth the Wait Meredith Bernard, p. 1206

WEEK 5
1 John 4 You Are Fully Known and Fully Loved* Kaitlyn Bouchillon, p. 1482
2 Proverbs 19:21 When All Your Plans Fail Jessie Weaver, p. 885
3 Ruth 3–4 The Story of Naomi* Trillia Newbell, p. 365

*indicates a Refl ective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF
Beautiful Brokenness

Leah, page 47
Naomi, page 363

The Canaanite Woman, page 1335
The Woman with the Jar 
of Perfume, page 1423

The Samaritan Woman, page 1481
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Bett er 
Together
READING PLAN

WEEK 1
Day Passage Devotion Title Author, Page Number 
1 Acts 2 Mission Possible* Michele Cushatt, p. 1528
2 Genesis 47 Israel Moves to Egypt Arlene Pellicane, p. 75
3 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 Twenty-Four Seven Elisa Pulliam, p. 1619
4 Ezra 10 Hope for Revival Arlene Pellicane, p. 640
5 Hebrews 11 The Fight of Faith Erika Dawson, p. 1749
6 Amos 3 Walking Together Jo Ann Fore, p. 1233

WEEK 2
1 Nehemiah 2–3 When You’re #inthethickofi t* Denise J. Hughes, p. 646
2 Matthew 10 Safety in Numbers Erin Mohring, p. 1323
3 Ezekiel 36:16-38 When Your Heart Needs to Soften Dawn Camp, p. 1158
4 Colossians 1:1-23 The Visible Invisible Tonya Salomons, p. 1687
5 Proverbs 3:27-35 Choose to Act Laurie Tomlinson, p. 855
6 Joshua 7 Get Rid of What’s Achan You Melanie Dale, p. 295

WEEK 3
1 1 Corinthians 12:15-24 Many Parts, Yet One Body* Dawn Camp, p. 1616
2 1 Samuel 21-22 I Didn’t See That Coming Erin Mohring, p. 401
3 2 Corinthians 3 Pen Pals: A Tangible Letter from Christ  Elise Hurd, p. 1633
4 Leviticus 20:21-27 Holy to the Lord Lauren Chandler, p. 173
5 Ephesians 1:20-23 He Fills All Things Elise Hurd, p. 1663
6 Hebrews 12 Can I Get a Witness for the Fitness? Logan Wolfram, p. 1752

WEEK 4
1 Deuteronomy 10 Loving the Foreigner* Helen Lee, p. 252
2 Luke 8:4-15 Room to Grow Kendra Tillman, p. 1427
3 Ecclesiastes 1 Everything Is Futile Lovelle Gerth-Myers, p. 907
4 Ephesians 2:11-22 His Dwelling Place Among Us Kristin Taylor, p. 1665
5 1 Kings 15:9-24 Loyalty and Legacy Kimberly Coyle, p. 485
6 1 John 3:11-24 Inviting God into Our Ordinary Wendy Blight, p. 1788

WEEK 5
1 Philippians 2 But in Humility* Teri Lynne Underwood, p. 1678
2 Luke 22:7-23 Community Strengthens Us Lovelle Gerth-Myers, p. 1463
3 2 Kings 23:1-8 Stronger Together Sheila Dailie, p. 537

*indicates a Refl ective Devotion

MEET THE WOMEN OF
Togetherness

Shiphrah and Puah, page 86
Huldah, page 534

Shallum’s Daughters, page 648
Isaiah’s Wife, page 942

Joanna and Susanna, page 1426
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BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

Featuring the CHRISTIAN
STANDARD
BIBLE

Faithful and True: These words remind us that God’s Word reveals his character and 
will to us, transforms our lives, and leaves us in awe of his glory. At LifeWay, we strive to 
be faithful and true to the Word of God in all that we do, and we know that God is faithful 
and true to guide us as we publish biblical resources for life.

We are excited to introduce you to the Worldview Study Bible published in the Christian 
Standard Bible (CSB). As Christians go about their daily lives, they are called to view 
the world from a biblical perspective and allow God’s Word to impact the decisions 
they make, along with their views on culture and society. A translation that is accurate 
to the original languages while still remaining accessible for Christians to engage on a 
daily basis can be very helpful in the pursuit of a biblical worldview. We believe that by 
publishing the Worldview Study Bible in the CSB, Christians can enjoy the articles and 
study notes to guide them in a biblical worldview while engaging in a translation that 
they can trust and feel comfortable reading every single day. 

For the most up to date news on the CSB, visit 

6

study notes to guide them in a biblical worldview while engaging in a translation that 
they can trust and feel comfortable reading every single day. 

For the most up to date news on the CSB, visit CSBible.com

OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE—A BEAUTIFUL BALANCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that balances
linguistic precision of the original languages and readability in contemporary English. 
In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is clearly 
understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering might 
obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This 
process assures that both the words and thoughts contained in the original text are 
conveyed as accurately as possible for today’s readers.

The CSB provides a highly accurate text for faithful sermon preparation and serious study, 
translated from the biblical languages by scholars who love God’s Word. It is highly faithful 
to the original text. On the other hand, it does not compromise readability and clarity for 
those who may be less familiar with the traditional (and sometimes di­  cult) vocabulary 
retained in some translations of the Bible.  

Beyond that, we know that the good news of the Bible is meant to be shared. A translation 
that maintains accuracy and readability opens the door for every believer to share the 
Bible with someone who has read it for a lifetime, or with someone who has never before 
read its life-changing message.

BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

FORMAL
WORD FOR WORD

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

INTERLINEAR KJV NIV CEB MSGCSB

ESVNASB NKJV NRSV NLT LB

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

FORMAL
WORD

FOR WORD

GNT

BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

Bible translations shown in the top half of the graph are original translations directly from ancient texts to English. 
Those below the line are revisions of earlier English translations.

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations directly from ancient languages to 
English. Versions shown below the line began with the English text of another Bible translation. 
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understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering might 
obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This 
process assures that both the words and thoughts contained in the original text are 
conveyed as accurately as possible for today’s readers.

The CSB provides a highly accurate text for faithful sermon preparation and serious study, 
translated from the biblical languages by scholars who love God’s Word. It is highly faithful 
to the original text. On the other hand, it does not compromise readability and clarity for 
those who may be less familiar with the traditional (and sometimes di­  cult) vocabulary 
retained in some translations of the Bible.  

Beyond that, we know that the good news of the Bible is meant to be shared. A translation 
that maintains accuracy and readability opens the door for every believer to share the 
Bible with someone who has read it for a lifetime, or with someone who has never before 
read its life-changing message.

BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

FORMAL
WORD FOR WORD

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

INTERLINEAR KJV NIV CEB MSGCSB

ESVNASB NKJV NRSV NLT LB

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

FORMAL
WORD

FOR WORD

GNT

BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

Bible translations shown in the top half of the graph are original translations directly from ancient texts to English. 
Those below the line are revisions of earlier English translations.

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations directly from ancient languages to 
English. Versions shown below the line began with the English text of another Bible translation. 
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ABOUT (IN)COURAGE

AT  (IN)COURAGE  YOU ARE WELCOME to a place of faith, connection, 
and friendship, where you will always find yourself among friends. Founded in 
2009 by DaySpring, the Christian products subsidiary of Hallmark Cards, Inc., 
the vision for (in)courage was to create a new home for the hearts of women, 
where women take turns pulling up a chair to share their stories of what Jesus 
looks like in their everyday, gloriously ordinary, and often messy lives. Since then,  
(in)courage has grown into a vibrant community that reaches thousands of women 
every day, welcoming them just the way they are, offering a space to breathe, 
loving support, and resources for meaningful connection. For more information 
visit www.incourage.me.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

“Declare his glory among the nations, his wondrous works among all peoples.” 
PSALM 96 :3

The heart of (in)courage has always been to provide a place where women can gather to share 
their story and declare His glory. Since its inception in 2009, our website at incourage.me has 
published over 4,000 stories from more than 3,000 women. 

We gather together daily to bear witness to the beauty of God’s grace in our everyday lives. We 
share our stories because we believe it’s a ministry—the ministry of being willing to “go first.” 
To share what’s really going on. To whisper what perhaps we’ve all been thinking and feeling. To 
admit when we’re not fine. As friends and sisters in the body of Christ, our prayer is to continue 
the gift of going first through the stories here on these pages. 

The (in)courage Devotional Bible is an invitation for all women to find their stories within the 
tapestry of the greatest story ever told—God’s Story of Redemption. 

After walking through the Red Sea on dry land, Miriam led all the women of Israel in dancing 
and rejoicing because of what God had done. After leading an army into battle, Deborah gave 
praise to God for the victory. After learning her prayer had been answered and a child would 
soon be born, Hannah sang with words of thanksgiving. After hearing the angel’s words that she 
would give birth to the Savior who would sit on David’s throne, Mary responded with gratitude 
and praise. 

We seek to follow in the footsteps of these women. With 312 devotions by 122 women, we are 
telling our stories of how God’s story has changed our lives. Because of His grace, we have found 
beauty in the brokenness and hope in the hard. With each devotion, we sing the praise of the 
One who has authored our story for His glory. 

We believe Scripture is complete. Nothing needs to be added to it or taken from it, and we can 
find ourselves within it. God’s Word is truth. Our circumstances may be different and our culture 
might not look the same, but God "is the same yesterday, today, and forever" (Heb 13:8). We can 
look to Him as our unchanging source of hope. 

The (in)courage community has always believed that friendship matters and we are better 
together. We are many voices with one heart, and we want to lift our voices so more women 
can hear of His goodness—that no matter where we’ve been or what we’ve done, God loves us 
and has a purpose for us. We are never beyond His reach. In Christ, new life awaits. It’s the most 
beautiful story ever told.

Denise J. Hughes, General Editor

Visit incouragebible.com for more!
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A B

T H E  B O O K  O F

Esther
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART While the author of Esther is 
unknown, the themes presented in her story are both timeless and universal: 
God will protect His people and preserve a remnant from which the Messiah will 
one day come. The story of Esther is unique in Scripture as it’s the only book in 
the Bible that does not specifically mention God, but His divine presence and 
influence is seen and felt throughout the text.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY Set in the Persian empire after the 
Babylonian exile, the book of Esther gives us a glimpse into the lives of those 
who chose not to return to Jerusalem. For Esther—and many Jews like her—as-
similation in Babylon was so complete that her Jewish heritage was not visibly 
evident. Yet certain events would conspire to take a young Jewish woman of 
little consequence and promote her to queen of Persia. In this new position of 
power, Esther is poised to intervene before the king on behalf of her people.

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY Most of us won’t ever live in a time or 
place where we could personally prevent a genocide, but whenever evil is pres-
ent, we can be like Esther. We can fast and pray for our King to intervene on 
behalf of His people, and we can commit ourselves to being an instrument of 
justice and peace in our world today.

As you read Esther, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Imperfect Hospitality_ Intentional Gratitude
_ The Scared Brave

17-Est.indd   669 7/26/18   10:42 AM
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ev ery  man  should  be mas ter  of  his  own  house 
 and  speak  in  the lan guage  of  his  own peo ple.

THE SEARCH FOR A NEW QUEEN

2  Some  time lat er,  when  King Ahas u e rus’s 
 rage  had cooled  down,  he re mem bered 

Vash ti,  what  she  had  done,  and  what  was de-
cid ed  against  her. 2  The  king’s per son al at ten-
dants sug gest ed, “ Let  a  search  be  made  for 
beau ti ful  young vir gins  for  the  king. 3  Let  the 
 king ap point com mis sion ers  in  each prov-
ince  of  his king dom,  so  that  they  may gath er 
 all  the beau ti ful  young vir gins  to  the har em 
 at  the for tress  of  Susa.  Put  them un der  the su-
per vi sion  of Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep-
er  of  the wom en,  and  give  them  the re quired 
beau ty treat ments. 4  Then  the  young wom an 
 who pleas es  the  king  will be come  queen in-
stead  of Vash ti.”  This sug ges tion  pleased  the 
 king,  and  he  did ac cord ing ly.

5  In  the for tress  of  Susa,  there  was  a Jew-
ish  man  named Mor de cai  son  of  Jair,  son  of 
Shim ei,  son  of  Kish,  a Ben ja min ite. 6  He  had 
 been tak en  into ex ile  from Je ru sa lem  with 
 the oth er cap tives  when  King Neb u chad nez-
zar  of Bab ylon  took  King Jec o ni ah  of Ju dah 
 into ex ile. 7 Mor de cai  was  the le gal guard ian 
 of  his cous in A Ha das sah ( that  is, Es ther), be-
cause  she  had  no fa ther  or moth er.  The  young 
wom an  had  a beau ti ful f g ure  and  was ex-
treme ly good-looking.  When  her fa ther  and 
moth er  died, Mor de cai  had adopt ed  her  as 
 his  own daugh ter.

8  When  the  king’s com mand  and  edict be-
came pub lic knowl edge  and  when  many 
 young wom en  were gath ered  at  the for tress 
 of  Susa un der Heg ai’s su per vi sion, Es ther 
 was tak en  to  the pal ace,  into  the su per vi sion 
 of Heg ai, keep er  of  the wom en. 9  The  young 
wom an  pleased  him  and  gained  his fa vor  so 
 that  he accelerated  the process  of  the beau-
ty treat ments  and  the spe cial  diet  that  she 
re ceived.  He as signed sev en hand-picked 

Meet Esther
A WOMAN OF 

Hospitality
ESTHER 2

As a young woman, Esther 
was taken into the king’s court 
and subjected to life in a harem. 
But the Lord was with her. Esther 
pleased Hegai, the eunuch in 
charge of the harem, and won his 
favor. Hegai extended generous 
hospitality to this young, secretly 
Jewish, woman—giving her 
special beauty treatments and 
food. Living in the king’s court was 
not something she had chosen 
and, while perhaps luxurious at 
moments, it kept her from having a 
life of her own. Still, she graciously 
received Hegai’s hospitality, and 
he became a valued advisor to 
Esther. The Lord’s hand was clearly 
on Esther’s life as she went on to 
serve as queen and protect the 
Jews from genocide, and it all 
began with Hegai’s hospitality to 
her.

A 2:7 Lit uncle’s daughter

671

ESTHER 1-2

17-Est.indd   671 7/26/18   10:42 AM

VASHTI ANGERS THE KING

1  These  events  took  place dur ing  the  days  of 
Ahas u e rus,  who  ruled  127 prov inces  from 

In dia  to  Cush. 2  In  those  days  King Ahas u e rus 
 reigned  from  his roy al  throne  in  the for tress 
 at  Susa. 3  He  held  a  feast  in  the  third  year  of 
 his  reign  for  all  his of i cials  and  staf,  the 
 army  of Per sia  and Me dia,  the no bles,  and  the 
of i cials  from  the prov inces. 4  He dis played 
 the glo ri ous  wealth  of  his king dom  and  the 
mag nif  cent splen dor  of  his great ness  for  a 
to tal  of  180  days.

5  At  the  end  of  this  time,  the  king  held  a 
week-long ban quet  in  the gar den court yard 
 of  the roy al pal ace  for  all  the peo ple,  from  the 
great est  to  the  least,  who  were pre sent  in  the 
for tress  of  Susa. 6  White  and violet lin en hang-
ings  were fas tened  with  fne  white  and pur ple 
lin en  cords  to sil ver  rods  on mar ble A col umns. 
 Gold  and sil ver couch es  were ar ranged  on 
 a mo sa ic pave ment  of  red feldspar, B mar ble, 
mother-of-pearl,  and pre cious  stones.

7  Drinks  were  served  in  an ar ray  of  gold 
gob lets,  each  with  a dif er ent de sign. Roy al 
 wine  flowed free ly, ac cord ing  to  the  king’s 
boun ty. 8  The drink ing  was ac cord ing  to roy-
al de cree: “ There  are  no re stric tions.”  The 
 king  had or dered ev ery  wine stew ard  in  his 
house hold  to  serve what ev er  each per son 
want ed. 9  Queen Vash ti  also  gave  a  feast  for 
 the wom en  of  King Ahas u e rus’s pal ace.

10  On  the sev enth  day,  when  the  king  was 
feel ing  good  from  the  wine, Ahas u e rus com-
mand ed Me hu man, Biz tha, Har bo na, Big tha, 
Abag tha, Ze thar,  and Carkas  —   the sev en 
eu nuchs  who per son al ly  served  him  —   11  to 
 bring  Queen Vash ti be fore  him  with  her roy al 
 crown.  He want ed  to  show  of  her beau ty  to 
 the peo ple  and  the of i cials, be cause  she  was 
 very beau ti ful. 12  But  Queen Vash ti re fused  to 
 come  at  the  king’s com mand  that  was de liv-
ered  by  his eu nuchs.  The  king be came fu ri ous 
 and  his an ger  burned with in  him.

THE KING’S DECREE
13  The  king con sult ed  the  wise  men  who un-
der stood  the  times, C  for  it  was  his normal 
pro ce dure  to con fer  with ex perts  in  law  and 
jus tice. 14  The  most trust ed  ones D  were Car-
she na, She thar, Ad ma tha, Tar shish, Me res, 
Mar se na,  and Me mu can.  They  were  the sev-
en of i cials  of Per sia  and Me dia  who  had 
per son al ac cess  to  the  king  and oc cu pied  the 
high est po si tions  in  the king dom. 15  The  king 
 asked, “Ac cord ing  to  the  law,  what  should  be 
 done  with  Queen Vash ti,  since  she re fused  to 
 obey  King Ahas u e rus’s com mand  that  was 
de liv ered  by  the eu nuchs? ”

16 Me mu can  said  in  the pres ence  of  the 
 king  and  his of i cials, “ Queen Vash ti  has 
 wronged  not  only  the  king,  but  all  the of i-
cials  and  the peo ples  who  are  in ev ery  one 
 of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces. 17  For  the 
 queen’s ac tion  will be come pub lic knowl edge 
 to  all  the wom en  and  cause  them  to de spise 
 their hus bands  and  say, ‘ King Ahas u e rus or-
dered  Queen Vash ti  brought be fore  him,  but 
 she  did  not  come.’ 18 Be fore  this  day  is  over, 
 the no ble wom en  of Per sia  and Me dia  who 
 hear  about  the  queen’s  act  will  say  the  same 
 thing  to  all  the  king’s of i cials, resulting  in 
 more con tempt  and  fury.

19 “ If  it  meets  the  king’s ap prov al,  he  should 
per son al ly is sue  a roy al de cree.  Let  it  be re-
cord ed  in  the  laws  of Per sia  and Me dia,  so 
 that  it can not  be re voked: Vash ti  is  not  to en-
ter  King Ahas u e rus’s pres ence,  and  her roy-
al po si tion  is  to  be giv en  to an oth er wom an 
 who  is  more wor thy  than  she. 20  The de cree 
 the  king is sues  will  be  heard through out  his 
 vast king dom,  so  all wom en  will hon or  their 
hus bands,  from  the great est  to  the  least.”

21  The  king  and  his coun sel ors ap proved 
 the pro pos al,  and  he fol lowed Me mu can’s 
ad vice. 22  He  sent let ters  to  all  the roy al prov-
inces,  to  each prov ince  in  its  own  script  and 
 to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage,  that 
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ev ery  man  should  be mas ter  of  his  own  house 
 and  speak  in  the lan guage  of  his  own peo ple.

THE SEARCH FOR A NEW QUEEN

2  Some  time lat er,  when  King Ahas u e rus’s 
 rage  had cooled  down,  he re mem bered 

Vash ti,  what  she  had  done,  and  what  was de-
cid ed  against  her. 2  The  king’s per son al at ten-
dants sug gest ed, “ Let  a  search  be  made  for 
beau ti ful  young vir gins  for  the  king. 3  Let  the 
 king ap point com mis sion ers  in  each prov-
ince  of  his king dom,  so  that  they  may gath er 
 all  the beau ti ful  young vir gins  to  the har em 
 at  the for tress  of  Susa.  Put  them un der  the su-
per vi sion  of Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep-
er  of  the wom en,  and  give  them  the re quired 
beau ty treat ments. 4  Then  the  young wom an 
 who pleas es  the  king  will be come  queen in-
stead  of Vash ti.”  This sug ges tion  pleased  the 
 king,  and  he  did ac cord ing ly.

5  In  the for tress  of  Susa,  there  was  a Jew-
ish  man  named Mor de cai  son  of  Jair,  son  of 
Shim ei,  son  of  Kish,  a Ben ja min ite. 6  He  had 
 been tak en  into ex ile  from Je ru sa lem  with 
 the oth er cap tives  when  King Neb u chad nez-
zar  of Bab ylon  took  King Jec o ni ah  of Ju dah 
 into ex ile. 7 Mor de cai  was  the le gal guard ian 
 of  his cous in A Ha das sah ( that  is, Es ther), be-
cause  she  had  no fa ther  or moth er.  The  young 
wom an  had  a beau ti ful f g ure  and  was ex-
treme ly good-looking.  When  her fa ther  and 
moth er  died, Mor de cai  had adopt ed  her  as 
 his  own daugh ter.

8  When  the  king’s com mand  and  edict be-
came pub lic knowl edge  and  when  many 
 young wom en  were gath ered  at  the for tress 
 of  Susa un der Heg ai’s su per vi sion, Es ther 
 was tak en  to  the pal ace,  into  the su per vi sion 
 of Heg ai, keep er  of  the wom en. 9  The  young 
wom an  pleased  him  and  gained  his fa vor  so 
 that  he accelerated  the process  of  the beau-
ty treat ments  and  the spe cial  diet  that  she 
re ceived.  He as signed sev en hand-picked 

Meet Esther
A WOMAN OF 

Hospitality
ESTHER 2

As a young woman, Esther 
was taken into the king’s court 
and subjected to life in a harem. 
But the Lord was with her. Esther 
pleased Hegai, the eunuch in 
charge of the harem, and won his 
favor. Hegai extended generous 
hospitality to this young, secretly 
Jewish, woman—giving her 
special beauty treatments and 
food. Living in the king’s court was 
not something she had chosen 
and, while perhaps luxurious at 
moments, it kept her from having a 
life of her own. Still, she graciously 
received Hegai’s hospitality, and 
he became a valued advisor to 
Esther. The Lord’s hand was clearly 
on Esther’s life as she went on to 
serve as queen and protect the 
Jews from genocide, and it all 
began with Hegai’s hospitality to 
her.
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VASHTI ANGERS THE KING

1  These  events  took  place dur ing  the  days  of 
Ahas u e rus,  who  ruled  127 prov inces  from 

In dia  to  Cush. 2  In  those  days  King Ahas u e rus 
 reigned  from  his roy al  throne  in  the for tress 
 at  Susa. 3  He  held  a  feast  in  the  third  year  of 
 his  reign  for  all  his of i cials  and  staf,  the 
 army  of Per sia  and Me dia,  the no bles,  and  the 
of i cials  from  the prov inces. 4  He dis played 
 the glo ri ous  wealth  of  his king dom  and  the 
mag nif  cent splen dor  of  his great ness  for  a 
to tal  of  180  days.

5  At  the  end  of  this  time,  the  king  held  a 
week-long ban quet  in  the gar den court yard 
 of  the roy al pal ace  for  all  the peo ple,  from  the 
great est  to  the  least,  who  were pre sent  in  the 
for tress  of  Susa. 6  White  and violet lin en hang-
ings  were fas tened  with  fne  white  and pur ple 
lin en  cords  to sil ver  rods  on mar ble A col umns. 
 Gold  and sil ver couch es  were ar ranged  on 
 a mo sa ic pave ment  of  red feldspar, B mar ble, 
mother-of-pearl,  and pre cious  stones.

7  Drinks  were  served  in  an ar ray  of  gold 
gob lets,  each  with  a dif er ent de sign. Roy al 
 wine  flowed free ly, ac cord ing  to  the  king’s 
boun ty. 8  The drink ing  was ac cord ing  to roy-
al de cree: “ There  are  no re stric tions.”  The 
 king  had or dered ev ery  wine stew ard  in  his 
house hold  to  serve what ev er  each per son 
want ed. 9  Queen Vash ti  also  gave  a  feast  for 
 the wom en  of  King Ahas u e rus’s pal ace.

10  On  the sev enth  day,  when  the  king  was 
feel ing  good  from  the  wine, Ahas u e rus com-
mand ed Me hu man, Biz tha, Har bo na, Big tha, 
Abag tha, Ze thar,  and Carkas  —   the sev en 
eu nuchs  who per son al ly  served  him  —   11  to 
 bring  Queen Vash ti be fore  him  with  her roy al 
 crown.  He want ed  to  show  of  her beau ty  to 
 the peo ple  and  the of i cials, be cause  she  was 
 very beau ti ful. 12  But  Queen Vash ti re fused  to 
 come  at  the  king’s com mand  that  was de liv-
ered  by  his eu nuchs.  The  king be came fu ri ous 
 and  his an ger  burned with in  him.

THE KING’S DECREE
13  The  king con sult ed  the  wise  men  who un-
der stood  the  times, C  for  it  was  his normal 
pro ce dure  to con fer  with ex perts  in  law  and 
jus tice. 14  The  most trust ed  ones D  were Car-
she na, She thar, Ad ma tha, Tar shish, Me res, 
Mar se na,  and Me mu can.  They  were  the sev-
en of i cials  of Per sia  and Me dia  who  had 
per son al ac cess  to  the  king  and oc cu pied  the 
high est po si tions  in  the king dom. 15  The  king 
 asked, “Ac cord ing  to  the  law,  what  should  be 
 done  with  Queen Vash ti,  since  she re fused  to 
 obey  King Ahas u e rus’s com mand  that  was 
de liv ered  by  the eu nuchs? ”

16 Me mu can  said  in  the pres ence  of  the 
 king  and  his of i cials, “ Queen Vash ti  has 
 wronged  not  only  the  king,  but  all  the of i-
cials  and  the peo ples  who  are  in ev ery  one 
 of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces. 17  For  the 
 queen’s ac tion  will be come pub lic knowl edge 
 to  all  the wom en  and  cause  them  to de spise 
 their hus bands  and  say, ‘ King Ahas u e rus or-
dered  Queen Vash ti  brought be fore  him,  but 
 she  did  not  come.’ 18 Be fore  this  day  is  over, 
 the no ble wom en  of Per sia  and Me dia  who 
 hear  about  the  queen’s  act  will  say  the  same 
 thing  to  all  the  king’s of i cials, resulting  in 
 more con tempt  and  fury.

19 “ If  it  meets  the  king’s ap prov al,  he  should 
per son al ly is sue  a roy al de cree.  Let  it  be re-
cord ed  in  the  laws  of Per sia  and Me dia,  so 
 that  it can not  be re voked: Vash ti  is  not  to en-
ter  King Ahas u e rus’s pres ence,  and  her roy-
al po si tion  is  to  be giv en  to an oth er wom an 
 who  is  more wor thy  than  she. 20  The de cree 
 the  king is sues  will  be  heard through out  his 
 vast king dom,  so  all wom en  will hon or  their 
hus bands,  from  the great est  to  the  least.”

21  The  king  and  his coun sel ors ap proved 
 the pro pos al,  and  he fol lowed Me mu can’s 
ad vice. 22  He  sent let ters  to  all  the roy al prov-
inces,  to  each prov ince  in  its  own  script  and 
 to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage,  that 
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fe male ser vants  to  her  from  the pal ace  and 
trans ferred  her  and  her ser vants  to  the har-
em’s  best quar ters.

10 Es ther  did  not re veal  her ethnicity  or  her 
fam i ly back ground, be cause Mor de cai  had 
or dered  her  not  to  make  them  known. 11 Ev-
ery  day Mor de cai  took  a  walk  in  front  of  the 
har em’s court yard  to  learn  how Es ther  was 
do ing  and  to  see  what  was hap pen ing  to  her.

12 Dur ing  the  year be fore  each  young wom-
an’s  turn  to  go  to  King Ahas u e rus,  the har em 
reg u la tion re quired  her  to re ceive beau ty 
treat ments  with  oil  of  myrrh  for  six  months 
 and  then  with per fumes  and cos met ics  for 
an oth er  six  months. 13  When  the  young wom-
an  would  go  to  the  king,  she  was giv en what-
ev er  she re quest ed  to  take  with  her  from  the 
har em  to  the pal ace. 14  She  would  go  in  the 
eve ning,  and  in  the morn ing  she  would re-
turn  to  a sec ond har em un der  the su per vi-
sion  of  the  king’s eu nuch Sha ash gaz, keep er 
 of  the con cu bines.  She nev er  went  to  the  king 
 again, un less  he de sired  her  and sum moned 
 her  by  name.

ESTHER BECOMES QUEEN
15 Es ther  was  the daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  the un-
cle  of Mor de cai  who  had adopt ed  her  as  his 
 own daugh ter.  When  her  turn  came  to  go  to 
 the  king,  she  did  not  ask  for any thing ex cept 
 what Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep er  of  the 
wom en, sug gest ed. Es ther  gained fa vor  in  the 
 eyes  of ev ery one  who  saw  her.

16  She  was tak en  to  King Ahas u e rus  in  the 
pal ace  in  the  tenth  month,  the  month Te beth, 
 in  the sev enth  year  of  his  reign. 17  The  king 
 loved Es ther  more  than  all  the oth er wom en. 
 She  won  more fa vor  and ap prov al  from  him 
 than  did  any  of  the oth er vir gins.  He  placed 
 the roy al  crown  on  her  head  and  made  her 
 queen  in  place  of Vash ti. 18  The  king  held  a 
 great ban quet  for  all  his of  i cials  and  staf .  It 
 was Es ther’s ban quet.  He  freed  his prov inces 

 from  tax pay ments  and  gave  gifts wor thy  of 
 the  king’s boun ty.

MORDECAI SAVES THE KING
19  When  the vir gins  were gath ered  a sec ond 
 time, Mor de cai  was sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate. 
20 (Es ther  had  not re vealed  her fam i ly back-
ground  or  her ethnicity,  as Mor de cai  had di-
rect ed.  She  obeyed Mor de cai’s or ders,  as  she 
al ways  had  while  he  raised  her.)

21 Dur ing  those  days  while Mor de cai  was 
sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate, Big than  and Te resh, 
 two  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the 
en trance, be came in fu ri at ed  and  planned  to 
as sas si nate A  King Ahas u e rus. 22  When Mor-
de cai  learned  of  the  plot,  he re port ed  it  to 
 Queen Es ther,  and  she  told  the  king  on Mor-
de cai’s be half. 23  When  the re port  was in ves-
ti gat ed  and ver i f ed,  both  men  were  hanged 
 on  the gal lows.  This event  was re cord ed  in 
 the His tor i cal Rec ord  in  the  king’s pres ence.

HAMAN’S PLAN TO KILL THE JEWS

3 Af ter  all  this  took  place,  King Ahas u e rus 
hon ored Ha man,  son  of Ham me da tha 

 the Ag ag ite.  He pro mot ed  him  in  rank  and 
 gave  him  a high er po si tion  than  all  the oth er 
of  i cials. 2  The en tire roy al  staf   at  the  King’s 
 Gate  bowed  down  and  paid hom age  to Ha-
man, be cause  the  king  had com mand ed  this 
 to  be  done  for  him.  But Mor de cai  would  not 
 bow  down  or  pay hom age. 3  The mem bers  of 
 the roy al  staf   at  the  King’s  Gate  asked Mor-
de cai, “ Why  are  you dis obey ing  the  king’s 
com mand? ” 4  When  they  had  warned  him 
 day af ter  day  and  he  still  would  not lis ten  to 
 them,  they  told Ha man  in or der  to  see  if Mor-
de cai’s ac tions  would  be tol er at ed,  since  he 
 had  told  them  he  was  a  Jew.

5  When Ha man  saw  that Mor de cai  was 
 not bow ing  down  or pay ing  him hom age,  he 
 was  f lled  with  rage. 6  And  when  he  learned 
 of Mor de cai’s ethnic identity,  it  seemed 
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Handpicked
ESTHER 2:8-9

About seven years ago I became a small business owner. It wasn’t something I sought 
out intentionally; it just came. I’ve struggled occasionally with the success of it because 
it’s not my passion. It’s hard work. It’s detail oriented. I’m defi nitely an artist fi rst, jewelry 
designer far second. My interest was something else, and yet this has been the path the 
Lord has set for me and blessed time and again. He’s given me a platform, and the work 
He’s put my hand to has become a ministry.

Reading through Esther I feel a common bond. She was a young Jewish girl minding her 
own business and all of a sudden she was plucked up and set on a path away from her fam-
ily and friends. She spent almost a year in a harem before she was presented to the king.

Esther 2:8-9 says, “When the king’s command and edict became public knowledge and 
when many young women were gathered at the fortress of Susa under Hegai’s supervi-
sion, Esther was taken to the palace, into the supervision of Hegai, keeper of the women. 
The young woman pleased him and gained his favor so that he accelerated the process 
of the beauty treatments and the special diet that she received. He assigned seven hand-
picked female servants to Esther from the palace and transferred her and her servants to 
the harem’s best quarters.” 

Scripture doesn’t say specifi cally, but I’m pretty sure she didn’t want to go, yet during that 
year she won the favor of those around her and ultimately with the king of Persia. It was a 
year of preparation for what the Lord was going to do through her. He showered her with 
favor. He placed her in the right place at the right time. With her platform set, her whole 
reason for being there was to infl uence King Ahasuerus to save God’s people.

When I think of Esther and the pivotal role she played in God’s master plan, it makes me 
rethink my life and the position He has for me. It may not have been what I chose, but God 
is in the details. You may feel like somewhere along the way you took a wrong turn, but 
without a shadow of a doubt, He has you specifi cally placed to infl uence.

You’ve been handpicked for such a time as this.

Lord, we lay our lives at Your feet. Align our hearts with Your purpose and will. Use us de-
spite our shortcomings and doubts. We long to be like Esther—obedient, patient in doing 
good, and a mighty weapon for Your kingdom. Equip us for whatever You bring our way. 
Thank You for handpicking us! In Jesus’s name, amen.

Imperfect Hospitality
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Author Index, page 1844
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fe male ser vants  to  her  from  the pal ace  and 
trans ferred  her  and  her ser vants  to  the har-
em’s  best quar ters.

10 Es ther  did  not re veal  her ethnicity  or  her 
fam i ly back ground, be cause Mor de cai  had 
or dered  her  not  to  make  them  known. 11 Ev-
ery  day Mor de cai  took  a  walk  in  front  of  the 
har em’s court yard  to  learn  how Es ther  was 
do ing  and  to  see  what  was hap pen ing  to  her.

12 Dur ing  the  year be fore  each  young wom-
an’s  turn  to  go  to  King Ahas u e rus,  the har em 
reg u la tion re quired  her  to re ceive beau ty 
treat ments  with  oil  of  myrrh  for  six  months 
 and  then  with per fumes  and cos met ics  for 
an oth er  six  months. 13  When  the  young wom-
an  would  go  to  the  king,  she  was giv en what-
ev er  she re quest ed  to  take  with  her  from  the 
har em  to  the pal ace. 14  She  would  go  in  the 
eve ning,  and  in  the morn ing  she  would re-
turn  to  a sec ond har em un der  the su per vi-
sion  of  the  king’s eu nuch Sha ash gaz, keep er 
 of  the con cu bines.  She nev er  went  to  the  king 
 again, un less  he de sired  her  and sum moned 
 her  by  name.

ESTHER BECOMES QUEEN
15 Es ther  was  the daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  the un-
cle  of Mor de cai  who  had adopt ed  her  as  his 
 own daugh ter.  When  her  turn  came  to  go  to 
 the  king,  she  did  not  ask  for any thing ex cept 
 what Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep er  of  the 
wom en, sug gest ed. Es ther  gained fa vor  in  the 
 eyes  of ev ery one  who  saw  her.

16  She  was tak en  to  King Ahas u e rus  in  the 
pal ace  in  the  tenth  month,  the  month Te beth, 
 in  the sev enth  year  of  his  reign. 17  The  king 
 loved Es ther  more  than  all  the oth er wom en. 
 She  won  more fa vor  and ap prov al  from  him 
 than  did  any  of  the oth er vir gins.  He  placed 
 the roy al  crown  on  her  head  and  made  her 
 queen  in  place  of Vash ti. 18  The  king  held  a 
 great ban quet  for  all  his of  i cials  and  staf .  It 
 was Es ther’s ban quet.  He  freed  his prov inces 

 from  tax pay ments  and  gave  gifts wor thy  of 
 the  king’s boun ty.

MORDECAI SAVES THE KING
19  When  the vir gins  were gath ered  a sec ond 
 time, Mor de cai  was sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate. 
20 (Es ther  had  not re vealed  her fam i ly back-
ground  or  her ethnicity,  as Mor de cai  had di-
rect ed.  She  obeyed Mor de cai’s or ders,  as  she 
al ways  had  while  he  raised  her.)

21 Dur ing  those  days  while Mor de cai  was 
sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate, Big than  and Te resh, 
 two  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the 
en trance, be came in fu ri at ed  and  planned  to 
as sas si nate A  King Ahas u e rus. 22  When Mor-
de cai  learned  of  the  plot,  he re port ed  it  to 
 Queen Es ther,  and  she  told  the  king  on Mor-
de cai’s be half. 23  When  the re port  was in ves-
ti gat ed  and ver i f ed,  both  men  were  hanged 
 on  the gal lows.  This event  was re cord ed  in 
 the His tor i cal Rec ord  in  the  king’s pres ence.

HAMAN’S PLAN TO KILL THE JEWS

3 Af ter  all  this  took  place,  King Ahas u e rus 
hon ored Ha man,  son  of Ham me da tha 

 the Ag ag ite.  He pro mot ed  him  in  rank  and 
 gave  him  a high er po si tion  than  all  the oth er 
of  i cials. 2  The en tire roy al  staf   at  the  King’s 
 Gate  bowed  down  and  paid hom age  to Ha-
man, be cause  the  king  had com mand ed  this 
 to  be  done  for  him.  But Mor de cai  would  not 
 bow  down  or  pay hom age. 3  The mem bers  of 
 the roy al  staf   at  the  King’s  Gate  asked Mor-
de cai, “ Why  are  you dis obey ing  the  king’s 
com mand? ” 4  When  they  had  warned  him 
 day af ter  day  and  he  still  would  not lis ten  to 
 them,  they  told Ha man  in or der  to  see  if Mor-
de cai’s ac tions  would  be tol er at ed,  since  he 
 had  told  them  he  was  a  Jew.

5  When Ha man  saw  that Mor de cai  was 
 not bow ing  down  or pay ing  him hom age,  he 
 was  f lled  with  rage. 6  And  when  he  learned 
 of Mor de cai’s ethnic identity,  it  seemed 
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Handpicked
ESTHER 2:8-9

About seven years ago I became a small business owner. It wasn’t something I sought 
out intentionally; it just came. I’ve struggled occasionally with the success of it because 
it’s not my passion. It’s hard work. It’s detail oriented. I’m defi nitely an artist fi rst, jewelry 
designer far second. My interest was something else, and yet this has been the path the 
Lord has set for me and blessed time and again. He’s given me a platform, and the work 
He’s put my hand to has become a ministry.

Reading through Esther I feel a common bond. She was a young Jewish girl minding her 
own business and all of a sudden she was plucked up and set on a path away from her fam-
ily and friends. She spent almost a year in a harem before she was presented to the king.

Esther 2:8-9 says, “When the king’s command and edict became public knowledge and 
when many young women were gathered at the fortress of Susa under Hegai’s supervi-
sion, Esther was taken to the palace, into the supervision of Hegai, keeper of the women. 
The young woman pleased him and gained his favor so that he accelerated the process 
of the beauty treatments and the special diet that she received. He assigned seven hand-
picked female servants to Esther from the palace and transferred her and her servants to 
the harem’s best quarters.” 

Scripture doesn’t say specifi cally, but I’m pretty sure she didn’t want to go, yet during that 
year she won the favor of those around her and ultimately with the king of Persia. It was a 
year of preparation for what the Lord was going to do through her. He showered her with 
favor. He placed her in the right place at the right time. With her platform set, her whole 
reason for being there was to infl uence King Ahasuerus to save God’s people.

When I think of Esther and the pivotal role she played in God’s master plan, it makes me 
rethink my life and the position He has for me. It may not have been what I chose, but God 
is in the details. You may feel like somewhere along the way you took a wrong turn, but 
without a shadow of a doubt, He has you specifi cally placed to infl uence.

You’ve been handpicked for such a time as this.

Lord, we lay our lives at Your feet. Align our hearts with Your purpose and will. Use us de-
spite our shortcomings and doubts. We long to be like Esther—obedient, patient in doing 
good, and a mighty weapon for Your kingdom. Equip us for whatever You bring our way. 
Thank You for handpicking us! In Jesus’s name, amen.

Imperfect Hospitality
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cials  and  the peo ple  of  the roy al prov inces 
 know  that  one  law ap plies  to ev ery  man  or 
wom an  who ap proach es  the  king  in  the in-
ner court yard  and  who  has  not  been sum-
moned  —   the  death pen al ty  —   un less  the 
 king ex tends  the  gold scep ter, al low ing  that 
per son  to  live.  I  have  not  been sum moned 
 to ap pear be fore  the  king  for  the  last A thir-
ty  days.” 12 Es ther’s re sponse  was re port ed  to  
Mor de cai.

13 Mor de cai  told  the mes sen ger  to re ply  to 
Es ther, “ Don’t  think  that  you  will es cape  the 
 fate  of  all  the  Jews be cause  you  are  in  the 
 king’s pal ace. 14  If  you  keep si lent  at  this  time, 
re lief  and de liv er ance  will  come  to  the Jew ish 
peo ple  from an oth er  place,  but  you  and  your 
fa ther’s fam i ly  will  be de stroyed.  Who  knows, 
per haps  you  have  come  to  your roy al po si-
tion  for  such  a  time  as  this.”

15 Es ther  sent  this re ply  to Mor de cai: 16 “ Go 
 and as sem ble  all  the  Jews  who  can  be  found 
 in  Susa  and  fast  for  me.  Don’t  eat  or  drink 
 for  three  days,  night  or  day.  I  and  my fe male 
ser vants  will  also  fast  in  the  same  way. Af ter 
 that,  I  will  go  to  the  king  even  if  it  is  against 
 the  law.  If  I per ish,  I per ish.” 17  So Mor de cai 
 went  and  did ev ery thing Es ther  had com-
mand ed  him.

ESTHER APPROACHES THE KING

5  On  the  third  day, Es ther  dressed  in  her 
roy al cloth ing  and  stood  in  the in ner 

court yard  of  the pal ace fac ing  it.  The  king 
 was sit ting  on  his roy al  throne  in  the roy al 
courtroom, B fac ing  its en trance. 2  As  soon  as 
 the  king  saw  Queen Es ther stand ing  in  the 
court yard,  she  gained fa vor  in  his  eyes.  The 
 king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter  in  his  hand 
to ward Es ther,  and  she ap proached  and 
 touched  the  tip  of  the scep ter.

3 “ What  is  it,  Queen Es ther? ”  the  king  asked 
 her. “What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the 
king dom,  will  be giv en  to  you.”

4 “ If  it pleas es  the  king,” Es ther re plied, 
“ may  the  king  and Ha man  come to day  to  the 
ban quet  I  have pre pared  for  them.”

5  The  king  said, “Hur ry,  and  get Ha man  so 
 we  can  do  as Es ther  has re quest ed.”  So  the 
 king  and Ha man  went  to  the ban quet Es ther 
 had pre pared.

6  While drink ing  the C  wine,  the  king  asked 
Es ther, “What ev er  you  ask  will  be giv en  to 
 you. What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the 
king dom,  will  be  done.”

7 Es ther an swered, “ This  is  my pe ti tion  and 
 my re quest: 8  If  I  have  found fa vor  in  the  eyes 
 of  the  king,  and  if  it pleas es  the  king  to  grant 
 my pe ti tion  and per form  my re quest,  may  the 
 king  and Ha man  come  to  the ban quet  I  will 
pre pare  for  them. To mor row  I  will  do  what 
 the  king  has  asked.”

9  That  day Ha man  left  full  of  joy  and  in  good 
spir its. D  But  when Ha man  saw Mor de cai  at 
 the  King’s  Gate,  and Mor de cai  didn’t  rise  or 
trem ble  in  fear  at  his pres ence, Ha man  was 
 flled  with  rage to ward Mor de cai. 10  Yet Ha-
man con trolled him self  and  went  home.  He 
 sent  for  his  friends  and  his  wife Ze resh  to  join 
 him. 11  Then Ha man de scribed  for  them  his 
glo ri ous  wealth  and  his  many  sons.  He  told 
 them  all  how  the  king  had hon ored  him  and 
pro mot ed  him  in  rank  over  the oth er of i cials 
 and  the roy al  staf. 12 “ What’s  more,” Ha man 
add ed, “ Queen Es ther in vit ed  no  one  but  me 
 to  join  the  king  at  the ban quet  she  had pre-
pared.  I  am in vit ed  again to mor row  to  join 
 her  with  the  king. 13  Still,  none  of  this sat is fes 
 me  since  I  see Mor de cai  the  Jew sit ting  at  the 
 King’s  Gate  all  the  time.”

14  His  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends  told 
 him, “ Have  them  build  a gal lows seventy-fve 
 feet E  tall.  Ask  the  king  in  the morn ing  to  hang 
Mor de cai  on  it.  Then  go  to  the ban quet  with 
 the  king  and en joy your self.”  The ad vice 
 pleased Ha man,  so  he  had  the gal lows con-
struct ed.
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repugnant  to Ha man  to  do  away  with A Mor-
de cai  alone.  He  planned  to de stroy  all  of 
Mor de cai’s peo ple,  the  Jews, through out 
Ahas u e rus’s king dom.

7  In  the  frst  month,  the  month  of Ni san,  in 
 King Ahas u e rus’s  twelfth  year,  the  Pur  —   that 
 is,  the  lot  —   was  cast be fore Ha man  for  each 
 day  in  each  month,  and  it  fell  on  the  twelfth 
 month,  the  month  Adar. 8  Then Ha man in-
formed  King Ahas u e rus, “ There  is  one eth-
nic  group, scat tered through out  the peo ples 
 in ev ery prov ince  of  your king dom, keep ing 
them selves sep a rate.  Their  laws  are dif er ent 
 from ev ery one  else’s  and  they  do  not  obey  the 
 king’s  laws.  It  is  not  in  the  king’s  best in ter est 
 to tol er ate  them. 9  If  the  king ap proves,  let  an 
or der  be  drawn  up au tho riz ing  their de struc-
tion,  and  I  will  pay  375  tons  of sil ver  to B  the 
of i cials  for de pos it  in  the roy al trea sury.”

10  The  king re moved  his sig net  ring  from 
 his fn ger  and  gave  it  to Ha man  son  of Ham-
me da tha  the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  the Jew-
ish peo ple. 11  Then  the  king  told Ha man, “ The 
mon ey  and peo ple  are giv en  to  you  to  do  with 
 as  you  see  ft.”

12  The roy al  scribes  were sum moned  on  the 
thir teenth  day  of  the  frst  month,  and  the or-
der  was writ ten ex act ly  as Ha man com mand-
ed.  It  was in tend ed  for  the roy al sa traps,  the 
gov er nors  of  each  of  the prov inces,  and  the 
of i cials  of  each ethnic  group  and writ ten  for 
 each prov ince  in  its  own  script  and  to  each 
ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage.  It  was writ-
ten  in  the  name  of  King Ahas u e rus  and  sealed 
 with  the roy al sig net  ring. 13 Let ters  were  sent 
 by cou ri ers  to  each  of  the roy al prov inces 
tell ing  the of i cials  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni-
hi late  all  the Jew ish peo ple  —   young  and  old, 
wom en  and chil dren  —   and plun der  their 
pos ses sions  on  a sin gle  day,  the thir teenth 
 day  of  Adar,  the  twelfth  month. C

14  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through-
out ev ery prov ince,  was dis trib ut ed  to  all  the 

peo ples  so  that  they  might  get  ready  for  that 
 day. 15  The cou ri ers  left,  spurred  on  by roy al 
com mand,  and  the  law  was is sued  in  the for-
tress  of  Susa.  The  king  and Ha man  sat  down  to 
 drink,  while  the  city  of  Susa  was  in con fu sion.

MORDECAI APPEALS TO ESTHER

4  When Mor de cai  learned  all  that  had oc-
curred,  he  tore  his  clothes,  put  on sack-

cloth  and ash es,  went  into  the mid dle  of  the 
 city,  and  cried loud ly  and bit ter ly. 2  He  went 
 only  as  far  as  the  King’s  Gate,  since  the  law 
prohibited any one wear ing sack cloth  from 
en ter ing  the  King’s  Gate. 3  There  was  great 
mourn ing  among  the Jew ish peo ple  in ev-
ery prov ince  where  the  king’s com mand  and 
 edict  came.  They fast ed,  wept,  and la ment ed, 
 and  many  lay  in sack cloth  and ash es.

4 Es ther’s fe male ser vants  and  her eu-
nuchs  came  and re port ed  the  news  to  her, 
 and  the  queen  was over come  with  fear.  She 
 sent  clothes  for Mor de cai  to  wear  so  that  he 
 would  take  of  his sack cloth,  but  he  did  not 
ac cept  them. 5 Es ther sum moned Ha thach, 
 one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who at tend ed  her, 
 and dis patched  him  to Mor de cai  to  learn 
 what  he  was do ing  and  why. D 6  So Ha thach 
 went  out  to Mor de cai  in  the  city  square  in 
 front  of  the  King’s  Gate. 7 Mor de cai  told  him 
ev ery thing  that  had hap pened  as  well  as  the 
ex act  amount  of mon ey Ha man  had prom-
ised  to  pay  the roy al trea sury  for  the slaugh-
ter  of  the  Jews.

8 Mor de cai  also  gave  him  a  copy  of  the 
writ ten de cree is sued  in  Susa ordering  their 
de struc tion,  so  that Ha thach  might  show  it 
 to Es ther, ex plain  it  to  her,  and com mand  her 
 to ap proach  the  king, im plore  his fa vor,  and 
 plead  with  him per son al ly  for  her peo ple. 
9 Ha thach  came  and re peat ed Mor de cai’s re-
sponse  to Es ther.

10 Es ther  spoke  to Ha thach  and com mand-
ed  him  to  tell Mor de cai, 11 “ All  the roy al of i - 
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cials  and  the peo ple  of  the roy al prov inces 
 know  that  one  law ap plies  to ev ery  man  or 
wom an  who ap proach es  the  king  in  the in-
ner court yard  and  who  has  not  been sum-
moned  —   the  death pen al ty  —   un less  the 
 king ex tends  the  gold scep ter, al low ing  that 
per son  to  live.  I  have  not  been sum moned 
 to ap pear be fore  the  king  for  the  last A thir-
ty  days.” 12 Es ther’s re sponse  was re port ed  to  
Mor de cai.

13 Mor de cai  told  the mes sen ger  to re ply  to 
Es ther, “ Don’t  think  that  you  will es cape  the 
 fate  of  all  the  Jews be cause  you  are  in  the 
 king’s pal ace. 14  If  you  keep si lent  at  this  time, 
re lief  and de liv er ance  will  come  to  the Jew ish 
peo ple  from an oth er  place,  but  you  and  your 
fa ther’s fam i ly  will  be de stroyed.  Who  knows, 
per haps  you  have  come  to  your roy al po si-
tion  for  such  a  time  as  this.”

15 Es ther  sent  this re ply  to Mor de cai: 16 “ Go 
 and as sem ble  all  the  Jews  who  can  be  found 
 in  Susa  and  fast  for  me.  Don’t  eat  or  drink 
 for  three  days,  night  or  day.  I  and  my fe male 
ser vants  will  also  fast  in  the  same  way. Af ter 
 that,  I  will  go  to  the  king  even  if  it  is  against 
 the  law.  If  I per ish,  I per ish.” 17  So Mor de cai 
 went  and  did ev ery thing Es ther  had com-
mand ed  him.

ESTHER APPROACHES THE KING

5  On  the  third  day, Es ther  dressed  in  her 
roy al cloth ing  and  stood  in  the in ner 

court yard  of  the pal ace fac ing  it.  The  king 
 was sit ting  on  his roy al  throne  in  the roy al 
courtroom, B fac ing  its en trance. 2  As  soon  as 
 the  king  saw  Queen Es ther stand ing  in  the 
court yard,  she  gained fa vor  in  his  eyes.  The 
 king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter  in  his  hand 
to ward Es ther,  and  she ap proached  and 
 touched  the  tip  of  the scep ter.

3 “ What  is  it,  Queen Es ther? ”  the  king  asked 
 her. “What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the 
king dom,  will  be giv en  to  you.”

4 “ If  it pleas es  the  king,” Es ther re plied, 
“ may  the  king  and Ha man  come to day  to  the 
ban quet  I  have pre pared  for  them.”

5  The  king  said, “Hur ry,  and  get Ha man  so 
 we  can  do  as Es ther  has re quest ed.”  So  the 
 king  and Ha man  went  to  the ban quet Es ther 
 had pre pared.

6  While drink ing  the C  wine,  the  king  asked 
Es ther, “What ev er  you  ask  will  be giv en  to 
 you. What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the 
king dom,  will  be  done.”

7 Es ther an swered, “ This  is  my pe ti tion  and 
 my re quest: 8  If  I  have  found fa vor  in  the  eyes 
 of  the  king,  and  if  it pleas es  the  king  to  grant 
 my pe ti tion  and per form  my re quest,  may  the 
 king  and Ha man  come  to  the ban quet  I  will 
pre pare  for  them. To mor row  I  will  do  what 
 the  king  has  asked.”

9  That  day Ha man  left  full  of  joy  and  in  good 
spir its. D  But  when Ha man  saw Mor de cai  at 
 the  King’s  Gate,  and Mor de cai  didn’t  rise  or 
trem ble  in  fear  at  his pres ence, Ha man  was 
 flled  with  rage to ward Mor de cai. 10  Yet Ha-
man con trolled him self  and  went  home.  He 
 sent  for  his  friends  and  his  wife Ze resh  to  join 
 him. 11  Then Ha man de scribed  for  them  his 
glo ri ous  wealth  and  his  many  sons.  He  told 
 them  all  how  the  king  had hon ored  him  and 
pro mot ed  him  in  rank  over  the oth er of i cials 
 and  the roy al  staf. 12 “ What’s  more,” Ha man 
add ed, “ Queen Es ther in vit ed  no  one  but  me 
 to  join  the  king  at  the ban quet  she  had pre-
pared.  I  am in vit ed  again to mor row  to  join 
 her  with  the  king. 13  Still,  none  of  this sat is fes 
 me  since  I  see Mor de cai  the  Jew sit ting  at  the 
 King’s  Gate  all  the  time.”

14  His  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends  told 
 him, “ Have  them  build  a gal lows seventy-fve 
 feet E  tall.  Ask  the  king  in  the morn ing  to  hang 
Mor de cai  on  it.  Then  go  to  the ban quet  with 
 the  king  and en joy your self.”  The ad vice 
 pleased Ha man,  so  he  had  the gal lows con-
struct ed.
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repugnant  to Ha man  to  do  away  with A Mor-
de cai  alone.  He  planned  to de stroy  all  of 
Mor de cai’s peo ple,  the  Jews, through out 
Ahas u e rus’s king dom.

7  In  the  frst  month,  the  month  of Ni san,  in 
 King Ahas u e rus’s  twelfth  year,  the  Pur  —   that 
 is,  the  lot  —   was  cast be fore Ha man  for  each 
 day  in  each  month,  and  it  fell  on  the  twelfth 
 month,  the  month  Adar. 8  Then Ha man in-
formed  King Ahas u e rus, “ There  is  one eth-
nic  group, scat tered through out  the peo ples 
 in ev ery prov ince  of  your king dom, keep ing 
them selves sep a rate.  Their  laws  are dif er ent 
 from ev ery one  else’s  and  they  do  not  obey  the 
 king’s  laws.  It  is  not  in  the  king’s  best in ter est 
 to tol er ate  them. 9  If  the  king ap proves,  let  an 
or der  be  drawn  up au tho riz ing  their de struc-
tion,  and  I  will  pay  375  tons  of sil ver  to B  the 
of i cials  for de pos it  in  the roy al trea sury.”

10  The  king re moved  his sig net  ring  from 
 his fn ger  and  gave  it  to Ha man  son  of Ham-
me da tha  the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  the Jew-
ish peo ple. 11  Then  the  king  told Ha man, “ The 
mon ey  and peo ple  are giv en  to  you  to  do  with 
 as  you  see  ft.”

12  The roy al  scribes  were sum moned  on  the 
thir teenth  day  of  the  frst  month,  and  the or-
der  was writ ten ex act ly  as Ha man com mand-
ed.  It  was in tend ed  for  the roy al sa traps,  the 
gov er nors  of  each  of  the prov inces,  and  the 
of i cials  of  each ethnic  group  and writ ten  for 
 each prov ince  in  its  own  script  and  to  each 
ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage.  It  was writ-
ten  in  the  name  of  King Ahas u e rus  and  sealed 
 with  the roy al sig net  ring. 13 Let ters  were  sent 
 by cou ri ers  to  each  of  the roy al prov inces 
tell ing  the of i cials  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni-
hi late  all  the Jew ish peo ple  —   young  and  old, 
wom en  and chil dren  —   and plun der  their 
pos ses sions  on  a sin gle  day,  the thir teenth 
 day  of  Adar,  the  twelfth  month. C

14  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through-
out ev ery prov ince,  was dis trib ut ed  to  all  the 

peo ples  so  that  they  might  get  ready  for  that 
 day. 15  The cou ri ers  left,  spurred  on  by roy al 
com mand,  and  the  law  was is sued  in  the for-
tress  of  Susa.  The  king  and Ha man  sat  down  to 
 drink,  while  the  city  of  Susa  was  in con fu sion.

MORDECAI APPEALS TO ESTHER

4  When Mor de cai  learned  all  that  had oc-
curred,  he  tore  his  clothes,  put  on sack-

cloth  and ash es,  went  into  the mid dle  of  the 
 city,  and  cried loud ly  and bit ter ly. 2  He  went 
 only  as  far  as  the  King’s  Gate,  since  the  law 
prohibited any one wear ing sack cloth  from 
en ter ing  the  King’s  Gate. 3  There  was  great 
mourn ing  among  the Jew ish peo ple  in ev-
ery prov ince  where  the  king’s com mand  and 
 edict  came.  They fast ed,  wept,  and la ment ed, 
 and  many  lay  in sack cloth  and ash es.

4 Es ther’s fe male ser vants  and  her eu-
nuchs  came  and re port ed  the  news  to  her, 
 and  the  queen  was over come  with  fear.  She 
 sent  clothes  for Mor de cai  to  wear  so  that  he 
 would  take  of  his sack cloth,  but  he  did  not 
ac cept  them. 5 Es ther sum moned Ha thach, 
 one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who at tend ed  her, 
 and dis patched  him  to Mor de cai  to  learn 
 what  he  was do ing  and  why. D 6  So Ha thach 
 went  out  to Mor de cai  in  the  city  square  in 
 front  of  the  King’s  Gate. 7 Mor de cai  told  him 
ev ery thing  that  had hap pened  as  well  as  the 
ex act  amount  of mon ey Ha man  had prom-
ised  to  pay  the roy al trea sury  for  the slaugh-
ter  of  the  Jews.

8 Mor de cai  also  gave  him  a  copy  of  the 
writ ten de cree is sued  in  Susa ordering  their 
de struc tion,  so  that Ha thach  might  show  it 
 to Es ther, ex plain  it  to  her,  and com mand  her 
 to ap proach  the  king, im plore  his fa vor,  and 
 plead  with  him per son al ly  for  her peo ple. 
9 Ha thach  came  and re peat ed Mor de cai’s re-
sponse  to Es ther.

10 Es ther  spoke  to Ha thach  and com mand-
ed  him  to  tell Mor de cai, 11 “ All  the roy al of i - 
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Affl iction. Endurance. Character. Hope. God’s curriculum had been at work in Esther’s life. 
And in that critical moment, she didn’t back down. She had faith in God and in the work he 
had done in her to prepare her for that decision. Along the way she had also learned a few 
things as her character was refi ned, as evidenced by her thoughtful response:

 _ She submitted to authority.
 _ She asked others to pray and fast for her.
 _ She knew the outcome was out of her hands.

It may be true that Esther already had the favor of the king, but in humility and out of 
respect, she sought it anyway. She wasn’t brave in a vacuum. She asked for the prayers 
of her people. 

When Esther went to the king to make her request, her eyes were fi xed beyond his throne 
to that of her heavenly Father’s. She knew that no matter what happened, hope would 
not disappoint. Not because in one moment she was scared and brave, but because she 
remembered the faithfulness of God in every moment that He had led her to before this 
one. Esther approached the throne, and the king extended mercy to her and her people. 
They were saved. Though willing, she did not lay down her life. Instead, she found grace 
had already done that for her.

God doesn’t waste our affl iction, my friend. He hasn’t wasted mine. In His wisdom, He 
uses it to make us more like Him and to grow us into women who learn to draw near to His 
merciful throne with endurance and our character refi ned. Hebrews 4:16 tells us, “Let us 
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and fi nd grace 
to help us in time of need.” His character-building classroom has taught us what we will 
fi nd there. We will not be disappointed.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 _ Are you currently facing a season of affl iction?
 _ How has God used your circumstances in the past to bring you from a point 

of affl iction to a point of hope?
 _ In what way is God asking you to endure diffi culty as He refi nes you for 

something greater?

The Scared Brave
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

Author Index, page 1850
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God’s Curriculum for Character
ESTHER 4

I felt like I had crossed some imaginary fi nish line. I stood on the platform at my church 
to lead our congregation in worship.  It had been a year to the day when we said goodbye 
to my dad and fi nally a song had returned to my broken heart. As the song began and the 
words fl owed from the truest place of my heart, I felt a peace that surpassed all under-
standing. God had been with me. He walked me through every hard day, noticed every 
tear shed, and He held true.

I believed for a few moments that I had been granted some sort of reprieve from the suf-
fering—the kind found when grieving hearts heal. Little did I know that God wasn’t giving 
me rest; He was refi ning my character for another test of endurance. The same day the 
song returned concerning the loss of my father, a mysterious illness began unfolding for 
one of my girls. There was no break in the action. There was only Jesus taking me by the 
hand and walking me forward into another cloud of the unknown. Looking back now, I can 
see that in the midst of my hardest moments God was not only healing me, but He was 
preparing me as well. I was living this truth:

“And not only that, but we also rejoice in our affl ictions, because we know that affl iction 
produces endurance, endurance produces proven character, and proven character pro-
duces hope. This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rm 5:3-5).

Affl iction. Endurance. Character. Hope. This is God’s character-cultivating curriculum. His 
way is hard, but effective. My year of affl iction had produced an endurance in my heart 
and a strength of character I didn’t know I would need until I did.

Here we look to Esther, one of only two women to have a book of the Bible named for her. 
She was a beautiful girl who became the queen of Persia. She was highly favored. And, 
you might know, she was called to be brave with this challenge:

“If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps 
you have come to your royal position for such a time as this” (Est 4:14).

Esther had to make a choice. She could stay silent or she could speak. She could back 
down or she could be brave. I don’t think she randomly chose the latter when she sent this 
reply to her cousin Mordecai:

“Go and assemble all the Jews who can be found in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my female servants will also fast in the same way. 
After that, I will go to the king even if it is against the law. If I perish, I perish” (Est 4:16).

Esther was not instantly brave. Her bravery was born in affl iction, etched in endurance, 
and cultivated as character. During her life, God prepared her not only to be queen, but 
to lay down her life for her people. He used every affl iction she encountered. Esther, the 
beautiful queen of Persia, was fi rst a foreigner born in exile. Before she was taken to the 
palace, she was orphaned and taken in by family. Esther, highly favored, did not choose to 
be favored by an earthly, pagan king. 
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Affl iction. Endurance. Character. Hope. God’s curriculum had been at work in Esther’s life. 
And in that critical moment, she didn’t back down. She had faith in God and in the work he 
had done in her to prepare her for that decision. Along the way she had also learned a few 
things as her character was refi ned, as evidenced by her thoughtful response:

 _ She submitted to authority.
 _ She asked others to pray and fast for her.
 _ She knew the outcome was out of her hands.

It may be true that Esther already had the favor of the king, but in humility and out of 
respect, she sought it anyway. She wasn’t brave in a vacuum. She asked for the prayers 
of her people. 

When Esther went to the king to make her request, her eyes were fi xed beyond his throne 
to that of her heavenly Father’s. She knew that no matter what happened, hope would 
not disappoint. Not because in one moment she was scared and brave, but because she 
remembered the faithfulness of God in every moment that He had led her to before this 
one. Esther approached the throne, and the king extended mercy to her and her people. 
They were saved. Though willing, she did not lay down her life. Instead, she found grace 
had already done that for her.

God doesn’t waste our affl iction, my friend. He hasn’t wasted mine. In His wisdom, He 
uses it to make us more like Him and to grow us into women who learn to draw near to His 
merciful throne with endurance and our character refi ned. Hebrews 4:16 tells us, “Let us 
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and fi nd grace 
to help us in time of need.” His character-building classroom has taught us what we will 
fi nd there. We will not be disappointed.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 _ Are you currently facing a season of affl iction?
 _ How has God used your circumstances in the past to bring you from a point 

of affl iction to a point of hope?
 _ In what way is God asking you to endure diffi culty as He refi nes you for 

something greater?

The Scared Brave
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1835

Author Index, page 1850
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God’s Curriculum for Character
ESTHER 4

I felt like I had crossed some imaginary fi nish line. I stood on the platform at my church 
to lead our congregation in worship.  It had been a year to the day when we said goodbye 
to my dad and fi nally a song had returned to my broken heart. As the song began and the 
words fl owed from the truest place of my heart, I felt a peace that surpassed all under-
standing. God had been with me. He walked me through every hard day, noticed every 
tear shed, and He held true.

I believed for a few moments that I had been granted some sort of reprieve from the suf-
fering—the kind found when grieving hearts heal. Little did I know that God wasn’t giving 
me rest; He was refi ning my character for another test of endurance. The same day the 
song returned concerning the loss of my father, a mysterious illness began unfolding for 
one of my girls. There was no break in the action. There was only Jesus taking me by the 
hand and walking me forward into another cloud of the unknown. Looking back now, I can 
see that in the midst of my hardest moments God was not only healing me, but He was 
preparing me as well. I was living this truth:

“And not only that, but we also rejoice in our affl ictions, because we know that affl iction 
produces endurance, endurance produces proven character, and proven character pro-
duces hope. This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rm 5:3-5).

Affl iction. Endurance. Character. Hope. This is God’s character-cultivating curriculum. His 
way is hard, but effective. My year of affl iction had produced an endurance in my heart 
and a strength of character I didn’t know I would need until I did.

Here we look to Esther, one of only two women to have a book of the Bible named for her. 
She was a beautiful girl who became the queen of Persia. She was highly favored. And, 
you might know, she was called to be brave with this challenge:

“If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps 
you have come to your royal position for such a time as this” (Est 4:14).

Esther had to make a choice. She could stay silent or she could speak. She could back 
down or she could be brave. I don’t think she randomly chose the latter when she sent this 
reply to her cousin Mordecai:

“Go and assemble all the Jews who can be found in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my female servants will also fast in the same way. 
After that, I will go to the king even if it is against the law. If I perish, I perish” (Est 4:16).

Esther was not instantly brave. Her bravery was born in affl iction, etched in endurance, 
and cultivated as character. During her life, God prepared her not only to be queen, but 
to lay down her life for her people. He used every affl iction she encountered. Esther, the 
beautiful queen of Persia, was fi rst a foreigner born in exile. Before she was taken to the 
palace, she was orphaned and taken in by family. Esther, highly favored, did not choose to 
be favored by an earthly, pagan king. 
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 him. 8  Just  as  the  king re turned  from  the pal-
ace gar den  to  the ban quet  hall, A Ha man  was 
fall ing  on  the  couch  where Es ther  was re clin-
ing.  The  king ex claimed, “ Would  he ac tu al ly 
vi o late  the  queen  while  I  am  in  the  house? ” 
 As  soon  as  the state ment  left  the  king’s 
 mouth,  they cov ered Ha man’s  face.

9 Har bo na,  one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs,  said: 
“ There  is  a gal lows seventy-fve  feet B  tall  at 
Ha man’s  house  that  he  made  for Mor de cai, 
 who  gave  the re port  that  saved C  the  king.”

 The  king  said, “ Hang  him  on  it.”
10  They  hanged Ha man  on  the gal lows  he 

 had pre pared  for Mor de cai.  Then  the  king’s 
an ger sub sid ed.

ESTHER INTERVENES FOR THE JEWS

8  That  same  day  King Ahas u e rus awarded 
 Queen Es ther  the es tate  of Ha man,  the 

en e my  of  the  Jews. Mor de cai en tered  the 
 king’s pres ence be cause Es ther  had re vealed 
 her re la tion ship  to Mor de cai. 2  The  king re-
moved  his sig net  ring  he  had re cov ered  from 
Ha man  and  gave  it  to Mor de cai,  and Es ther 
 put  him  in  charge  of Ha man’s es tate.

3  Then Es ther ad dressed  the  king  again. 
 She  fell  at  his  feet,  wept,  and  begged  him  to 
re voke  the  evil  of Ha man  the Ag ag ite  and  his 
 plot  he  had de vised  against  the  Jews. 4  The 
 king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter to ward Es-
ther,  so  she  got  up  and  stood be fore  the  king.

5  She  said, “ If  it pleas es  the  king  and  I  have 
 found fa vor be fore  him,  if  the mat ter  seems 
 right  to  the  king  and  I  am pleas ing  in  his 
 eyes,  let  a roy al  edict  be writ ten.  Let  it re voke 
 the doc u ments  the schem ing Ha man  son  of 
Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite  wrote  to de stroy 
 the  Jews  who  are  in  all  the  king’s prov inces. 
6  For  how  could  I  bear  to  see  the di sas ter  that 
 would  come  on  my peo ple?  How  could  I  bear 
 to  see  the de struc tion  of  my rel a tives? ”

7  King Ahas u e rus  said  to Es ther  the  queen 
 and  to Mor de cai  the  Jew, “ Look,  I  have giv en 

Ha man’s es tate  to Es ther,  and  he  was  hanged 
 on  the gal lows be cause  he at tacked D  the  Jews. 
8  Write  in  the  king’s  name what ev er pleas es 
 you con cern ing  the  Jews,  and  seal  it  with  the 
roy al sig net  ring.  A doc u ment writ ten  in  the 
 king’s  name  and  sealed  with  the roy al sig net 
 ring can not  be re voked.”

9  On  the twenty-third  day  of  the  third 
 month   —   that  is,  the  month Si van  —    the roy-
al  scribes  were sum moned. Ev ery thing  was 
writ ten ex act ly  as Mor de cai com mand ed  for 
 the  Jews,  to  the sa traps,  the gov er nors,  and 
 the of i cials  of  the  127 prov inces  from In dia 
 to  Cush.  The  edict  was writ ten  for  each prov-
ince  in  its  own  script,  for  each ethnic  group 
 in  its  own lan guage,  and  to  the  Jews  in  their 
 own  script  and lan guage.

10 Mor de cai  wrote  in  King Ahas u e rus’s 
 name  and  sealed  the  edicts  with  the roy al 
sig net  ring.  He  sent  the doc u ments  by mount-
ed cou ri ers,  who  rode  fast hors es  bred  in  the 
roy al stables.

11  The  king’s  edict  gave  the  Jews  in  each  and 
ev ery  city  the  right  to as sem ble  and de fend 
them selves,  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late 
ev ery ethnic  and pro vin cial  army hos tile  to 
 them, in clud ing wom en  and chil dren,  and  to 
 take  their pos ses sions  as  spoils  of  war. 12  This 
 would  take  place  on  a sin gle  day through-
out  all  the prov inces  of  King Ahas u e rus,  on 
 the thir teenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  the 
 month  Adar.

13  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through-
out ev ery prov ince,  was dis trib ut ed  to  all  the 
peo ples  so  the  Jews  could  be  ready  to  avenge 
them selves  against  their en e mies  on  that  day. 
14  The cou ri ers  rode  out  in  haste  on  their roy-
al hors es  at  the  king’s ur gent com mand.  The 
 law  was  also is sued  in  the for tress  of  Susa.

15 Mor de cai  went  from  the  king’s pres-
ence  clothed  in roy al pur ple  and  white,  with 
 a  great  gold  crown  and  a pur ple  robe  of  fne 
lin en.  The  city  of  Susa shout ed  and re joiced, 
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MORDECAI HONORED BY THE KING

6  That  night  sleep es caped  the  king,  so  he 
or dered  the  book recording dai ly  events 

 to  be  brought  and  read  to  the  king. 2  They 
 found  the writ ten re port  of  how Mor de cai 
 had in formed  on Big tha na  and Te resh,  two 
 of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en-
trance,  when  they  planned  to as sas si nate 
 King Ahas u e rus. 3  The  king in quired, “ What 
hon or  and spe cial rec og ni tion  have  been giv-
en  to Mor de cai  for  this  act? ”

 The  king’s per son al at ten dants re plied, 
“Noth ing  has  been  done  for  him.”

4  The  king  asked, “ Who  is  in  the  court? ” 
 Now Ha man  was  just en ter ing  the out er  court 
 of  the pal ace  to  ask  the  king  to  hang Mor de-
cai  on  the gal lows  he  had pre pared  for  him.

5  The  king’s at ten dants an swered  him, “Ha-
man  is  there, stand ing  in  the  court.”

“ Have  him en ter,”  the  king or dered. 6 Ha-
man en tered,  and  the  king  asked  him, “ What 
 should  be  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to 
hon or? ”

Ha man  thought  to him self, “ Who  is  it  the 
 king  would  want  to hon or  more  than  me? ” 
7 Ha man  told  the  king, “ For  the  man  the  king 
 wants  to hon or: 8  Have  them  bring  a roy al 
gar ment  that  the  king him self  has  worn  and  a 
 horse  the  king him self  has rid den,  which  has 
 a roy al  crown  on  its  head. 9  Put  the gar ment 
 and  the  horse un der  the  charge  of  one  of  the 
 king’s  most no ble of i cials.  Have  them  clothe 
 the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or, pa rade  him 
 on  the  horse  through  the  city  square,  and 
pro claim be fore  him, ‘ This  is  what  is  done  for 
 the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or.’ ”

10  The  king  told Ha man, “Hur ry,  and  do  just 
 as  you pro posed.  Take  a gar ment  and  a  horse 
 for Mor de cai  the  Jew,  who  is sit ting  at  the 
 King’s  Gate.  Do  not  leave  out any thing  you 
 have sug gest ed.”

11  So Ha man  took  the gar ment  and  the 
 horse.  He  clothed Mor de cai  and paraded  him 

 through  the  city  square, cry ing  out be fore 
 him, “ This  is  what  is  done  for  the  man  the 
 king  wants  to hon or.”

12  Then Mor de cai re turned  to  the  King’s 
 Gate,  but Ha man hur ried  of  for  home, 
mourn ful  and  with  his  head cov ered. 13 Ha-
man  told  his  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends 
ev ery thing  that  had hap pened.  His ad vis ers 
 and  his  wife Ze resh  said  to  him, “ Since Mor-
de cai  is Jew ish,  and  you  have be gun  to  fall be-
fore  him,  you  won’t over come  him, be cause 
 your down fall  is cer tain.” 14  While  they  were 
 still speak ing  with  him,  the  king’s eu nuchs 
ar rived  and  rushed Ha man  to  the ban quet Es-
ther  had pre pared.

HAMAN IS EXECUTED

7  The  king  and Ha man  came  to  feast A  with 
Es ther  the  queen. 2  Once  again,  on  the 

sec ond  day  while drink ing  wine,  the  king 
 asked Es ther, “ Queen Es ther, what ev er  you 
 ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek, 
 even  to  half  the king dom,  will  be  done.”

3  Queen Es ther an swered, “ If  I  have  found 
fa vor  in  your  eyes,  Your Maj es ty,  and  if  the 
 king  is  pleased,  spare  my  life;  this  is  my re-
quest.  And  spare  my peo ple;  this  is  my de sire. 
4  For  my peo ple  and  I  have  been  sold  to de-
struc tion,  death,  and extermination.  If  we  had 
mere ly  been  sold  as  male  and fe male  slaves, 
 I  would  have  kept si lent. In deed,  the trou ble 
 wouldn’t  be  worth bur den ing  the  king.”

5  King Ahas u e rus  spoke  up  and  asked 
 Queen Es ther, “ Who  is  this,  and  where  is  the 
 one  who  would de vise  such  a  scheme? ” B

6 Es ther an swered, “ The ad ver sary  and en-
e my  is  this  evil Ha man.”

Ha man  stood ter ri fed be fore  the  king  and 
 queen. 7  The  king  arose  in an ger  and  went 
 from  where  they  were drink ing  wine  to  the 
pal ace gar den. C Ha man re mained  to  beg 
 Queen Es ther  for  his  life be cause  he re al ized 
 the  king  was plan ning some thing ter ri ble  for 
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 him. 8  Just  as  the  king re turned  from  the pal-
ace gar den  to  the ban quet  hall, A Ha man  was 
fall ing  on  the  couch  where Es ther  was re clin-
ing.  The  king ex claimed, “ Would  he ac tu al ly 
vi o late  the  queen  while  I  am  in  the  house? ” 
 As  soon  as  the state ment  left  the  king’s 
 mouth,  they cov ered Ha man’s  face.

9 Har bo na,  one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs,  said: 
“ There  is  a gal lows seventy-fve  feet B  tall  at 
Ha man’s  house  that  he  made  for Mor de cai, 
 who  gave  the re port  that  saved C  the  king.”

 The  king  said, “ Hang  him  on  it.”
10  They  hanged Ha man  on  the gal lows  he 

 had pre pared  for Mor de cai.  Then  the  king’s 
an ger sub sid ed.

ESTHER INTERVENES FOR THE JEWS

8  That  same  day  King Ahas u e rus awarded 
 Queen Es ther  the es tate  of Ha man,  the 

en e my  of  the  Jews. Mor de cai en tered  the 
 king’s pres ence be cause Es ther  had re vealed 
 her re la tion ship  to Mor de cai. 2  The  king re-
moved  his sig net  ring  he  had re cov ered  from 
Ha man  and  gave  it  to Mor de cai,  and Es ther 
 put  him  in  charge  of Ha man’s es tate.

3  Then Es ther ad dressed  the  king  again. 
 She  fell  at  his  feet,  wept,  and  begged  him  to 
re voke  the  evil  of Ha man  the Ag ag ite  and  his 
 plot  he  had de vised  against  the  Jews. 4  The 
 king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter to ward Es-
ther,  so  she  got  up  and  stood be fore  the  king.

5  She  said, “ If  it pleas es  the  king  and  I  have 
 found fa vor be fore  him,  if  the mat ter  seems 
 right  to  the  king  and  I  am pleas ing  in  his 
 eyes,  let  a roy al  edict  be writ ten.  Let  it re voke 
 the doc u ments  the schem ing Ha man  son  of 
Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite  wrote  to de stroy 
 the  Jews  who  are  in  all  the  king’s prov inces. 
6  For  how  could  I  bear  to  see  the di sas ter  that 
 would  come  on  my peo ple?  How  could  I  bear 
 to  see  the de struc tion  of  my rel a tives? ”

7  King Ahas u e rus  said  to Es ther  the  queen 
 and  to Mor de cai  the  Jew, “ Look,  I  have giv en 

Ha man’s es tate  to Es ther,  and  he  was  hanged 
 on  the gal lows be cause  he at tacked D  the  Jews. 
8  Write  in  the  king’s  name what ev er pleas es 
 you con cern ing  the  Jews,  and  seal  it  with  the 
roy al sig net  ring.  A doc u ment writ ten  in  the 
 king’s  name  and  sealed  with  the roy al sig net 
 ring can not  be re voked.”

9  On  the twenty-third  day  of  the  third 
 month   —   that  is,  the  month Si van  —    the roy-
al  scribes  were sum moned. Ev ery thing  was 
writ ten ex act ly  as Mor de cai com mand ed  for 
 the  Jews,  to  the sa traps,  the gov er nors,  and 
 the of i cials  of  the  127 prov inces  from In dia 
 to  Cush.  The  edict  was writ ten  for  each prov-
ince  in  its  own  script,  for  each ethnic  group 
 in  its  own lan guage,  and  to  the  Jews  in  their 
 own  script  and lan guage.

10 Mor de cai  wrote  in  King Ahas u e rus’s 
 name  and  sealed  the  edicts  with  the roy al 
sig net  ring.  He  sent  the doc u ments  by mount-
ed cou ri ers,  who  rode  fast hors es  bred  in  the 
roy al stables.

11  The  king’s  edict  gave  the  Jews  in  each  and 
ev ery  city  the  right  to as sem ble  and de fend 
them selves,  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late 
ev ery ethnic  and pro vin cial  army hos tile  to 
 them, in clud ing wom en  and chil dren,  and  to 
 take  their pos ses sions  as  spoils  of  war. 12  This 
 would  take  place  on  a sin gle  day through-
out  all  the prov inces  of  King Ahas u e rus,  on 
 the thir teenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  the 
 month  Adar.

13  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through-
out ev ery prov ince,  was dis trib ut ed  to  all  the 
peo ples  so  the  Jews  could  be  ready  to  avenge 
them selves  against  their en e mies  on  that  day. 
14  The cou ri ers  rode  out  in  haste  on  their roy-
al hors es  at  the  king’s ur gent com mand.  The 
 law  was  also is sued  in  the for tress  of  Susa.

15 Mor de cai  went  from  the  king’s pres-
ence  clothed  in roy al pur ple  and  white,  with 
 a  great  gold  crown  and  a pur ple  robe  of  fne 
lin en.  The  city  of  Susa shout ed  and re joiced, 
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MORDECAI HONORED BY THE KING

6  That  night  sleep es caped  the  king,  so  he 
or dered  the  book recording dai ly  events 

 to  be  brought  and  read  to  the  king. 2  They 
 found  the writ ten re port  of  how Mor de cai 
 had in formed  on Big tha na  and Te resh,  two 
 of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en-
trance,  when  they  planned  to as sas si nate 
 King Ahas u e rus. 3  The  king in quired, “ What 
hon or  and spe cial rec og ni tion  have  been giv-
en  to Mor de cai  for  this  act? ”

 The  king’s per son al at ten dants re plied, 
“Noth ing  has  been  done  for  him.”

4  The  king  asked, “ Who  is  in  the  court? ” 
 Now Ha man  was  just en ter ing  the out er  court 
 of  the pal ace  to  ask  the  king  to  hang Mor de-
cai  on  the gal lows  he  had pre pared  for  him.

5  The  king’s at ten dants an swered  him, “Ha-
man  is  there, stand ing  in  the  court.”

“ Have  him en ter,”  the  king or dered. 6 Ha-
man en tered,  and  the  king  asked  him, “ What 
 should  be  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to 
hon or? ”

Ha man  thought  to him self, “ Who  is  it  the 
 king  would  want  to hon or  more  than  me? ” 
7 Ha man  told  the  king, “ For  the  man  the  king 
 wants  to hon or: 8  Have  them  bring  a roy al 
gar ment  that  the  king him self  has  worn  and  a 
 horse  the  king him self  has rid den,  which  has 
 a roy al  crown  on  its  head. 9  Put  the gar ment 
 and  the  horse un der  the  charge  of  one  of  the 
 king’s  most no ble of i cials.  Have  them  clothe 
 the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or, pa rade  him 
 on  the  horse  through  the  city  square,  and 
pro claim be fore  him, ‘ This  is  what  is  done  for 
 the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or.’ ”

10  The  king  told Ha man, “Hur ry,  and  do  just 
 as  you pro posed.  Take  a gar ment  and  a  horse 
 for Mor de cai  the  Jew,  who  is sit ting  at  the 
 King’s  Gate.  Do  not  leave  out any thing  you 
 have sug gest ed.”

11  So Ha man  took  the gar ment  and  the 
 horse.  He  clothed Mor de cai  and paraded  him 

 through  the  city  square, cry ing  out be fore 
 him, “ This  is  what  is  done  for  the  man  the 
 king  wants  to hon or.”

12  Then Mor de cai re turned  to  the  King’s 
 Gate,  but Ha man hur ried  of  for  home, 
mourn ful  and  with  his  head cov ered. 13 Ha-
man  told  his  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends 
ev ery thing  that  had hap pened.  His ad vis ers 
 and  his  wife Ze resh  said  to  him, “ Since Mor-
de cai  is Jew ish,  and  you  have be gun  to  fall be-
fore  him,  you  won’t over come  him, be cause 
 your down fall  is cer tain.” 14  While  they  were 
 still speak ing  with  him,  the  king’s eu nuchs 
ar rived  and  rushed Ha man  to  the ban quet Es-
ther  had pre pared.

HAMAN IS EXECUTED

7  The  king  and Ha man  came  to  feast A  with 
Es ther  the  queen. 2  Once  again,  on  the 

sec ond  day  while drink ing  wine,  the  king 
 asked Es ther, “ Queen Es ther, what ev er  you 
 ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek, 
 even  to  half  the king dom,  will  be  done.”

3  Queen Es ther an swered, “ If  I  have  found 
fa vor  in  your  eyes,  Your Maj es ty,  and  if  the 
 king  is  pleased,  spare  my  life;  this  is  my re-
quest.  And  spare  my peo ple;  this  is  my de sire. 
4  For  my peo ple  and  I  have  been  sold  to de-
struc tion,  death,  and extermination.  If  we  had 
mere ly  been  sold  as  male  and fe male  slaves, 
 I  would  have  kept si lent. In deed,  the trou ble 
 wouldn’t  be  worth bur den ing  the  king.”

5  King Ahas u e rus  spoke  up  and  asked 
 Queen Es ther, “ Who  is  this,  and  where  is  the 
 one  who  would de vise  such  a  scheme? ” B

6 Es ther an swered, “ The ad ver sary  and en-
e my  is  this  evil Ha man.”

Ha man  stood ter ri fed be fore  the  king  and 
 queen. 7  The  king  arose  in an ger  and  went 
 from  where  they  were drink ing  wine  to  the 
pal ace gar den. C Ha man re mained  to  beg 
 Queen Es ther  for  his  life be cause  he re al ized 
 the  king  was plan ning some thing ter ri ble  for 

A 7:1 Lit drink   B 7:5 Lit who would fill his heart to do this   C 7:7 Lit the garden of the house, also in v. 8
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Victory for the Jews
ESTHER 9

On October 30, 2007, I was driving home with a friend from Bible study. It was late, we 
had done a Beth Moore study, and it seemed like we always talked for an hour longer 
than we should. That night, I was at the intersection of Franklin Road and Old Hickory 
Boulevard in Nashville when someone across the intersection passed out in her car. She 
drifted across the intersection, pretty much taking off the driver’s side of my car. It was 
the scariest moment of my life.

I never let October 30 pass without refl ecting on my accident. I’m so thankful that God 
was not done with me yet. I’m thankful that I walked away with nothing more than a little 
puncture wound from some glass on one of my arms, even though I had to be cut out of 
the car. I’m thankful for the red-haired angel who came and talked to me when I couldn’t 
get out of the car. We talked about Beth Moore studies; she was a nurse, and she helped 
me breathe when I was so incredibly scared and couldn’t remember to do it myself. I’m 
thankful for my friend who went to get my husband because his phone was messed up and 
he wasn’t picking it up. I’m thankful that although we both wanted to be, neither I nor my 
friend were pregnant. It was a strange and awful night, but I’m thankful for all the grace 
God gave in this situation.

The conclusion of the Book of Esther climaxes with victory for the Jews. Rather than be-
ing defeated, they defeat their enemies. Haman and his sons get the outcome they had 
plotted for the Jewish people. Realizing the incredible importance of this event, Mordecai 
instructs the Jews to observe what is now known as Purim—days of remembrance of their 
escape from certain death—during the Hebrew month of Adar, “the month when their 
sorrow was turned into rejoicing and their mourning into a holiday. They were to be days 
of feasting, rejoicing, and of sending gifts to one another and to the poor” (Est 9:22). In 
synagogues on Purim, the book of Esther is read and the Jews boo and stomp at Haman’s 
name, remembering their deliverance centuries later. They celebrate wildly the fact that 
their people still exist—that God took Esther, a nobody, and made her a queen “for such 
a time as this” (Est 4:14).

Is there an event in your life you remember with this intense gratitude? Purim and Es-
ther remind us to schedule these days in our calendars—days when we deliberately give 
thanks to God for our value to Him. We don’t need a Mordecai to instruct us to have this 
celebration. We can choose days that are special to us and fi nd our own ways to mark and 
celebrate God’s goodness.

Intentional Gratitude
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Author Index, page 1846
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16  and  the  Jews cel e brat ed A  with glad ness,  joy, 
 and hon or. 17  In ev ery prov ince  and ev ery 
 city, wher ev er  the  king’s com mand  and  his 
 law  reached,  joy  and re joic ing  took  place 
 among  the  Jews.  There  was  a cel e bra tion  and 
 a hol i day. B  And  many  of  the ethnic  groups  of 
 the  land pro fessed them selves  to  be  Jews be-
cause  fear  of  the  Jews  had over come  them.

VICTORIES OF THE JEWS

9  The  king’s com mand  and  law  went  into 
ef  ect  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  twelfth 

 month,  the  month  Adar.  On  the  day  when  the 
 Jews’ en e mies  had  hoped  to over pow er  them, 
 just  the op po site hap pened.  The  Jews over-
pow ered  those  who hat ed  them. 2  In  each 
 of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces  the  Jews as-
sem bled  in  their cit ies  to at tack  those  who 
in tend ed  to  harm  them. C  Not  a sin gle per son 
 could with stand  them;  fear  of  them  fell  on ev-
ery na tion al i ty.

3  All  the of  i cials  of  the prov inces,  the sa-
traps,  the gov er nors,  and  the roy al civil ad-
min is tra tors D aided  the  Jews be cause  they 
 feared Mor de cai. 4  For Mor de cai ex er cised 
 great pow er  in  the pal ace,  and  his  fame 
 spread through out  the prov inces  as  he be-
came  more  and  more pow er ful.

5  The  Jews  put  all  their en e mies  to  the 
 sword, kill ing  and de stroy ing  them.  They  did 
 what  they  pleased  to  those  who hat ed  them. 
6  In  the for tress  of  Susa  the  Jews  killed  and 
de stroyed  f ve hun dred  men, 7 in clud ing Par-
shan da tha, Dal phon, As pa tha, 8 Po ra tha, Ada-
lia, Arid a tha, 9 Par mash ta, Aris ai, Arid ai,  and 
Vai za tha. 10  They  killed  these  ten  sons  of Ha-
man  son  of Ham me da tha,  the en e my  of  the 
 Jews. How ev er,  they  did  not  seize E  any plun der.

11  On  that  day  the num ber  of peo ple  killed 
 in  the for tress  of  Susa  was re port ed  to  the 
 king. 12  The  king  said  to  Queen Es ther, “ In 
 the for tress  of  Susa  the  Jews  have  killed 
 and de stroyed  f ve hun dred  men, in clud ing 

Ha man’s  ten  sons.  What  have  they  done  in  the 
 rest  of  the roy al prov inces? What ev er  you  ask 
 will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek  will 
 also  be  done.”

13 Es ther an swered, “ If  it pleas es  the  king, 
 may  the  Jews  who  are  in  Susa  also  have to-
mor row  to car ry  out to day’s  law,  and  may  the 
bod ies  of Ha man’s  ten  sons  be  hung  on  the 
gal lows.” 14  The  king  gave  the or ders  for  this 
 to  be  done,  so  a  law  was an nounced  in  Susa, 
 and  they  hung  the bod ies  of Ha man’s  ten 
 sons. 15  The  Jews  in  Susa as sem bled  again  on 
 the four teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and 
 killed  three hun dred  men  in  Susa,  but  they 
 did  not  seize  any plun der.

16  The  rest  of  the  Jews  in  the roy al prov-
inces as sem bled, de fend ed them selves,  and 
 gained re lief  from  their en e mies.  They  killed 
seventy-f ve thou sand F  of  those  who hat-
ed  them,  but  they  did  not  seize  any plun der. 
17  They  fought  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the 
 month  of  Adar  and rest ed  on  the four teenth, 
 and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing.

18  But  the  Jews  in  Susa  had as sem bled  on 
 the thir teenth  and  the four teenth  days  of  the 
 month.  They rest ed  on  the f f teenth  day  of  the 
 month,  and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and 
re joic ing. 19  This ex plains  why  the ru ral  Jews 
 who  live  in vil lages ob serve  the four teenth 
 day  of  the  month  of  Adar  as  a  time  of re joic-
ing  and feast ing.  It  is  a hol i day  when  they 
 send  gifts  to  one an oth er.

20 Mor de cai re cord ed  these  events  and  sent 
let ters  to  all  the  Jews  in  all  of  King Ahas u e-
rus’s prov inces,  both  near  and  far. 21  He or-
dered  them  to cel e brate  the four teenth  and 
f f teenth  days  of  the  month  of  Adar ev ery  year 
22 be cause dur ing  those  days  the  Jews  gained 
re lief  from  their en e mies.  That  was  the  month 
 when  their sor row  was  turned  into re joic ing 
 and  their mourn ing  into  a hol i day.  They  were 
 to  be  days  of feast ing, re joic ing,  and  of send-
ing  gifts  to  one an oth er  and  to  the  poor.

A 8:16 Lit had light   B 8:17 Lit good day   C 9:2 Lit cities to send out a hand against the seekers of their evil   D 9:3 Lit 
and those who do the king’s work ; Est 3:9   E 9:10 Lit not put their hands on, also in vv. 15,16   F 9:16 Some LXX mss 
read 10,107 ; other LXX mss read 15,000
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Victory for the Jews
ESTHER 9

On October 30, 2007, I was driving home with a friend from Bible study. It was late, we 
had done a Beth Moore study, and it seemed like we always talked for an hour longer 
than we should. That night, I was at the intersection of Franklin Road and Old Hickory 
Boulevard in Nashville when someone across the intersection passed out in her car. She 
drifted across the intersection, pretty much taking off the driver’s side of my car. It was 
the scariest moment of my life.

I never let October 30 pass without refl ecting on my accident. I’m so thankful that God 
was not done with me yet. I’m thankful that I walked away with nothing more than a little 
puncture wound from some glass on one of my arms, even though I had to be cut out of 
the car. I’m thankful for the red-haired angel who came and talked to me when I couldn’t 
get out of the car. We talked about Beth Moore studies; she was a nurse, and she helped 
me breathe when I was so incredibly scared and couldn’t remember to do it myself. I’m 
thankful for my friend who went to get my husband because his phone was messed up and 
he wasn’t picking it up. I’m thankful that although we both wanted to be, neither I nor my 
friend were pregnant. It was a strange and awful night, but I’m thankful for all the grace 
God gave in this situation.

The conclusion of the Book of Esther climaxes with victory for the Jews. Rather than be-
ing defeated, they defeat their enemies. Haman and his sons get the outcome they had 
plotted for the Jewish people. Realizing the incredible importance of this event, Mordecai 
instructs the Jews to observe what is now known as Purim—days of remembrance of their 
escape from certain death—during the Hebrew month of Adar, “the month when their 
sorrow was turned into rejoicing and their mourning into a holiday. They were to be days 
of feasting, rejoicing, and of sending gifts to one another and to the poor” (Est 9:22). In 
synagogues on Purim, the book of Esther is read and the Jews boo and stomp at Haman’s 
name, remembering their deliverance centuries later. They celebrate wildly the fact that 
their people still exist—that God took Esther, a nobody, and made her a queen “for such 
a time as this” (Est 4:14).

Is there an event in your life you remember with this intense gratitude? Purim and Es-
ther remind us to schedule these days in our calendars—days when we deliberately give 
thanks to God for our value to Him. We don’t need a Mordecai to instruct us to have this 
celebration. We can choose days that are special to us and fi nd our own ways to mark and 
celebrate God’s goodness.

Intentional Gratitude
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1833

Author Index, page 1846
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16  and  the  Jews cel e brat ed A  with glad ness,  joy, 
 and hon or. 17  In ev ery prov ince  and ev ery 
 city, wher ev er  the  king’s com mand  and  his 
 law  reached,  joy  and re joic ing  took  place 
 among  the  Jews.  There  was  a cel e bra tion  and 
 a hol i day. B  And  many  of  the ethnic  groups  of 
 the  land pro fessed them selves  to  be  Jews be-
cause  fear  of  the  Jews  had over come  them.

VICTORIES OF THE JEWS

9  The  king’s com mand  and  law  went  into 
ef  ect  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  twelfth 

 month,  the  month  Adar.  On  the  day  when  the 
 Jews’ en e mies  had  hoped  to over pow er  them, 
 just  the op po site hap pened.  The  Jews over-
pow ered  those  who hat ed  them. 2  In  each 
 of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces  the  Jews as-
sem bled  in  their cit ies  to at tack  those  who 
in tend ed  to  harm  them. C  Not  a sin gle per son 
 could with stand  them;  fear  of  them  fell  on ev-
ery na tion al i ty.

3  All  the of  i cials  of  the prov inces,  the sa-
traps,  the gov er nors,  and  the roy al civil ad-
min is tra tors D aided  the  Jews be cause  they 
 feared Mor de cai. 4  For Mor de cai ex er cised 
 great pow er  in  the pal ace,  and  his  fame 
 spread through out  the prov inces  as  he be-
came  more  and  more pow er ful.

5  The  Jews  put  all  their en e mies  to  the 
 sword, kill ing  and de stroy ing  them.  They  did 
 what  they  pleased  to  those  who hat ed  them. 
6  In  the for tress  of  Susa  the  Jews  killed  and 
de stroyed  f ve hun dred  men, 7 in clud ing Par-
shan da tha, Dal phon, As pa tha, 8 Po ra tha, Ada-
lia, Arid a tha, 9 Par mash ta, Aris ai, Arid ai,  and 
Vai za tha. 10  They  killed  these  ten  sons  of Ha-
man  son  of Ham me da tha,  the en e my  of  the 
 Jews. How ev er,  they  did  not  seize E  any plun der.

11  On  that  day  the num ber  of peo ple  killed 
 in  the for tress  of  Susa  was re port ed  to  the 
 king. 12  The  king  said  to  Queen Es ther, “ In 
 the for tress  of  Susa  the  Jews  have  killed 
 and de stroyed  f ve hun dred  men, in clud ing 

Ha man’s  ten  sons.  What  have  they  done  in  the 
 rest  of  the roy al prov inces? What ev er  you  ask 
 will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek  will 
 also  be  done.”

13 Es ther an swered, “ If  it pleas es  the  king, 
 may  the  Jews  who  are  in  Susa  also  have to-
mor row  to car ry  out to day’s  law,  and  may  the 
bod ies  of Ha man’s  ten  sons  be  hung  on  the 
gal lows.” 14  The  king  gave  the or ders  for  this 
 to  be  done,  so  a  law  was an nounced  in  Susa, 
 and  they  hung  the bod ies  of Ha man’s  ten 
 sons. 15  The  Jews  in  Susa as sem bled  again  on 
 the four teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and 
 killed  three hun dred  men  in  Susa,  but  they 
 did  not  seize  any plun der.

16  The  rest  of  the  Jews  in  the roy al prov-
inces as sem bled, de fend ed them selves,  and 
 gained re lief  from  their en e mies.  They  killed 
seventy-f ve thou sand F  of  those  who hat-
ed  them,  but  they  did  not  seize  any plun der. 
17  They  fought  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the 
 month  of  Adar  and rest ed  on  the four teenth, 
 and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing.

18  But  the  Jews  in  Susa  had as sem bled  on 
 the thir teenth  and  the four teenth  days  of  the 
 month.  They rest ed  on  the f f teenth  day  of  the 
 month,  and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and 
re joic ing. 19  This ex plains  why  the ru ral  Jews 
 who  live  in vil lages ob serve  the four teenth 
 day  of  the  month  of  Adar  as  a  time  of re joic-
ing  and feast ing.  It  is  a hol i day  when  they 
 send  gifts  to  one an oth er.

20 Mor de cai re cord ed  these  events  and  sent 
let ters  to  all  the  Jews  in  all  of  King Ahas u e-
rus’s prov inces,  both  near  and  far. 21  He or-
dered  them  to cel e brate  the four teenth  and 
f f teenth  days  of  the  month  of  Adar ev ery  year 
22 be cause dur ing  those  days  the  Jews  gained 
re lief  from  their en e mies.  That  was  the  month 
 when  their sor row  was  turned  into re joic ing 
 and  their mourn ing  into  a hol i day.  They  were 
 to  be  days  of feast ing, re joic ing,  and  of send-
ing  gifts  to  one an oth er  and  to  the  poor.

A 8:16 Lit had light   B 8:17 Lit good day   C 9:2 Lit cities to send out a hand against the seekers of their evil   D 9:3 Lit 
and those who do the king’s work ; Est 3:9   E 9:10 Lit not put their hands on, also in vv. 15,16   F 9:16 Some LXX mss 
read 10,107 ; other LXX mss read 15,000
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23  So  the  Jews  agreed  to con tin ue  the prac-
tice  they  had be gun,  as Mor de cai  had writ ten 
 them  to  do. 24  For Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha 
 the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  all  the  Jews,  had 
plot ted  against  the  Jews  to de stroy  them.  He 
 cast  the  Pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   to  crush  and 
de stroy  them. 25  But  when  the mat ter  was 
 brought be fore  the  king,  he com mand ed  by 
let ter  that  the  evil  plan Ha man  had de vised 
 against  the  Jews re turn  on  his  own  head 
 and  that  he  should  be  hanged  with  his  sons 
 on  the gal lows. 26  For  this rea son  these  days 
 are  called Pu rim,  from  the  word  Pur. Be cause 
 of  all  the in struc tions  in  this let ter  as  well  as 
 what  they  had wit nessed  and  what  had hap-
pened  to  them, 27  the  Jews  bound them selves, 
 their de scen dants,  and  all  who  joined  with 
 them  to  a commitment  that  they  would  not 
 fail  to cel e brate  these  two  days  each  and ev-
ery  year ac cord ing  to  the writ ten in struc tions 
 and ac cord ing  to  the  time ap point ed. 28  These 
 days  are re mem bered  and cel e brat ed  by ev-
ery gen er a tion, fam i ly, prov ince,  and  city,  so 
 that  these  days  of Pu rim  will  not  lose  their 
signifcance  in Jew ish  life A  and  their mem o ry 
 will  not  fade  from  their de scen dants.

29  Queen Es ther, daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  along 
 with Mor de cai  the  Jew,  wrote  this sec ond 

let ter  with  full au thor i ty  to con frm  the let ter 
 about Pu rim. 30  He  sent let ters  with assuranc-
es  of  peace  and se cu ri ty B  to  all  the  Jews  who 
 were  in  the  127 prov inces  of  the king dom  of 
Ahas u e rus, 31  in or der  to con frm  these  days 
 of Pu rim  at  their prop er  time  just  as Mor de cai 
 the  Jew  and Es ther  the  queen  had es tab lished 
 them  and  just  as  they  had com mit ted them-
selves  and  their de scen dants  to  the prac tic-
es  of fast ing  and lam en ta tion. 32  So Es ther’s 
com mand con frmed  these cus toms  of Pu-
rim,  which  were  then writ ten  into  the rec ord.

MORDECAI’S FAME

10  King Ahas u e rus im posed  a  tax 
through out  the  land  even  to  the 

far thest  shores. C 2  All  of  his pow er ful  and 
mag nif  cent ac com plish ments  and  the de-
tailed ac count  of Mor de cai’s  great  rank  with 
 which  the  king  had hon ored  him,  have  they 
 not  been writ ten  in  the  Book  of  the His tor i-
cal  Events  of  the  Kings  of Me dia  and Per sia? 
3 Mor de cai  the  Jew  was sec ond  only  to  King 
Ahas u e rus.  He  was fa mous  among  the  Jews 
 and high ly es teemed  by  many  of  his rel a tives. 
 He con tin ued  to pur sue pros per i ty  for  his 
peo ple  and  to  speak  for  the well-being  of  all 
 his de scen dants.

A 9:28 LXX reads will be celebrated into all times   B 9:30 Or of peace and faithfulness   C 10:1 Or imposed forced labor 
on the land and the coasts of the sea
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T H E  B O O K  O F

Romans
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART Paul is the undisputed au-
thor of this book, which is one of several letters Paul wrote to various churches. 
Most of Paul’s letters address specific issues within specific congregations, and 
his letter to the Romans is no different—except that it’s longer than most and 
far more thorough in his treatment of Christianity’s core beliefs. The church 
in Rome comprised both Jewish and Gentile believers, and Paul’s purpose for 
writing was to alleviate the tension between the two groups and strengthen the 
believers.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY Romans is often regarded as the 
pinnacle of Paul’s writings. Believers everywhere can mine its pages for a rich 
exploration of what it means to live forgiven, saved, and redeemed. This letter 
serves to clarify the gospel so believers can grow in their faith and knowledge 
of God by understanding the universal nature of human sin and our desperate 
need for God’s grace. A strong foundation of truth is as important to the church 
today as it was to the church in Rome.

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY Unity among believers is essential for 
the church to flourish and share the gospel with our neighbors. May we become 
instruments of unity in our own local churches wherever we call home today.

As you read Romans, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Beautiful Brokenness_ Daily Grace_ Everyday Leadership

_ Imperfect Hospitality_ Second Chances
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23  So  the  Jews  agreed  to con tin ue  the prac-
tice  they  had be gun,  as Mor de cai  had writ ten 
 them  to  do. 24  For Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha 
 the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  all  the  Jews,  had 
plot ted  against  the  Jews  to de stroy  them.  He 
 cast  the  Pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   to  crush  and 
de stroy  them. 25  But  when  the mat ter  was 
 brought be fore  the  king,  he com mand ed  by 
let ter  that  the  evil  plan Ha man  had de vised 
 against  the  Jews re turn  on  his  own  head 
 and  that  he  should  be  hanged  with  his  sons 
 on  the gal lows. 26  For  this rea son  these  days 
 are  called Pu rim,  from  the  word  Pur. Be cause 
 of  all  the in struc tions  in  this let ter  as  well  as 
 what  they  had wit nessed  and  what  had hap-
pened  to  them, 27  the  Jews  bound them selves, 
 their de scen dants,  and  all  who  joined  with 
 them  to  a commitment  that  they  would  not 
 fail  to cel e brate  these  two  days  each  and ev-
ery  year ac cord ing  to  the writ ten in struc tions 
 and ac cord ing  to  the  time ap point ed. 28  These 
 days  are re mem bered  and cel e brat ed  by ev-
ery gen er a tion, fam i ly, prov ince,  and  city,  so 
 that  these  days  of Pu rim  will  not  lose  their 
signifcance  in Jew ish  life A  and  their mem o ry 
 will  not  fade  from  their de scen dants.

29  Queen Es ther, daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  along 
 with Mor de cai  the  Jew,  wrote  this sec ond 

let ter  with  full au thor i ty  to con frm  the let ter 
 about Pu rim. 30  He  sent let ters  with assuranc-
es  of  peace  and se cu ri ty B  to  all  the  Jews  who 
 were  in  the  127 prov inces  of  the king dom  of 
Ahas u e rus, 31  in or der  to con frm  these  days 
 of Pu rim  at  their prop er  time  just  as Mor de cai 
 the  Jew  and Es ther  the  queen  had es tab lished 
 them  and  just  as  they  had com mit ted them-
selves  and  their de scen dants  to  the prac tic-
es  of fast ing  and lam en ta tion. 32  So Es ther’s 
com mand con frmed  these cus toms  of Pu-
rim,  which  were  then writ ten  into  the rec ord.

MORDECAI’S FAME

10  King Ahas u e rus im posed  a  tax 
through out  the  land  even  to  the 

far thest  shores. C 2  All  of  his pow er ful  and 
mag nif  cent ac com plish ments  and  the de-
tailed ac count  of Mor de cai’s  great  rank  with 
 which  the  king  had hon ored  him,  have  they 
 not  been writ ten  in  the  Book  of  the His tor i-
cal  Events  of  the  Kings  of Me dia  and Per sia? 
3 Mor de cai  the  Jew  was sec ond  only  to  King 
Ahas u e rus.  He  was fa mous  among  the  Jews 
 and high ly es teemed  by  many  of  his rel a tives. 
 He con tin ued  to pur sue pros per i ty  for  his 
peo ple  and  to  speak  for  the well-being  of  all 
 his de scen dants.

A 9:28 LXX reads will be celebrated into all times   B 9:30 Or of peace and faithfulness   C 10:1 Or imposed forced labor 
on the land and the coasts of the sea
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T H E  B O O K  O F

Romans
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART Paul is the undisputed au-
thor of this book, which is one of several letters Paul wrote to various churches. 
Most of Paul’s letters address specific issues within specific congregations, and 
his letter to the Romans is no different—except that it’s longer than most and 
far more thorough in his treatment of Christianity’s core beliefs. The church 
in Rome comprised both Jewish and Gentile believers, and Paul’s purpose for 
writing was to alleviate the tension between the two groups and strengthen the 
believers.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY Romans is often regarded as the 
pinnacle of Paul’s writings. Believers everywhere can mine its pages for a rich 
exploration of what it means to live forgiven, saved, and redeemed. This letter 
serves to clarify the gospel so believers can grow in their faith and knowledge 
of God by understanding the universal nature of human sin and our desperate 
need for God’s grace. A strong foundation of truth is as important to the church 
today as it was to the church in Rome.

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY Unity among believers is essential for 
the church to flourish and share the gospel with our neighbors. May we become 
instruments of unity in our own local churches wherever we call home today.

As you read Romans, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Beautiful Brokenness_ Daily Grace_ Everyday Leadership

_ Imperfect Hospitality_ Second Chances
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The Gospel of the Unashamed
ROMANS 1:16-17

Considering the current state of our world, this passage in Romans 1:16-17 couldn’t 
be more necessary for Christians to believe and live out in their everyday lives. A sub-
jective way of living has become increasingly popular. Values and morals have become 
merely suggestions. Convictions have fallen by the wayside. Truth has been buried deep 
beneath the surface.

I’m not one for popular. I don’t tend to be easily swayed by others’ opinions and stan-
dards. That’s not an easy place to get to. This place is only found when we surrender to 
the One who created the standards of holiness and righteousness.

In college and in my career God seems to surround me, more often than not, by people 
who are searching for truth and for grace to be seen and valued. I love it! I love it be-
cause that is right where He wants me. I love it because I get such joy from watching the 
Holy Spirit work through me. He wants to place you there as well. He wants to do a work 
through you that only He can do.

Salvation is waiting.

Salvation is calling.

Salvation is as close as the whisper of His name.

Salvation comes through Christ alone, but we carry His name. We carry the words of life. 
We carry the good news of the work of the cross. When we count the high cost of a fully 
abandoned life and decide He’s worth it, that’s when the adventure begins and God’s 
righteousness is revealed. Souls are saved. Lives are changed.

I want to live in such a way that the lost are drawn to repentance and the believer is cap-
tivated by His presence. I want to boldly proclaim the power of the gospel despite my 
environment or pressure. I want to be steadfast with the revelation that God has given me. 
I want to love well, but always to point to the ways of the Lord.

He is worthy of all of our devotion.

He is worthy of our whole life.

He is worthy of an unashamed gospel.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, fi rst to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith” 
(Rm 1:16-17).

Everyday Leadership
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Author Index, page 1846
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THE GOSPEL OF GOD FOR ROME

1  Paul,  a ser vant  of  Christ  Jesus,  called  as 
 an apos tle A  and  set  apart  for  the gos pel 

 of  God  —   2  which  he prom ised be fore hand 
 through  his proph ets  in  the  Holy Scrip tures  
—  3 con cern ing  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our 
 Lord,  who  was  a de scen dant  of Da vid B ac­
cord ing  to  the  fl esh 4  and  was ap point ed  to 
 be  the pow er ful  Son  of  God ac cord ing  to  the 
Spir it  of ho li ness C  by  the res ur rec tion  of  the 
 dead. 5  Through  him  we  have re ceived  grace 
 and apos tle ship  to  bring  about D  the obe di­
ence  of  faith  for  the  sake  of  his  name  among 
 all  the Gen tiles, E 6 in clud ing  you  who  are  also 
 called  by  Jesus  Christ.

7  To  all  who  are  in  Rome,  loved  by  God, 
 called  as  saints.

 Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa­
ther  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.

PAUL’S DESIRE TO VISIT ROME
8  First,  I  thank  my  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
 for  all  of  you be cause  the  news  of  your  faith F 
 is be ing re port ed  in  all  the  world. 9  God  is 
 my wit ness,  whom  I  serve  with  my spir it  in 
tell ing  the  good  news  about  his  Son  —   that 
 I con stant ly men tion  you, 10 al ways ask ing 
 in  my  prayers  that  if  it  is some how  in  God’s 
 will,  I  may  now  at  last suc ceed  in com ing  to 
 you. 11  For  I  want  very  much  to  see  you,  so 
 that  I  may im part  to  you  some spir i tu al  gift 
 to strength en  you, 12  that  is,  to  be mu tu al ly 
en cour aged  by  each oth er’s  faith,  both  yours 
 and  mine.

13  Now  I  don’t  want  you  to  be un aware, 
broth ers  and sis ters,  that  I of ten  planned  to 
 come  to  you ( but  was pre vent ed un til  now) 
 in or der  that  I  might  have  a fruit ful min is­
try G  among  you,  just  as  I  have  had  among  the 
 rest  of  the Gen tiles. 14  I  am ob li gat ed  both  to 
 Greeks  and bar bar i ans, H  both  to  the  wise  and 
 the fool ish. 15  So  I  am ea ger  to  preach  the gos­
pel  to  you  also  who  are  in  Rome.

THE RIGHTEOUS WILL LIVE BY FAITH
16  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the gos pel, I be­
cause  it  is  the pow er  of  God  for sal va tion  to 
ev ery one  who be lieves,  fi rst  to  the  Jew,  and 
 also  to  the  Greek. 17  For  in  it  the righ teous­
ness  of  God  is re vealed  from  faith  to  faith, J 
 just  as  it  is writ ten:  The righ teous  will  live 
 by  faith. K,L

THE GUILT OF THE GENTILE WORLD
18  For  God’s  wrath  is re vealed  from heav en 
 against  all god less ness  and un righ teous ness 
 of peo ple  who  by  their un righ teous ness sup­
press  the  truth, 19  since  what  can  be  known M 
 about  God  is ev i dent  among  them, be cause 
 God  has  shown  it  to  them. 20  For  his in vis i­
ble attributes,  that  is,  his eter nal pow er  and 
di vine na ture,  have  been clear ly  seen  since 
 the cre a tion  of  the  world, be ing un der stood 
 through  what  he  has  made.  As  a re sult, peo­
ple  are with out ex cuse. 21  For  though  they 
 knew  God,  they  did  not glo ri fy  him  as  God 
 or  show grat i tude. In stead,  their think ing be­
came worth less,  and  their sense less  hearts 
 were dark ened. 22 Claim ing  to  be  wise,  they 
be came  fools 23  and ex changed  the glo ry  of 
 the im mor tal  God  for im ages re sem bling 
mor tal  man,  birds, four­footed an i mals,  and 
rep tiles.

24 There fore  God de liv ered  them  over  in 
 the de sires  of  their  hearts  to sex u al im pu ri­
ty,  so  that  their bod ies  were de grad ed  among 
them selves. 25  They ex changed  the  truth  of 
 God  for  a  lie,  and wor shiped  and  served  what 
 has  been cre at ed in stead  of  the Cre a tor,  who 
 is  praised for ev er.  Amen.

FROM IDOLATRY TO DEPRAVITY
26  For  this rea son  God de liv ered  them  over 
 to dis grace ful pas sions.  Their wom en N ex­
changed nat u ral sex u al re la tions O  for un nat­
u ral  ones. 27  The  men P  in  the  same  way  also 
 left nat u ral re la tions  with wom en  and  were 

A 1:1 Or Jesus, a called apostle   B 1:3 Lit was of the seed of David   C 1:4 Or the spirit of holiness, or the Holy Spirit   
D 1:5 Or him for ; lit him into   E 1:5 Or nations, also in v. 13   F 1:8 Or because your faith   G 1:13 Lit have some fruit   
H 1:14 Or non-Greeks   I 1:16 Other mss add of Christ   J 1:17 Or revealed out of faith into faith   K 1:17 Or The one 
who is righteous by faith will live   L 1:17 Hab 2:4   M 1:19 Or what is known   N 1:26 Lit females, also in v. 27   
O 1:26 Lit natural use, also in v. 27   P 1:27 Lit males, also later in v.
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The Gospel of the Unashamed
ROMANS 1:16-17

Considering the current state of our world, this passage in Romans 1:16-17 couldn’t 
be more necessary for Christians to believe and live out in their everyday lives. A sub-
jective way of living has become increasingly popular. Values and morals have become 
merely suggestions. Convictions have fallen by the wayside. Truth has been buried deep 
beneath the surface.

I’m not one for popular. I don’t tend to be easily swayed by others’ opinions and stan-
dards. That’s not an easy place to get to. This place is only found when we surrender to 
the One who created the standards of holiness and righteousness.

In college and in my career God seems to surround me, more often than not, by people 
who are searching for truth and for grace to be seen and valued. I love it! I love it be-
cause that is right where He wants me. I love it because I get such joy from watching the 
Holy Spirit work through me. He wants to place you there as well. He wants to do a work 
through you that only He can do.

Salvation is waiting.

Salvation is calling.

Salvation is as close as the whisper of His name.

Salvation comes through Christ alone, but we carry His name. We carry the words of life. 
We carry the good news of the work of the cross. When we count the high cost of a fully 
abandoned life and decide He’s worth it, that’s when the adventure begins and God’s 
righteousness is revealed. Souls are saved. Lives are changed.

I want to live in such a way that the lost are drawn to repentance and the believer is cap-
tivated by His presence. I want to boldly proclaim the power of the gospel despite my 
environment or pressure. I want to be steadfast with the revelation that God has given me. 
I want to love well, but always to point to the ways of the Lord.

He is worthy of all of our devotion.

He is worthy of our whole life.

He is worthy of an unashamed gospel.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, fi rst to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith” 
(Rm 1:16-17).

Everyday Leadership
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1829

Author Index, page 1846
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THE GOSPEL OF GOD FOR ROME

1  Paul,  a ser vant  of  Christ  Jesus,  called  as 
 an apos tle A  and  set  apart  for  the gos pel 

 of  God  —   2  which  he prom ised be fore hand 
 through  his proph ets  in  the  Holy Scrip tures  
—  3 con cern ing  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our 
 Lord,  who  was  a de scen dant  of Da vid B ac­
cord ing  to  the  fl esh 4  and  was ap point ed  to 
 be  the pow er ful  Son  of  God ac cord ing  to  the 
Spir it  of ho li ness C  by  the res ur rec tion  of  the 
 dead. 5  Through  him  we  have re ceived  grace 
 and apos tle ship  to  bring  about D  the obe di­
ence  of  faith  for  the  sake  of  his  name  among 
 all  the Gen tiles, E 6 in clud ing  you  who  are  also 
 called  by  Jesus  Christ.

7  To  all  who  are  in  Rome,  loved  by  God, 
 called  as  saints.

 Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa­
ther  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.

PAUL’S DESIRE TO VISIT ROME
8  First,  I  thank  my  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
 for  all  of  you be cause  the  news  of  your  faith F 
 is be ing re port ed  in  all  the  world. 9  God  is 
 my wit ness,  whom  I  serve  with  my spir it  in 
tell ing  the  good  news  about  his  Son  —   that 
 I con stant ly men tion  you, 10 al ways ask ing 
 in  my  prayers  that  if  it  is some how  in  God’s 
 will,  I  may  now  at  last suc ceed  in com ing  to 
 you. 11  For  I  want  very  much  to  see  you,  so 
 that  I  may im part  to  you  some spir i tu al  gift 
 to strength en  you, 12  that  is,  to  be mu tu al ly 
en cour aged  by  each oth er’s  faith,  both  yours 
 and  mine.

13  Now  I  don’t  want  you  to  be un aware, 
broth ers  and sis ters,  that  I of ten  planned  to 
 come  to  you ( but  was pre vent ed un til  now) 
 in or der  that  I  might  have  a fruit ful min is­
try G  among  you,  just  as  I  have  had  among  the 
 rest  of  the Gen tiles. 14  I  am ob li gat ed  both  to 
 Greeks  and bar bar i ans, H  both  to  the  wise  and 
 the fool ish. 15  So  I  am ea ger  to  preach  the gos­
pel  to  you  also  who  are  in  Rome.

THE RIGHTEOUS WILL LIVE BY FAITH
16  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the gos pel, I be­
cause  it  is  the pow er  of  God  for sal va tion  to 
ev ery one  who be lieves,  fi rst  to  the  Jew,  and 
 also  to  the  Greek. 17  For  in  it  the righ teous­
ness  of  God  is re vealed  from  faith  to  faith, J 
 just  as  it  is writ ten:  The righ teous  will  live 
 by  faith. K,L

THE GUILT OF THE GENTILE WORLD
18  For  God’s  wrath  is re vealed  from heav en 
 against  all god less ness  and un righ teous ness 
 of peo ple  who  by  their un righ teous ness sup­
press  the  truth, 19  since  what  can  be  known M 
 about  God  is ev i dent  among  them, be cause 
 God  has  shown  it  to  them. 20  For  his in vis i­
ble attributes,  that  is,  his eter nal pow er  and 
di vine na ture,  have  been clear ly  seen  since 
 the cre a tion  of  the  world, be ing un der stood 
 through  what  he  has  made.  As  a re sult, peo­
ple  are with out ex cuse. 21  For  though  they 
 knew  God,  they  did  not glo ri fy  him  as  God 
 or  show grat i tude. In stead,  their think ing be­
came worth less,  and  their sense less  hearts 
 were dark ened. 22 Claim ing  to  be  wise,  they 
be came  fools 23  and ex changed  the glo ry  of 
 the im mor tal  God  for im ages re sem bling 
mor tal  man,  birds, four­footed an i mals,  and 
rep tiles.

24 There fore  God de liv ered  them  over  in 
 the de sires  of  their  hearts  to sex u al im pu ri­
ty,  so  that  their bod ies  were de grad ed  among 
them selves. 25  They ex changed  the  truth  of 
 God  for  a  lie,  and wor shiped  and  served  what 
 has  been cre at ed in stead  of  the Cre a tor,  who 
 is  praised for ev er.  Amen.

FROM IDOLATRY TO DEPRAVITY
26  For  this rea son  God de liv ered  them  over 
 to dis grace ful pas sions.  Their wom en N ex­
changed nat u ral sex u al re la tions O  for un nat­
u ral  ones. 27  The  men P  in  the  same  way  also 
 left nat u ral re la tions  with wom en  and  were 

A 1:1 Or Jesus, a called apostle   B 1:3 Lit was of the seed of David   C 1:4 Or the spirit of holiness, or the Holy Spirit   
D 1:5 Or him for ; lit him into   E 1:5 Or nations, also in v. 13   F 1:8 Or because your faith   G 1:13 Lit have some fruit   
H 1:14 Or non-Greeks   I 1:16 Other mss add of Christ   J 1:17 Or revealed out of faith into faith   K 1:17 Or The one 
who is righteous by faith will live   L 1:17 Hab 2:4   M 1:19 Or what is known   N 1:26 Lit females, also in v. 27   
O 1:26 Lit natural use, also in v. 27   P 1:27 Lit males, also later in v.
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cir cum ci sion  has be come un cir cum ci sion. 
26  So  if  an un cir cum cised  man  keeps  the  law’s 
re quire ments,  will  not  his un cir cum ci sion 
 be count ed  as cir cum ci sion? 27  A  man  who  is 
phys i cal ly un cir cum cised,  but  who  keeps  the 
 law,  will  judge  you  who  are  a law break er  in 
 spite  of hav ing  the let ter  of  the  law  and cir­
cum ci sion. 28  For  a per son  is  not  a  Jew  who  is 
 one out ward ly,  and  true cir cum ci sion  is  not 
some thing vis i ble  in  the  flesh. 29  On  the con­
trary,  a per son  is  a  Jew  who  is  one in ward ly, 
 and cir cum ci sion  is  of  the  heart  —   by  the 
Spir it,  not  the let ter. A  That per son’s  praise  is 
 not  from peo ple  but  from  God.

PAUL ANSWERS AN OBJECTION

3  So  what ad van tage  does  the  Jew  have? 
 Or  what  is  the ben e fit  of cir cum ci sion? 

2 Con sid er able  in ev ery  way.  First,  they  were 
en trust ed  with  the  very  words  of  God. 3  What 
 then?  If  some  were un faith ful,  will  their un­
faith ful ness nul li fy  God’s faith ful ness? 4 Ab­
so lute ly  not!  Let  God  be  true,  even  though 
ev ery one  is  a  liar,  as  it  is writ ten:
  That you may be justified 

in your words
  and triumph when you judge. B

5  But  if  our un righ teous ness highlights C  God’s 
righ teous ness,  what  are  we  to  say?  I  am us­
ing  a hu man argument: D  Is  God un righ teous 
 to in flict  wrath? 6 Ab so lute ly  not! Oth er wise, 
 how  will  God  judge  the  world? 7  But  if  by  my 
 lie  God’s  truth  abounds  to  his glo ry,  why  am 
 I  also  still be ing  judged  as  a sin ner? 8  And 
 why  not  say,  just  as  some peo ple slan der ous­
ly  claim  we  say, “ Let  us  do  what  is  evil  so  that 
 good  may  come”?  Their con dem na tion  is de­
served!

THE WHOLE WORLD GUILTY BEFORE GOD
9  What  then?  Are  we  any bet ter  off? E  Not  at  all! 
 For  we  have al ready  charged  that  both  Jews  and 
Gen tiles F  are  all un der  sin, G 10  as  it  is writ ten:

  There is no one righteous, 
not even one.

 11 There is no one who understands;
  there is no one who seeks God.
 12 All have turned away;
  all alike have become worthless.
  There is no one who does 

what is good,
  not even one. H

 13 Their throat is an open grave;
  they deceive with their tongues. I

  Vipers’ venom is under their lips. J

 14 Their mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness. K

 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood;
 16 ruin and wretchedness are 

in their paths,
 17 and the path of peace 

they have not known. L

 18 There is no fear of God 
before their eyes. M

19  Now  we  know  that what ev er  the  law 
 says,  it  speaks  to  those  who  are sub ject  to  the 
 law, N  so  that ev ery  mouth  may  be  shut  and  the 
 whole  world  may be come sub ject  to  God’s 
judg ment. O 20  For  no  one  will  be jus ti fied P  in 
 his  sight  by  the  works  of  the  law, be cause  the 
knowl edge  of  sin  comes  through  the  law.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD  
THROUGH FAITH
21  But  now,  apart  from  the  law,  the righ teous­
ness  of  God  has  been re vealed, at test ed  by 
 the  Law  and  the Proph ets. Q 22  The righ teous­
ness  of  God  is  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ R  to 
 all  who be lieve,  since  there  is  no dis tinc tion. 
23  For  all  have  sinned  and  fall  short  of  the S glo­
ry  of  God. 24  They  are jus ti fied free ly  by  his 
 grace  through  the re demp tion  that  is  in  Christ 
 Jesus. 25  God pre sent ed  him  as  an atoning sac­
ri fice T  in  his  blood, re ceived  through  faith,  to 
dem on strate  his righ teous ness, be cause  in  his 

A 2:29 Or heart  —  spiritually, not literally   B 3:4 Ps 51:4   C 3:5 Or shows, or demonstrates   D 3:5 Lit I speak as a man   
E 3:9 Are we Jews any better than the Gentiles?   F 3:9 Lit Greeks   G 3:9 Under sin’s power or dominion   H 3:10-12 Ps 
14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ec 7:20   I 3:13 Ps 5:9   J 3:13 Ps 140:3   K 3:14 Ps 10:7   L 3:15-17 Is 59:7-8   M 3:18 Ps 36:1   N 3:19 Lit 
those in the law   O 3:19 Or become guilty before God, or may be accountable to God   P 3:20 Or will be declared 
righteous, or will be acquitted   Q 3:21 When capitalized, the Law and the Prophets = OT   R 3:22 Or through the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ   S 3:23 Or and lack the   T 3:25 Or a propitiation, or a place of atonement
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in flamed  in  their  lust  for  one an oth er.  Men 
com mit ted shame less  acts  with  men  and re­
ceived  in  their  own per sons A  the ap pro pri ate 
pen al ty  of  their er ror.

28  And be cause  they  did  not  think  it worth­
while  to ac knowl edge  God,  God de liv ered 
 them  over  to  a cor rupt  mind  so  that  they  do 
 what  is  not  right. 29  They  are  filled  with  all un­
righ teous ness, B  evil,  greed,  and wick ed ness. 
 They  are  full  of  envy, mur der, quar rels, de ceit, 
 and mal ice.  They  are gos sips, 30 slan der ers, 
God­haters, ar ro gant,  proud, boast ful, in ven­
tors  of  evil, dis obe di ent  to par ents, 31 sense less, 
untrustworthy, unloving, C  and unmerciful. 
32 Al though  they  know  God’s  just sen tence  —  
 that  those  who prac tice  such  things de serve 
 to  die D  —   they  not  only  do  them,  but  even ap­
plaud E oth ers  who prac tice  them.

GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT

2 There fore, ev ery  one  of  you F  who judg es 
 is with out ex cuse.  For  when  you  judge 

an oth er,  you con demn your self,  since  you, 
 the  judge,  do  the  same  things. 2  We  know  that 
 God’s judg ment  on  those  who  do  such  things 
 is  based  on  the  truth. 3  Do  you real ly  think  —  
any one  of  you  who judg es  those  who  do  such 
 things  yet  do  the  same  —   that  you  will es cape 
 God’s judg ment? 4  Or  do  you de spise  the rich­
es  of  his kind ness, re straint,  and pa tience, 
 not rec og niz ing G  that  God’s kind ness  is in­
tend ed  to  lead  you  to re pen tance? 5 Be cause 
 of  your hard ened  and un re pen tant  heart  you 
 are stor ing  up  wrath  for your self  in  the  day 
 of  wrath,  when  God’s righ teous judg ment  is 
re vealed. 6  He  will re pay  each  one ac cord­
ing  to  his  works: H 7 eter nal  life  to  those  who 
 by per sis tence  in do ing  good  seek glo ry, hon­
or,  and im mor tal i ty; 8  but  wrath  and an ger  to 
 those  who  are self­seeking  and dis obey  the 
 truth  while obey ing un righ teous ness. 9  There 
 will  be affliction  and dis tress  for ev ery hu­
man be ing  who  does  evil,  first  to  the  Jew, 

 and  also  to  the  Greek; 10  but glo ry, hon or,  and 
 peace  for ev ery one  who  does  what  is  good, 
 first  to  the  Jew,  and  also  to  the  Greek. 11  For 
 there  is  no fa vor it ism  with  God.

12  All  who  sin with out  the  law  will  also per­
ish with out  the  law,  and  all  who  sin un der I  the 
 law  will  be  judged  by  the  law. 13  For  the hear­
ers  of  the  law  are  not righ teous be fore  God, 
 but  the doers  of  the  law  will  be jus ti fied. J 14  So, 
 when Gen tiles,  who  do  not  by na ture  have  the 
 law,  do K  what  the  law de mands,  they  are  a  law 
 to them selves  even  though  they  do  not  have 
 the  law. 15  They  show  that  the  work  of  the  law L 
 is writ ten  on  their  hearts.  Their con sciences 
con firm  this.  Their competing  thoughts ei­
ther ac cuse  or  even ex cuse  them M 16  on  the 
 day  when  God judg es  what peo ple  have 
 kept se cret, ac cord ing  to  my gos pel  through 
 Christ  Jesus.

JEWISH VIOLATION OF THE LAW
17  Now  if N  you  call your self  a  Jew,  and  rely  on 
 the  law,  and  boast  in  God, 18  and  know  his  will, 
 and ap prove  the  things  that  are su pe ri or, be­
ing in struct ed  from  the  law, 19  and  if  you  are 
con vinced  that  you  are  a  guide  for  the  blind, 
 a  light  to  those  in dark ness, 20  an in struc tor 
 of  the ig no rant,  a teach er  of  the immature, 
hav ing  the em bodi ment  of knowl edge  and 
 truth  in  the  law  —   21  you  then,  who  teach 
an oth er,  don’t  you  teach your self?  You  who 
 preach, “ You  must  not  steal”  —   do  you  steal? 
22  You  who  say, “ You  must  not com mit adul­
tery”  —   do  you com mit adul tery?  You  who 
de test  idols,  do  you  rob  their tem ples? 23  You 
 who  boast  in  the  law,  do  you dis hon or  God  by 
break ing  the  law? 24  For,  as  it  is writ ten:  The 
 name  of  God  is blas phemed  among  the 
Gen tiles be cause  of  you. O

CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART
25 Cir cum ci sion ben e fits  you  if  you ob serve 
 the  law,  but  if  you  are  a law break er,  your 

A 1:27 Or in themselves   B 1:29 Other mss add sexual immorality   C 1:31 Other mss add unforgiving   D 1:32 Lit things 
are worthy of death   E 1:32 Lit even take pleasure in   F 2:1 Lit Therefore, O man, every one   G 2:4 Or patience, 
because you do not recognize   H 2:6 Ps 62:12; Pr 24:12   I 2:12 Lit in   J 2:13 Or acquitted   K 2:14 Or who do not have 
the law, instinctively do   L 2:15 The code of conduct required by the law   M 2:15 Internal debate, either in a person or 
among the pagan moralists   N 2:17 Other mss read Look —   O 2:24 Is 52:5
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cir cum ci sion  has be come un cir cum ci sion. 
26  So  if  an un cir cum cised  man  keeps  the  law’s 
re quire ments,  will  not  his un cir cum ci sion 
 be count ed  as cir cum ci sion? 27  A  man  who  is 
phys i cal ly un cir cum cised,  but  who  keeps  the 
 law,  will  judge  you  who  are  a law break er  in 
 spite  of hav ing  the let ter  of  the  law  and cir­
cum ci sion. 28  For  a per son  is  not  a  Jew  who  is 
 one out ward ly,  and  true cir cum ci sion  is  not 
some thing vis i ble  in  the  flesh. 29  On  the con­
trary,  a per son  is  a  Jew  who  is  one in ward ly, 
 and cir cum ci sion  is  of  the  heart  —   by  the 
Spir it,  not  the let ter. A  That per son’s  praise  is 
 not  from peo ple  but  from  God.

PAUL ANSWERS AN OBJECTION

3  So  what ad van tage  does  the  Jew  have? 
 Or  what  is  the ben e fit  of cir cum ci sion? 

2 Con sid er able  in ev ery  way.  First,  they  were 
en trust ed  with  the  very  words  of  God. 3  What 
 then?  If  some  were un faith ful,  will  their un­
faith ful ness nul li fy  God’s faith ful ness? 4 Ab­
so lute ly  not!  Let  God  be  true,  even  though 
ev ery one  is  a  liar,  as  it  is writ ten:
  That you may be justified 

in your words
  and triumph when you judge. B

5  But  if  our un righ teous ness highlights C  God’s 
righ teous ness,  what  are  we  to  say?  I  am us­
ing  a hu man argument: D  Is  God un righ teous 
 to in flict  wrath? 6 Ab so lute ly  not! Oth er wise, 
 how  will  God  judge  the  world? 7  But  if  by  my 
 lie  God’s  truth  abounds  to  his glo ry,  why  am 
 I  also  still be ing  judged  as  a sin ner? 8  And 
 why  not  say,  just  as  some peo ple slan der ous­
ly  claim  we  say, “ Let  us  do  what  is  evil  so  that 
 good  may  come”?  Their con dem na tion  is de­
served!

THE WHOLE WORLD GUILTY BEFORE GOD
9  What  then?  Are  we  any bet ter  off? E  Not  at  all! 
 For  we  have al ready  charged  that  both  Jews  and 
Gen tiles F  are  all un der  sin, G 10  as  it  is writ ten:

  There is no one righteous, 
not even one.

 11 There is no one who understands;
  there is no one who seeks God.
 12 All have turned away;
  all alike have become worthless.
  There is no one who does 

what is good,
  not even one. H

 13 Their throat is an open grave;
  they deceive with their tongues. I

  Vipers’ venom is under their lips. J

 14 Their mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness. K

 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood;
 16 ruin and wretchedness are 

in their paths,
 17 and the path of peace 

they have not known. L

 18 There is no fear of God 
before their eyes. M

19  Now  we  know  that what ev er  the  law 
 says,  it  speaks  to  those  who  are sub ject  to  the 
 law, N  so  that ev ery  mouth  may  be  shut  and  the 
 whole  world  may be come sub ject  to  God’s 
judg ment. O 20  For  no  one  will  be jus ti fied P  in 
 his  sight  by  the  works  of  the  law, be cause  the 
knowl edge  of  sin  comes  through  the  law.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD  
THROUGH FAITH
21  But  now,  apart  from  the  law,  the righ teous­
ness  of  God  has  been re vealed, at test ed  by 
 the  Law  and  the Proph ets. Q 22  The righ teous­
ness  of  God  is  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ R  to 
 all  who be lieve,  since  there  is  no dis tinc tion. 
23  For  all  have  sinned  and  fall  short  of  the S glo­
ry  of  God. 24  They  are jus ti fied free ly  by  his 
 grace  through  the re demp tion  that  is  in  Christ 
 Jesus. 25  God pre sent ed  him  as  an atoning sac­
ri fice T  in  his  blood, re ceived  through  faith,  to 
dem on strate  his righ teous ness, be cause  in  his 

A 2:29 Or heart  —  spiritually, not literally   B 3:4 Ps 51:4   C 3:5 Or shows, or demonstrates   D 3:5 Lit I speak as a man   
E 3:9 Are we Jews any better than the Gentiles?   F 3:9 Lit Greeks   G 3:9 Under sin’s power or dominion   H 3:10-12 Ps 
14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ec 7:20   I 3:13 Ps 5:9   J 3:13 Ps 140:3   K 3:14 Ps 10:7   L 3:15-17 Is 59:7-8   M 3:18 Ps 36:1   N 3:19 Lit 
those in the law   O 3:19 Or become guilty before God, or may be accountable to God   P 3:20 Or will be declared 
righteous, or will be acquitted   Q 3:21 When capitalized, the Law and the Prophets = OT   R 3:22 Or through the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ   S 3:23 Or and lack the   T 3:25 Or a propitiation, or a place of atonement
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in flamed  in  their  lust  for  one an oth er.  Men 
com mit ted shame less  acts  with  men  and re­
ceived  in  their  own per sons A  the ap pro pri ate 
pen al ty  of  their er ror.

28  And be cause  they  did  not  think  it worth­
while  to ac knowl edge  God,  God de liv ered 
 them  over  to  a cor rupt  mind  so  that  they  do 
 what  is  not  right. 29  They  are  filled  with  all un­
righ teous ness, B  evil,  greed,  and wick ed ness. 
 They  are  full  of  envy, mur der, quar rels, de ceit, 
 and mal ice.  They  are gos sips, 30 slan der ers, 
God­haters, ar ro gant,  proud, boast ful, in ven­
tors  of  evil, dis obe di ent  to par ents, 31 sense less, 
untrustworthy, unloving, C  and unmerciful. 
32 Al though  they  know  God’s  just sen tence  —  
 that  those  who prac tice  such  things de serve 
 to  die D  —   they  not  only  do  them,  but  even ap­
plaud E oth ers  who prac tice  them.

GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT

2 There fore, ev ery  one  of  you F  who judg es 
 is with out ex cuse.  For  when  you  judge 

an oth er,  you con demn your self,  since  you, 
 the  judge,  do  the  same  things. 2  We  know  that 
 God’s judg ment  on  those  who  do  such  things 
 is  based  on  the  truth. 3  Do  you real ly  think  —  
any one  of  you  who judg es  those  who  do  such 
 things  yet  do  the  same  —   that  you  will es cape 
 God’s judg ment? 4  Or  do  you de spise  the rich­
es  of  his kind ness, re straint,  and pa tience, 
 not rec og niz ing G  that  God’s kind ness  is in­
tend ed  to  lead  you  to re pen tance? 5 Be cause 
 of  your hard ened  and un re pen tant  heart  you 
 are stor ing  up  wrath  for your self  in  the  day 
 of  wrath,  when  God’s righ teous judg ment  is 
re vealed. 6  He  will re pay  each  one ac cord­
ing  to  his  works: H 7 eter nal  life  to  those  who 
 by per sis tence  in do ing  good  seek glo ry, hon­
or,  and im mor tal i ty; 8  but  wrath  and an ger  to 
 those  who  are self­seeking  and dis obey  the 
 truth  while obey ing un righ teous ness. 9  There 
 will  be affliction  and dis tress  for ev ery hu­
man be ing  who  does  evil,  first  to  the  Jew, 

 and  also  to  the  Greek; 10  but glo ry, hon or,  and 
 peace  for ev ery one  who  does  what  is  good, 
 first  to  the  Jew,  and  also  to  the  Greek. 11  For 
 there  is  no fa vor it ism  with  God.

12  All  who  sin with out  the  law  will  also per­
ish with out  the  law,  and  all  who  sin un der I  the 
 law  will  be  judged  by  the  law. 13  For  the hear­
ers  of  the  law  are  not righ teous be fore  God, 
 but  the doers  of  the  law  will  be jus ti fied. J 14  So, 
 when Gen tiles,  who  do  not  by na ture  have  the 
 law,  do K  what  the  law de mands,  they  are  a  law 
 to them selves  even  though  they  do  not  have 
 the  law. 15  They  show  that  the  work  of  the  law L 
 is writ ten  on  their  hearts.  Their con sciences 
con firm  this.  Their competing  thoughts ei­
ther ac cuse  or  even ex cuse  them M 16  on  the 
 day  when  God judg es  what peo ple  have 
 kept se cret, ac cord ing  to  my gos pel  through 
 Christ  Jesus.

JEWISH VIOLATION OF THE LAW
17  Now  if N  you  call your self  a  Jew,  and  rely  on 
 the  law,  and  boast  in  God, 18  and  know  his  will, 
 and ap prove  the  things  that  are su pe ri or, be­
ing in struct ed  from  the  law, 19  and  if  you  are 
con vinced  that  you  are  a  guide  for  the  blind, 
 a  light  to  those  in dark ness, 20  an in struc tor 
 of  the ig no rant,  a teach er  of  the immature, 
hav ing  the em bodi ment  of knowl edge  and 
 truth  in  the  law  —   21  you  then,  who  teach 
an oth er,  don’t  you  teach your self?  You  who 
 preach, “ You  must  not  steal”  —   do  you  steal? 
22  You  who  say, “ You  must  not com mit adul­
tery”  —   do  you com mit adul tery?  You  who 
de test  idols,  do  you  rob  their tem ples? 23  You 
 who  boast  in  the  law,  do  you dis hon or  God  by 
break ing  the  law? 24  For,  as  it  is writ ten:  The 
 name  of  God  is blas phemed  among  the 
Gen tiles be cause  of  you. O

CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART
25 Cir cum ci sion ben e fits  you  if  you ob serve 
 the  law,  but  if  you  are  a law break er,  your 

A 1:27 Or in themselves   B 1:29 Other mss add sexual immorality   C 1:31 Other mss add unforgiving   D 1:32 Lit things 
are worthy of death   E 1:32 Lit even take pleasure in   F 2:1 Lit Therefore, O man, every one   G 2:4 Or patience, 
because you do not recognize   H 2:6 Ps 62:12; Pr 24:12   I 2:12 Lit in   J 2:13 Or acquitted   K 2:14 Or who do not have 
the law, instinctively do   L 2:15 The code of conduct required by the law   M 2:15 Internal debate, either in a person or 
among the pagan moralists   N 2:17 Other mss read Look —   O 2:24 Is 52:5
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re straint  God  passed  over  the  sins pre vi ous ly 
com mit ted. 26  God pre sent ed  him  to dem on­
strate  his righ teous ness  at  the pre sent  time, 
 so  that  he  would  be righ teous  and de clare 
righ teous A  the  one  who  has  faith  in  Jesus.

BOASTING EXCLUDED
27  Where,  then,  is boast ing?  It  is ex clud ed.  By 
 what  kind  of  law? B  By  one  of  works?  No,  on 
 the con trary,  by  a  law C  of  faith. 28  For  we con­
clude  that  a per son  is jus ti fi ed  by  faith  apart 
 from  the  works  of  the  law. 29  Or  is  God  the 
 God  of  Jews  only?  Is  he  not  the  God  of Gen­
tiles  too?  Yes,  of Gen tiles  too, 30  since  there  is 
 one  God  who  will jus ti fy  the cir cum cised  by 
 faith  and  the un cir cum cised  through  faith. 
31  Do  we  then nul li fy  the  law  through  faith? 
Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  we up hold 
 the  law.

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BY FAITH

4  What  then  will  we  say  that Abra ham,  our 
fore fa ther ac cord ing  to  the  fl esh,  has 

 found? D 2  If Abra ham  was jus ti fi ed E  by  works, 
 he  has some thing  to  boast  about  —   but  not 
be fore  God. 3  For  what  does  the Scrip ture  say? 
Abra ham be lieved  God,  and  it  was cred it ed 
 to  him  for righ teous ness. F 4  Now  to  the  one 
 who  works,  pay  is  not cred it ed  as  a  gift,  but 
 as some thing  owed. 5  But  to  the  one  who  does 
 not  work,  but be lieves  on  him  who de clares 
 the un god ly  to  be righ teous,  his  faith  is cred­
it ed  for righ teous ness.

DAVID CELEBRATING THE SAME TRUTH
6  Just  as Da vid  also  speaks  of  the bless ing  of 
 the per son  to  whom  God cred its righ teous­
ness  apart  from  works:
 7 Blessed are those whose lawless acts 

are forgiven
  and whose sins are covered.
 8 Blessed is the person
  the Lord will never charge with sin. G

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BEFORE CIRCUMCISION
9  Is  this bless ing  only  for  the cir cum cised, 
 then?  Or  is  it  also  for  the un cir cum cised?  For 
 we  say,  Faith  was cred it ed  to Abra ham  for 
righ teous ness. F 10  In  what  way  then  was  it 
cred it ed  —   while  he  was cir cum cised,  or un­
cir cum cised?  It  was  not  while  he  was cir cum­
cised,  but un cir cum cised. 11  And  he re ceived 
 the  sign  of cir cum ci sion  as  a  seal  of  the righ­
teous ness  that  he  had  by  faith H  while  still un­
cir cum cised.  This  was  to  make  him  the fa ther 
 of  all  who be lieve  but  are  not cir cum cised,  so 
 that righ teous ness  may  be cred it ed  to  them 
 also. 12  And  he be came  the fa ther  of  the cir­
cum cised,  who  are  not  only cir cum cised  but 
 who  also fol low  in  the foot steps  of  the  faith 
 our fa ther Abra ham  had  while  he  was  still 
un cir cum cised.

THE PROMISE GRANTED THROUGH FAITH
13  For  the prom ise  to Abra ham  or  to  his de­
scen dants  that  he  would in her it  the  world 
 was  not  through  the  law,  but  through  the 
righ teous ness  that  comes  by  faith. 14  If  those 
 who  are  of  the  law  are  heirs,  faith  is  made 
emp ty  and  the prom ise nul li fi ed, 15 be cause 
 the  law pro duc es  wrath.  And  where  there  is 
 no  law,  there  is  no trans gres sion.

16  This  is  why  the prom ise  is  by  faith,  so 
 that  it  may  be ac cord ing  to  grace,  to guar­
an tee  it  to  all  the de scen dants  —   not  only  to 
 those  who  are  of  the  law I  but  also  to  those 
 who  are  of Abra ham’s  faith.  He  is  the fa ther 
 of  us  all. 17  As  it  is writ ten:  I  have  made  you 
 the fa ther  of  many na tions. J  He  is  our fa­
ther  in  God’s  sight,  in  whom Abra ham be­
lieved  —   the  God  who  gives  life  to  the  dead 
 and  calls  things  into existence  that  do  not 
ex ist. 18  He be lieved, hop ing  against  hope,  so 
 that  he be came  the fa ther  of  many na tions J 
ac cord ing  to  what  had  been spo ken:  So  will 
 your de scen dants  be. K 19  He  did  not weaken 
 in  faith  when  he con sid ered L  his  own  body  to 

A 3:26 Or and justify, or and acquit   B 3:27 Or what principle?   C 3:27 Or a principle   D 4:1 Or What then shall we say? 
Have we found Abraham to be our forefather according to the fl esh?  or What, then, shall we say that Abraham our 
forefather found according to the fl esh?   E 4:2 Or was declared righteous, or was acquitted   F 4:3,9 Gn 15:6   
G 4:7-8 Ps 32:1-2   H 4:11 Lit righteousness of faith, also in v. 13   I 4:16 Or not to those who are of the law only   
J 4:17,18 Gn 17:5   K 4:18 Gn 15:5   L 4:19 Other mss read He did not consider
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Bought at a Price
ROMANS 3:21-28

Not long after we bought our first home, we discovered that the promise of a home 
warranty wasn’t nearly as great as we hoped. While we anticipated some immediate re-
pairs, like the roof and fridge, we were in no way prepared to replace the boiler. Both the 
inspector and former homeowner never indicated there was any problem. We realized 
after it was too late that the leak between the chambers of the aging unit was the source 
of the water stain on the fl oor.

We were duped, not only by what we didn’t know to look for, but also by the fi ne print.

The promise of a home warranty led us to believe that should the boiler fail within a year 
of purchase, we’d have the whole replacement covered. Ah. Not so. See, the fi ne print in 
that warranty said, “Up to $1,500.00.” Do you know how much it costs to replace a boiler 
system? I hope you’re sitting down, because ours cost over $8,000, and that was not the 
most expensive quote.

As I refl ect upon how unprepared we were to be homeowners and the fi nancial strain of 
owning a house, it often makes me think of God and the promise of salvation. I know, that 
may seem odd, but stick with me for a minute.

When it comes to God and His Word, there is no hidden fi ne print that will jump up to bite 
us in the you-know-what.

His Word, when it is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, is honest and true. We may not 
understand His ways, but we can always count on God to be faithful and true. He is nev-
er-changing and always full of loving kindness.

Unlike owning a house and not knowing what it will really cost to maintain it until you’re in 
the thick of it, God takes care of all the charges when we choose to enter into a relation-
ship with Him.

He bought us at a price, through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, and He makes a way 
for us to be right with Him. To us, this is a free gift. To God, it cost everything.

With owning a house, there’s always this sense of, “Oh no, what’s going to break next and 
what will it cost us?” But with God, there is the promise of eternity, no matter what the 
earthly strain might be. In Christ, we have full confi dence that the price has been paid for 
our eternal salvation. 

Beautiful Brokenness
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

Author Index, page 1845
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re straint  God  passed  over  the  sins pre vi ous ly 
com mit ted. 26  God pre sent ed  him  to dem on­
strate  his righ teous ness  at  the pre sent  time, 
 so  that  he  would  be righ teous  and de clare 
righ teous A  the  one  who  has  faith  in  Jesus.

BOASTING EXCLUDED
27  Where,  then,  is boast ing?  It  is ex clud ed.  By 
 what  kind  of  law? B  By  one  of  works?  No,  on 
 the con trary,  by  a  law C  of  faith. 28  For  we con­
clude  that  a per son  is jus ti fi ed  by  faith  apart 
 from  the  works  of  the  law. 29  Or  is  God  the 
 God  of  Jews  only?  Is  he  not  the  God  of Gen­
tiles  too?  Yes,  of Gen tiles  too, 30  since  there  is 
 one  God  who  will jus ti fy  the cir cum cised  by 
 faith  and  the un cir cum cised  through  faith. 
31  Do  we  then nul li fy  the  law  through  faith? 
Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  we up hold 
 the  law.

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BY FAITH

4  What  then  will  we  say  that Abra ham,  our 
fore fa ther ac cord ing  to  the  fl esh,  has 

 found? D 2  If Abra ham  was jus ti fi ed E  by  works, 
 he  has some thing  to  boast  about  —   but  not 
be fore  God. 3  For  what  does  the Scrip ture  say? 
Abra ham be lieved  God,  and  it  was cred it ed 
 to  him  for righ teous ness. F 4  Now  to  the  one 
 who  works,  pay  is  not cred it ed  as  a  gift,  but 
 as some thing  owed. 5  But  to  the  one  who  does 
 not  work,  but be lieves  on  him  who de clares 
 the un god ly  to  be righ teous,  his  faith  is cred­
it ed  for righ teous ness.

DAVID CELEBRATING THE SAME TRUTH
6  Just  as Da vid  also  speaks  of  the bless ing  of 
 the per son  to  whom  God cred its righ teous­
ness  apart  from  works:
 7 Blessed are those whose lawless acts 

are forgiven
  and whose sins are covered.
 8 Blessed is the person
  the Lord will never charge with sin. G

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BEFORE CIRCUMCISION
9  Is  this bless ing  only  for  the cir cum cised, 
 then?  Or  is  it  also  for  the un cir cum cised?  For 
 we  say,  Faith  was cred it ed  to Abra ham  for 
righ teous ness. F 10  In  what  way  then  was  it 
cred it ed  —   while  he  was cir cum cised,  or un­
cir cum cised?  It  was  not  while  he  was cir cum­
cised,  but un cir cum cised. 11  And  he re ceived 
 the  sign  of cir cum ci sion  as  a  seal  of  the righ­
teous ness  that  he  had  by  faith H  while  still un­
cir cum cised.  This  was  to  make  him  the fa ther 
 of  all  who be lieve  but  are  not cir cum cised,  so 
 that righ teous ness  may  be cred it ed  to  them 
 also. 12  And  he be came  the fa ther  of  the cir­
cum cised,  who  are  not  only cir cum cised  but 
 who  also fol low  in  the foot steps  of  the  faith 
 our fa ther Abra ham  had  while  he  was  still 
un cir cum cised.

THE PROMISE GRANTED THROUGH FAITH
13  For  the prom ise  to Abra ham  or  to  his de­
scen dants  that  he  would in her it  the  world 
 was  not  through  the  law,  but  through  the 
righ teous ness  that  comes  by  faith. 14  If  those 
 who  are  of  the  law  are  heirs,  faith  is  made 
emp ty  and  the prom ise nul li fi ed, 15 be cause 
 the  law pro duc es  wrath.  And  where  there  is 
 no  law,  there  is  no trans gres sion.

16  This  is  why  the prom ise  is  by  faith,  so 
 that  it  may  be ac cord ing  to  grace,  to guar­
an tee  it  to  all  the de scen dants  —   not  only  to 
 those  who  are  of  the  law I  but  also  to  those 
 who  are  of Abra ham’s  faith.  He  is  the fa ther 
 of  us  all. 17  As  it  is writ ten:  I  have  made  you 
 the fa ther  of  many na tions. J  He  is  our fa­
ther  in  God’s  sight,  in  whom Abra ham be­
lieved  —   the  God  who  gives  life  to  the  dead 
 and  calls  things  into existence  that  do  not 
ex ist. 18  He be lieved, hop ing  against  hope,  so 
 that  he be came  the fa ther  of  many na tions J 
ac cord ing  to  what  had  been spo ken:  So  will 
 your de scen dants  be. K 19  He  did  not weaken 
 in  faith  when  he con sid ered L  his  own  body  to 

A 3:26 Or and justify, or and acquit   B 3:27 Or what principle?   C 3:27 Or a principle   D 4:1 Or What then shall we say? 
Have we found Abraham to be our forefather according to the fl esh?  or What, then, shall we say that Abraham our 
forefather found according to the fl esh?   E 4:2 Or was declared righteous, or was acquitted   F 4:3,9 Gn 15:6   
G 4:7-8 Ps 32:1-2   H 4:11 Lit righteousness of faith, also in v. 13   I 4:16 Or not to those who are of the law only   
J 4:17,18 Gn 17:5   K 4:18 Gn 15:5   L 4:19 Other mss read He did not consider
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Bought at a Price
ROMANS 3:21-28

Not long after we bought our first home, we discovered that the promise of a home 
warranty wasn’t nearly as great as we hoped. While we anticipated some immediate re-
pairs, like the roof and fridge, we were in no way prepared to replace the boiler. Both the 
inspector and former homeowner never indicated there was any problem. We realized 
after it was too late that the leak between the chambers of the aging unit was the source 
of the water stain on the fl oor.

We were duped, not only by what we didn’t know to look for, but also by the fi ne print.

The promise of a home warranty led us to believe that should the boiler fail within a year 
of purchase, we’d have the whole replacement covered. Ah. Not so. See, the fi ne print in 
that warranty said, “Up to $1,500.00.” Do you know how much it costs to replace a boiler 
system? I hope you’re sitting down, because ours cost over $8,000, and that was not the 
most expensive quote.

As I refl ect upon how unprepared we were to be homeowners and the fi nancial strain of 
owning a house, it often makes me think of God and the promise of salvation. I know, that 
may seem odd, but stick with me for a minute.

When it comes to God and His Word, there is no hidden fi ne print that will jump up to bite 
us in the you-know-what.

His Word, when it is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, is honest and true. We may not 
understand His ways, but we can always count on God to be faithful and true. He is nev-
er-changing and always full of loving kindness.

Unlike owning a house and not knowing what it will really cost to maintain it until you’re in 
the thick of it, God takes care of all the charges when we choose to enter into a relation-
ship with Him.

He bought us at a price, through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, and He makes a way 
for us to be right with Him. To us, this is a free gift. To God, it cost everything.

With owning a house, there’s always this sense of, “Oh no, what’s going to break next and 
what will it cost us?” But with God, there is the promise of eternity, no matter what the 
earthly strain might be. In Christ, we have full confi dence that the price has been paid for 
our eternal salvation. 

Beautiful Brokenness
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1826

Author Index, page 1845
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 we  were rec on ciled  to  God  through  the  death 
 of  his  Son,  then  how  much  more, hav ing 
 been rec on ciled,  will  we  be  saved  by  his  life. 
11  And  not  only  that,  but  we  also re joice  in  God 
 through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom 
 we  have  now re ceived  this rec on cil ia tion.

DEATH THROUGH ADAM AND LIFE  
THROUGH CHRIST
12 There fore,  just  as  sin en tered  the  world 
 through  one  man,  and  death  through  sin, 
 in  this  way  death  spread  to  all peo ple, be­
cause  all  sinned. A 13  In  fact,  sin  was  in  the 
 world be fore  the  law,  but  sin  is  not  charged 
 to  a per son’s ac count  when  there  is  no  law. 
14 Nev er the less,  death  reigned  from  Adam  to 
Mo ses,  even  over  those  who  did  not  sin  in  the 
like ness  of  Adam’s trans gres sion.  He  is  a  type 
 of  the Com ing  One.

15  But  the  gift  is  not  like  the tres pass.  For 
 if  by  the  one  man’s tres pass  the  many  died, 
 how  much  more  have  the  grace  of  God  and 
 the  gift  which  comes  through  the  grace  of 
 the  one  man  Jesus  Christ over flowed  to  the 
 many. 16  And  the  gift  is  not  like  the  one  man’s 
 sin, be cause  from  one  sin  came  the judg ment, 
resulting  in con dem na tion,  but  from  many 
tres pass es  came  the  gift, resulting  in jus ti fi ca­
tion. B 17  Since  by  the  one  man’s tres pass,  death 
 reigned  through  that  one  man,  how  much 
 more  will  those  who re ceive  the over flow  of 
 grace  and  the  gift  of righ teous ness  reign  in 
 life  through  the  one  man,  Jesus  Christ.

18  So  then,  as  through  one tres pass  there  is 
con dem na tion  for ev ery one,  so  also  through 
 one righ teous  act  there  is jus ti fi ca tion lead­
ing  to  life  for ev ery one. 19  For  just  as  through 
 one  man’s dis obe di ence  the  many  were  made 
sin ners,  so  also  through  the  one  man’s obe di­
ence  the  many  will  be  made righ teous. 20  The 
 law  came  along  to mul ti ply  the tres pass.  But 
 where  sin mul ti plied,  grace mul ti plied  even 
 more 21  so  that,  just  as  sin  reigned  in  death,  so 

 also  grace  will  reign  through righ teous ness, 
resulting  in eter nal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
 our  Lord.

THE NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

6  What  should  we  say  then?  Should  we con­
tin ue  in  sin  so  that  grace  may mul ti ply? 

2 Ab so lute ly  not!  How  can  we  who  died  to  sin 
 still  live  in  it? 3  Or  are  you un aware  that  all  of 
 us  who  were bap tized  into  Christ  Jesus  were 
bap tized  into  his  death? 4 There fore  we  were 
bur ied  with  him  by bap tism  into  death,  in or­
der  that,  just  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the 
 dead  by  the glo ry  of  the Fa ther,  so  we  too  may 
 walk  in newness C  of  life. 5  For  if  we  have  been 
unit ed  with  him  in  the like ness  of  his  death, 
 we  will cer tain ly  also  be D  in  the like ness  of  his 
res ur rec tion. 6  For  we  know  that  our  old  self E 
 was cru ci fied  with  him  so  that  the  body  ruled 
 by  sin F  might  be rendered pow er less  so  that 
 we  may  no lon ger  be en slaved  to  sin, 7  since  a 
per son  who  has  died  is  freed G  from  sin. 8  Now 
 if  we  died  with  Christ,  we be lieve  that  we  will 
 also  live  with  him, 9 be cause  we  know  that 
 Christ, hav ing  been  raised  from  the  dead,  will 
 not  die  again.  Death  no lon ger  rules  over  him. 
10  For  the  death  he  died,  he  died  to  sin  once  for 
 all  time;  but  the  life  he  lives,  he  lives  to  God. 
11  So,  you  too con sid er your selves  dead  to  sin 
 and  alive  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus. H

12 There fore  do  not  let  sin  reign  in  your 
mor tal  body,  so  that  you  obey I  its de sires. 
13  And  do  not off er  any  parts J  of  it  to  sin  as 
weap ons  for un righ teous ness.  But  as  those 
 who  are  alive  from  the  dead, off er your selves 
 to  God,  and  all  the  parts  of your selves  to  God 
 as weap ons  for righ teous ness. 14  For  sin  will 
 not  rule  over  you, be cause  you  are  not un der 
 the  law  but un der  grace.

FROM SLAVES OF SIN TO SLAVES OF GOD
15  What  then?  Should  we  sin be cause  we  are 
 not un der  the  law  but un der  grace? Ab so lute ly 

A 5:12 Or have sinned   B 5:16 Or acquittal   C 6:4 Or a new way   D 6:5 Be joined with him   E 6:6 Lit man   F 6:6 Lit that 
the body of sin   G 6:7 Or justified ; lit acquitted   H 6:11 Other mss add our Lord   I 6:12 Other mss add sin (lit it) in   
J 6:13 Or members, also in v. 19
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 be al ready  dead ( since  he  was  about  a hun­
dred  years  old)  and  also  the deadness  of Sar­
ah’s  womb. 20  He  did  not wa ver  in un be lief  at 
 God’s prom ise  but  was strength ened  in  his 
 faith  and  gave glo ry  to  God, 21 be cause  he  was 
ful ly con vinced  that  what  God  had prom ised, 
 he  was  also  able  to  do. 22 There fore,  it  was 
cred it ed  to  him  for righ teous ness. A 23  Now 
 it  was cred it ed  to  him A  was  not writ ten  for 
Abra ham  alone, 24  but  also  for  us.  It  will  be 
cred it ed  to  us  who be lieve  in  him  who  raised 
 Jesus  our  Lord  from  the  dead. 25  He  was de liv­
ered  up  for B  our tres pass es  and  raised  for  our 
jus ti fi  ca tion.

FAITH TRIUMPHS

5 There fore,  since  we  have  been de clared 
righ teous  by  faith,  we  have  peace C  with 

 God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 2  We 
 have  also ob tained ac cess  through  him  by 
 faith D  into  this  grace  in  which  we  stand,  and 
 we re joice E  in  the  hope  of  the glo ry  of  God. 
3  And  not  only  that,  but  we  also re joice  in  our 
aff lictions, be cause  we  know  that aff liction 
pro duc es en dur ance, 4 en dur ance pro duc es 
prov en char ac ter,  and prov en char ac ter pro­
duc es  hope. 5  This  hope  will  not dis ap point 
 us, be cause  God’s  love  has  been  poured  out  in 
 our  hearts  through  the  Holy Spir it  who  was 
giv en  to  us.

THOSE DECLARED RIGHTEOUS ARE 
RECONCILED
6  For  while  we  were  still help less,  at  the  right 
 time,  Christ  died  for  the un god ly. 7  For rare ly 
 will some one  die  for  a  just per son  —   though 
 for  a  good per son per haps some one  might 
 even  dare  to  die. 8  But  God  proves  his  own 
 love  for  us  in  that  while  we  were  still sin ners, 
 Christ  died  for  us. 9  How  much  more  then, 
 since  we  have  now  been de clared righ teous 
 by  his  blood,  will  we  be  saved  through  him 
 from  wrath. 10  For  if,  while  we  were en e mies, 

A 4:22,23 Gn 15:6   B 4:25 Or because of   C 5:1 Other mss read faith, let us have peace, which can also be translated 
faith, let us grasp the fact that we have peace   D 5:2 Other mss omit by faith   E 5:2 Lit boast, also in vv. 3,11
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 we  were rec on ciled  to  God  through  the  death 
 of  his  Son,  then  how  much  more, hav ing 
 been rec on ciled,  will  we  be  saved  by  his  life. 
11  And  not  only  that,  but  we  also re joice  in  God 
 through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom 
 we  have  now re ceived  this rec on cil ia tion.

DEATH THROUGH ADAM AND LIFE  
THROUGH CHRIST
12 There fore,  just  as  sin en tered  the  world 
 through  one  man,  and  death  through  sin, 
 in  this  way  death  spread  to  all peo ple, be­
cause  all  sinned. A 13  In  fact,  sin  was  in  the 
 world be fore  the  law,  but  sin  is  not  charged 
 to  a per son’s ac count  when  there  is  no  law. 
14 Nev er the less,  death  reigned  from  Adam  to 
Mo ses,  even  over  those  who  did  not  sin  in  the 
like ness  of  Adam’s trans gres sion.  He  is  a  type 
 of  the Com ing  One.

15  But  the  gift  is  not  like  the tres pass.  For 
 if  by  the  one  man’s tres pass  the  many  died, 
 how  much  more  have  the  grace  of  God  and 
 the  gift  which  comes  through  the  grace  of 
 the  one  man  Jesus  Christ over flowed  to  the 
 many. 16  And  the  gift  is  not  like  the  one  man’s 
 sin, be cause  from  one  sin  came  the judg ment, 
resulting  in con dem na tion,  but  from  many 
tres pass es  came  the  gift, resulting  in jus ti fi ca­
tion. B 17  Since  by  the  one  man’s tres pass,  death 
 reigned  through  that  one  man,  how  much 
 more  will  those  who re ceive  the over flow  of 
 grace  and  the  gift  of righ teous ness  reign  in 
 life  through  the  one  man,  Jesus  Christ.

18  So  then,  as  through  one tres pass  there  is 
con dem na tion  for ev ery one,  so  also  through 
 one righ teous  act  there  is jus ti fi ca tion lead­
ing  to  life  for ev ery one. 19  For  just  as  through 
 one  man’s dis obe di ence  the  many  were  made 
sin ners,  so  also  through  the  one  man’s obe di­
ence  the  many  will  be  made righ teous. 20  The 
 law  came  along  to mul ti ply  the tres pass.  But 
 where  sin mul ti plied,  grace mul ti plied  even 
 more 21  so  that,  just  as  sin  reigned  in  death,  so 

 also  grace  will  reign  through righ teous ness, 
resulting  in eter nal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
 our  Lord.

THE NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

6  What  should  we  say  then?  Should  we con­
tin ue  in  sin  so  that  grace  may mul ti ply? 

2 Ab so lute ly  not!  How  can  we  who  died  to  sin 
 still  live  in  it? 3  Or  are  you un aware  that  all  of 
 us  who  were bap tized  into  Christ  Jesus  were 
bap tized  into  his  death? 4 There fore  we  were 
bur ied  with  him  by bap tism  into  death,  in or­
der  that,  just  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the 
 dead  by  the glo ry  of  the Fa ther,  so  we  too  may 
 walk  in newness C  of  life. 5  For  if  we  have  been 
unit ed  with  him  in  the like ness  of  his  death, 
 we  will cer tain ly  also  be D  in  the like ness  of  his 
res ur rec tion. 6  For  we  know  that  our  old  self E 
 was cru ci fied  with  him  so  that  the  body  ruled 
 by  sin F  might  be rendered pow er less  so  that 
 we  may  no lon ger  be en slaved  to  sin, 7  since  a 
per son  who  has  died  is  freed G  from  sin. 8  Now 
 if  we  died  with  Christ,  we be lieve  that  we  will 
 also  live  with  him, 9 be cause  we  know  that 
 Christ, hav ing  been  raised  from  the  dead,  will 
 not  die  again.  Death  no lon ger  rules  over  him. 
10  For  the  death  he  died,  he  died  to  sin  once  for 
 all  time;  but  the  life  he  lives,  he  lives  to  God. 
11  So,  you  too con sid er your selves  dead  to  sin 
 and  alive  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus. H

12 There fore  do  not  let  sin  reign  in  your 
mor tal  body,  so  that  you  obey I  its de sires. 
13  And  do  not off er  any  parts J  of  it  to  sin  as 
weap ons  for un righ teous ness.  But  as  those 
 who  are  alive  from  the  dead, off er your selves 
 to  God,  and  all  the  parts  of your selves  to  God 
 as weap ons  for righ teous ness. 14  For  sin  will 
 not  rule  over  you, be cause  you  are  not un der 
 the  law  but un der  grace.

FROM SLAVES OF SIN TO SLAVES OF GOD
15  What  then?  Should  we  sin be cause  we  are 
 not un der  the  law  but un der  grace? Ab so lute ly 

A 5:12 Or have sinned   B 5:16 Or acquittal   C 6:4 Or a new way   D 6:5 Be joined with him   E 6:6 Lit man   F 6:6 Lit that 
the body of sin   G 6:7 Or justified ; lit acquitted   H 6:11 Other mss add our Lord   I 6:12 Other mss add sin (lit it) in   
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 be al ready  dead ( since  he  was  about  a hun­
dred  years  old)  and  also  the deadness  of Sar­
ah’s  womb. 20  He  did  not wa ver  in un be lief  at 
 God’s prom ise  but  was strength ened  in  his 
 faith  and  gave glo ry  to  God, 21 be cause  he  was 
ful ly con vinced  that  what  God  had prom ised, 
 he  was  also  able  to  do. 22 There fore,  it  was 
cred it ed  to  him  for righ teous ness. A 23  Now 
 it  was cred it ed  to  him A  was  not writ ten  for 
Abra ham  alone, 24  but  also  for  us.  It  will  be 
cred it ed  to  us  who be lieve  in  him  who  raised 
 Jesus  our  Lord  from  the  dead. 25  He  was de liv­
ered  up  for B  our tres pass es  and  raised  for  our 
jus ti fi  ca tion.

FAITH TRIUMPHS

5 There fore,  since  we  have  been de clared 
righ teous  by  faith,  we  have  peace C  with 

 God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 2  We 
 have  also ob tained ac cess  through  him  by 
 faith D  into  this  grace  in  which  we  stand,  and 
 we re joice E  in  the  hope  of  the glo ry  of  God. 
3  And  not  only  that,  but  we  also re joice  in  our 
aff lictions, be cause  we  know  that aff liction 
pro duc es en dur ance, 4 en dur ance pro duc es 
prov en char ac ter,  and prov en char ac ter pro­
duc es  hope. 5  This  hope  will  not dis ap point 
 us, be cause  God’s  love  has  been  poured  out  in 
 our  hearts  through  the  Holy Spir it  who  was 
giv en  to  us.

THOSE DECLARED RIGHTEOUS ARE 
RECONCILED
6  For  while  we  were  still help less,  at  the  right 
 time,  Christ  died  for  the un god ly. 7  For rare ly 
 will some one  die  for  a  just per son  —   though 
 for  a  good per son per haps some one  might 
 even  dare  to  die. 8  But  God  proves  his  own 
 love  for  us  in  that  while  we  were  still sin ners, 
 Christ  died  for  us. 9  How  much  more  then, 
 since  we  have  now  been de clared righ teous 
 by  his  blood,  will  we  be  saved  through  him 
 from  wrath. 10  For  if,  while  we  were en e mies, 

A 4:22,23 Gn 15:6   B 4:25 Or because of   C 5:1 Other mss read faith, let us have peace, which can also be translated 
faith, let us grasp the fact that we have peace   D 5:2 Other mss omit by faith   E 5:2 Lit boast, also in vv. 3,11
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de sire  to  do  what  is  good  is  with  me,  but  there 
 is  no abil i ty  to  do  it. 19  For  I  do  not  do  the  good 
 that  I  want  to  do,  but  I prac tice  the  evil  that  I 
 do  not  want  to  do. 20  Now  if  I  do  what  I  do  not 
 want,  I  am  no lon ger  the  one  that  does  it,  but 
 it  is  the  sin  that  lives  in  me. 21  So  I dis cov er  this 
 law: A  When  I  want  to  do  what  is  good, B  evil  is 
pre sent  with  me. 22  For  in  my in ner  self C  I de­
light  in  God’s  law, 23  but  I  see  a diff er ent  law 
 in  the  parts  of  my  body, D wag ing  war  against 
 the  law  of  my  mind  and tak ing  me pris on er  to 
 the  law  of  sin  in  the  parts  of  my  body. 24  What 
 a wretch ed  man  I  am!  Who  will res cue  me 
 from  this  body  of  death? 25  Thanks  be  to  God 
 through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord!  So  then,  with 
 my  mind  I my self  am serv ing  the  law  of  God, 
 but  with  my  flesh,  the  law  of  sin.

THE LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT

8 There fore,  there  is  now  no con dem na­
tion  for  those  in  Christ  Jesus, E 2 be cause 

 the  law  of  the Spir it  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
 has  set  you F  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and 
 death. 3  What  the  law  could  not  do  since  it 
 was weak ened  by  the  flesh,  God  did.  He con­
demned  sin  in  the  flesh  by send ing  his  own 
 Son  in  the like ness  of sin ful  flesh  as  a  sin 
off er ing, G 4  in or der  that  the  law’s re quire­
ment  would  be ful filled  in  us  who  do  not 
 walk ac cord ing  to  the  flesh  but ac cord ing  to 
 the Spir it. 5  For  those  who  live ac cord ing  to 
 the  flesh  have  their  minds  set  on  the  things 
 of  the  flesh,  but  those  who  live ac cord ing  to 
 the Spir it  have  their  minds  set  on  the  things 
 of  the Spir it. 6  Now  the mind­set  of  the  flesh 
 is  death,  but  the mind­set  of  the Spir it  is 
 life  and  peace. 7  The mind­set  of  the  flesh  is 
hos tile  to  God be cause  it  does  not sub mit 
 to  God’s  law. In deed,  it  is un able  to  do  so. 
8  Those  who  are  in  the  flesh can not  please 
 God. 9  You, how ev er,  are  not  in  the  flesh,  but 
 in  the Spir it,  if in deed  the Spir it  of  God  lives 
 in  you.  If any one  does  not  have  the Spir it  of 

 Christ,  he  does  not be long  to  him. 10  Now  if 
 Christ  is  in  you,  the  body  is  dead be cause  of 
 sin,  but  the Spir it H  gives  life I be cause  of righ­
teous ness. 11  And  if  the Spir it  of  him  who 
 raised  Jesus  from  the  dead  lives  in  you,  then 
 he  who  raised  Christ  from  the  dead  will  also 
 bring  your mor tal bod ies  to  life  through J  his 
Spir it  who  lives  in  you.

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRIES
12  So  then, broth ers  and sis ters,  we  are  not 
ob li gat ed  to  the  flesh  to  live ac cord ing  to  the 
 flesh, 13 be cause  if  you  live ac cord ing  to  the 
 flesh,  you  are go ing  to  die.  But  if  by  the Spir­
it  you  put  to  death  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you 
 will  live. 14  For  all  those  led  by  God’s Spir it  are 
 God’s  sons. 15  For  you  did  not re ceive  a spir it 
 of slav ery  to  fall  back  into  fear. In stead,  you 
re ceived  the Spir it  of adop tion,  by  whom  we 
 cry  out, “ Abba, K Fa ther! ” 16  The Spir it him self 
tes ti fies to geth er  with  our spir it  that  we  are 
 God’s chil dren, 17  and  if chil dren,  also  heirs  
—   heirs  of  God  and coheirs  with  Christ  —   if 
in deed  we suff er  with  him  so  that  we  may 
 also  be glo ri fied  with  him.

FROM GROANS TO GLORY
18  For  I con sid er  that  the suff er ings  of  this 
pre sent  time  are  not  worth com par ing  with 
 the glo ry  that  is go ing  to  be re vealed  to  us. 
19  For  the cre a tion ea ger ly  waits  with antici­
pation  for  God’s  sons  to  be re vealed. 20  For  the 
cre a tion  was sub ject ed  to fu til i ty  —   not will­
ing ly,  but be cause  of  him  who sub ject ed  it  —  
 in  the  hope 21  that  the cre a tion it self  will  also 
 be  set  free  from  the bond age  to de cay  into 
 the glo ri ous free dom  of  God’s chil dren. 22  For 
 we  know  that  the  whole cre a tion  has  been 
groan ing to geth er  with la bor  pains un til  now. 
23  Not  only  that,  but  we our selves  who  have 
 the Spir it  as  the first fruits  —   we  also  groan 
with in our selves, ea ger ly wait ing  for adop­
tion,  the re demp tion  of  our bod ies. 24  Now  in 
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 not! 16  Don’t  you  know  that  if  you off er your­
selves  to some one A  as obe di ent  slaves,  you 
 are  slaves  of  that  one  you  obey  —  ei ther  of 
 sin lead ing  to  death  or  of obe di ence lead­
ing  to righ teous ness? 17  But  thank  God  that, 
al though  you  used  to  be  slaves  of  sin,  you 
 obeyed  from  the  heart  that pat tern  of teach ing 
 to  which  you  were hand ed B  over, 18  and hav ing 
 been  set  free  from  sin,  you be came en slaved  to 
righ teous ness. 19  I  am us ing  a hu man analogy 
be cause  of  the weak ness  of  your  flesh. C  For 
 just  as  you off ered  the  parts  of your selves  as 
 slaves  to im pu ri ty,  and  to great er  and great er 
law less ness,  so  now off er  them  as  slaves  to 
righ teous ness,  which results  in sanctification. 
20  For  when  you  were  slaves  of  sin,  you  were 
 free  with re gard  to righ teous ness. D 21  So  what 
 fruit  was pro duced E  then  from  the  things  you 
 are  now  ashamed  of?  The out come  of  those 
 things  is  death. 22  But  now,  since  you  have  been 
 set  free  from  sin  and  have be come en slaved 
 to  God,  you  have  your  fruit,  which results  in 
sanctification  —   and  the out come  is eter nal 
 life! 23  For  the wag es  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift 
 of  God  is eter nal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.

AN ILLUSTRATION FROM MARRIAGE

7  Since  I  am speak ing  to  those  who  know 
 the  law, broth ers  and sis ters,  don’t  you 

 know  that  the  law  rules  over some one  as  long 
 as  he  lives? 2  For ex am ple,  a mar ried wom an 
 is legally  bound  to  her hus band  while  he  lives. 
 But  if  her hus band  dies,  she  is re leased  from 
 the  law re gard ing  the hus band. 3  So  then,  if 
 she  is mar ried  to an oth er  man  while  her hus­
band  is liv ing,  she  will  be  called  an adul ter ess. 
 But  if  her hus band  dies,  she  is  free  from  that 
 law.  Then,  if  she  is mar ried  to an oth er  man, 
 she  is  not  an adul ter ess.

4 There fore,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  you 
 also  were  put  to  death  in re la tion  to  the  law 
 through  the  body  of  Christ  so  that  you  may 
be long  to an oth er.  You be long  to  him  who 

 was  raised  from  the  dead  in or der  that  we 
 may  bear  fruit  for  God. 5  For  when  we  were  in 
 the  flesh,  the sin ful pas sions aroused  through 
 the  law  were work ing  in  us F  to  bear  fruit  for 
 death. 6  But  now  we  have  been re leased  from 
 the  law,  since  we  have  died  to  what  held  us,  so 
 that  we  may  serve  in  the newness  of  the Spir it 
 and  not  in  the  old let ter  of  the  law.

SIN’S USE OF THE LAW
7  What  should  we  say  then?  Is  the  law  sin? 
Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  I  would  not 
 have  known  sin  if  it  were  not  for  the  law.  For 
ex am ple,  I  would  not  have  known  what  it  is 
 to cov et  if  the  law  had  not  said,  Do  not cov­
et. G 8  And  sin, seiz ing  an op por tu ni ty  through 
 the com mand ment, pro duced  in  me cov­
et ing  of ev ery  kind.  For  apart  from  the  law 
 sin  is  dead. 9  Once  I  was  alive  apart  from  the 
 law,  but  when  the com mand ment  came,  sin 
 sprang  to  life  again 10  and  I  died.  The com­
mand ment  that  was  meant  for  life resulted  in 
 death  for  me. 11  For  sin, seiz ing  an op por tu ni­
ty  through  the com mand ment, de ceived  me, 
 and  through  it  killed  me. 12  So  then,  the  law 
 is  holy,  and  the com mand ment  is  holy  and 
 just  and  good. 13 There fore,  did  what  is  good 
be come  death  to  me? Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the 
con trary,  sin,  in or der  to  be rec og nized  as  sin, 
 was pro duc ing  death  in  me  through  what  is 
 good,  so  that  through  the com mand ment,  sin 
 might be come sin ful be yond mea sure.

THE PROBLEM OF SIN IN US
14  For  we  know  that  the  law  is spir i tu al,  but  I 
 am  of  the  flesh, H  sold  as  a  slave  to  sin. I 15  For  I 
 do  not un der stand  what  I  am do ing, be cause 
 I  do  not prac tice  what  I  want  to  do,  but  I  do 
 what  I  hate. 16  Now  if  I  do  what  I  do  not  want 
 to  do,  I  agree  with  the  law  that  it  is  good. 17  So 
 now  I  am  no lon ger  the  one do ing  it,  but  it  is 
 sin liv ing  in  me. 18  For  I  know  that noth ing 
 good  lives  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  flesh.  For  the 
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de sire  to  do  what  is  good  is  with  me,  but  there 
 is  no abil i ty  to  do  it. 19  For  I  do  not  do  the  good 
 that  I  want  to  do,  but  I prac tice  the  evil  that  I 
 do  not  want  to  do. 20  Now  if  I  do  what  I  do  not 
 want,  I  am  no lon ger  the  one  that  does  it,  but 
 it  is  the  sin  that  lives  in  me. 21  So  I dis cov er  this 
 law: A  When  I  want  to  do  what  is  good, B  evil  is 
pre sent  with  me. 22  For  in  my in ner  self C  I de­
light  in  God’s  law, 23  but  I  see  a diff er ent  law 
 in  the  parts  of  my  body, D wag ing  war  against 
 the  law  of  my  mind  and tak ing  me pris on er  to 
 the  law  of  sin  in  the  parts  of  my  body. 24  What 
 a wretch ed  man  I  am!  Who  will res cue  me 
 from  this  body  of  death? 25  Thanks  be  to  God 
 through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord!  So  then,  with 
 my  mind  I my self  am serv ing  the  law  of  God, 
 but  with  my  flesh,  the  law  of  sin.

THE LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT

8 There fore,  there  is  now  no con dem na­
tion  for  those  in  Christ  Jesus, E 2 be cause 

 the  law  of  the Spir it  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
 has  set  you F  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and 
 death. 3  What  the  law  could  not  do  since  it 
 was weak ened  by  the  flesh,  God  did.  He con­
demned  sin  in  the  flesh  by send ing  his  own 
 Son  in  the like ness  of sin ful  flesh  as  a  sin 
off er ing, G 4  in or der  that  the  law’s re quire­
ment  would  be ful filled  in  us  who  do  not 
 walk ac cord ing  to  the  flesh  but ac cord ing  to 
 the Spir it. 5  For  those  who  live ac cord ing  to 
 the  flesh  have  their  minds  set  on  the  things 
 of  the  flesh,  but  those  who  live ac cord ing  to 
 the Spir it  have  their  minds  set  on  the  things 
 of  the Spir it. 6  Now  the mind­set  of  the  flesh 
 is  death,  but  the mind­set  of  the Spir it  is 
 life  and  peace. 7  The mind­set  of  the  flesh  is 
hos tile  to  God be cause  it  does  not sub mit 
 to  God’s  law. In deed,  it  is un able  to  do  so. 
8  Those  who  are  in  the  flesh can not  please 
 God. 9  You, how ev er,  are  not  in  the  flesh,  but 
 in  the Spir it,  if in deed  the Spir it  of  God  lives 
 in  you.  If any one  does  not  have  the Spir it  of 

 Christ,  he  does  not be long  to  him. 10  Now  if 
 Christ  is  in  you,  the  body  is  dead be cause  of 
 sin,  but  the Spir it H  gives  life I be cause  of righ­
teous ness. 11  And  if  the Spir it  of  him  who 
 raised  Jesus  from  the  dead  lives  in  you,  then 
 he  who  raised  Christ  from  the  dead  will  also 
 bring  your mor tal bod ies  to  life  through J  his 
Spir it  who  lives  in  you.

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRIES
12  So  then, broth ers  and sis ters,  we  are  not 
ob li gat ed  to  the  flesh  to  live ac cord ing  to  the 
 flesh, 13 be cause  if  you  live ac cord ing  to  the 
 flesh,  you  are go ing  to  die.  But  if  by  the Spir­
it  you  put  to  death  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you 
 will  live. 14  For  all  those  led  by  God’s Spir it  are 
 God’s  sons. 15  For  you  did  not re ceive  a spir it 
 of slav ery  to  fall  back  into  fear. In stead,  you 
re ceived  the Spir it  of adop tion,  by  whom  we 
 cry  out, “ Abba, K Fa ther! ” 16  The Spir it him self 
tes ti fies to geth er  with  our spir it  that  we  are 
 God’s chil dren, 17  and  if chil dren,  also  heirs  
—   heirs  of  God  and coheirs  with  Christ  —   if 
in deed  we suff er  with  him  so  that  we  may 
 also  be glo ri fied  with  him.

FROM GROANS TO GLORY
18  For  I con sid er  that  the suff er ings  of  this 
pre sent  time  are  not  worth com par ing  with 
 the glo ry  that  is go ing  to  be re vealed  to  us. 
19  For  the cre a tion ea ger ly  waits  with antici­
pation  for  God’s  sons  to  be re vealed. 20  For  the 
cre a tion  was sub ject ed  to fu til i ty  —   not will­
ing ly,  but be cause  of  him  who sub ject ed  it  —  
 in  the  hope 21  that  the cre a tion it self  will  also 
 be  set  free  from  the bond age  to de cay  into 
 the glo ri ous free dom  of  God’s chil dren. 22  For 
 we  know  that  the  whole cre a tion  has  been 
groan ing to geth er  with la bor  pains un til  now. 
23  Not  only  that,  but  we our selves  who  have 
 the Spir it  as  the first fruits  —   we  also  groan 
with in our selves, ea ger ly wait ing  for adop­
tion,  the re demp tion  of  our bod ies. 24  Now  in 
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 not! 16  Don’t  you  know  that  if  you off er your­
selves  to some one A  as obe di ent  slaves,  you 
 are  slaves  of  that  one  you  obey  —  ei ther  of 
 sin lead ing  to  death  or  of obe di ence lead­
ing  to righ teous ness? 17  But  thank  God  that, 
al though  you  used  to  be  slaves  of  sin,  you 
 obeyed  from  the  heart  that pat tern  of teach ing 
 to  which  you  were hand ed B  over, 18  and hav ing 
 been  set  free  from  sin,  you be came en slaved  to 
righ teous ness. 19  I  am us ing  a hu man analogy 
be cause  of  the weak ness  of  your  flesh. C  For 
 just  as  you off ered  the  parts  of your selves  as 
 slaves  to im pu ri ty,  and  to great er  and great er 
law less ness,  so  now off er  them  as  slaves  to 
righ teous ness,  which results  in sanctification. 
20  For  when  you  were  slaves  of  sin,  you  were 
 free  with re gard  to righ teous ness. D 21  So  what 
 fruit  was pro duced E  then  from  the  things  you 
 are  now  ashamed  of?  The out come  of  those 
 things  is  death. 22  But  now,  since  you  have  been 
 set  free  from  sin  and  have be come en slaved 
 to  God,  you  have  your  fruit,  which results  in 
sanctification  —   and  the out come  is eter nal 
 life! 23  For  the wag es  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift 
 of  God  is eter nal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.

AN ILLUSTRATION FROM MARRIAGE

7  Since  I  am speak ing  to  those  who  know 
 the  law, broth ers  and sis ters,  don’t  you 

 know  that  the  law  rules  over some one  as  long 
 as  he  lives? 2  For ex am ple,  a mar ried wom an 
 is legally  bound  to  her hus band  while  he  lives. 
 But  if  her hus band  dies,  she  is re leased  from 
 the  law re gard ing  the hus band. 3  So  then,  if 
 she  is mar ried  to an oth er  man  while  her hus­
band  is liv ing,  she  will  be  called  an adul ter ess. 
 But  if  her hus band  dies,  she  is  free  from  that 
 law.  Then,  if  she  is mar ried  to an oth er  man, 
 she  is  not  an adul ter ess.

4 There fore,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  you 
 also  were  put  to  death  in re la tion  to  the  law 
 through  the  body  of  Christ  so  that  you  may 
be long  to an oth er.  You be long  to  him  who 

 was  raised  from  the  dead  in or der  that  we 
 may  bear  fruit  for  God. 5  For  when  we  were  in 
 the  flesh,  the sin ful pas sions aroused  through 
 the  law  were work ing  in  us F  to  bear  fruit  for 
 death. 6  But  now  we  have  been re leased  from 
 the  law,  since  we  have  died  to  what  held  us,  so 
 that  we  may  serve  in  the newness  of  the Spir it 
 and  not  in  the  old let ter  of  the  law.

SIN’S USE OF THE LAW
7  What  should  we  say  then?  Is  the  law  sin? 
Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  I  would  not 
 have  known  sin  if  it  were  not  for  the  law.  For 
ex am ple,  I  would  not  have  known  what  it  is 
 to cov et  if  the  law  had  not  said,  Do  not cov­
et. G 8  And  sin, seiz ing  an op por tu ni ty  through 
 the com mand ment, pro duced  in  me cov­
et ing  of ev ery  kind.  For  apart  from  the  law 
 sin  is  dead. 9  Once  I  was  alive  apart  from  the 
 law,  but  when  the com mand ment  came,  sin 
 sprang  to  life  again 10  and  I  died.  The com­
mand ment  that  was  meant  for  life resulted  in 
 death  for  me. 11  For  sin, seiz ing  an op por tu ni­
ty  through  the com mand ment, de ceived  me, 
 and  through  it  killed  me. 12  So  then,  the  law 
 is  holy,  and  the com mand ment  is  holy  and 
 just  and  good. 13 There fore,  did  what  is  good 
be come  death  to  me? Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the 
con trary,  sin,  in or der  to  be rec og nized  as  sin, 
 was pro duc ing  death  in  me  through  what  is 
 good,  so  that  through  the com mand ment,  sin 
 might be come sin ful be yond mea sure.

THE PROBLEM OF SIN IN US
14  For  we  know  that  the  law  is spir i tu al,  but  I 
 am  of  the  flesh, H  sold  as  a  slave  to  sin. I 15  For  I 
 do  not un der stand  what  I  am do ing, be cause 
 I  do  not prac tice  what  I  want  to  do,  but  I  do 
 what  I  hate. 16  Now  if  I  do  what  I  do  not  want 
 to  do,  I  agree  with  the  law  that  it  is  good. 17  So 
 now  I  am  no lon ger  the  one do ing  it,  but  it  is 
 sin liv ing  in  me. 18  For  I  know  that noth ing 
 good  lives  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  flesh.  For  the 
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 this  hope  we  were  saved,  but  hope  that  is  seen 
 is  not  hope, be cause  who  hopes  for  what  he 
 sees? 25  Now  if  we  hope  for  what  we  do  not 
 see,  we ea ger ly  wait  for  it  with pa tience.

26  In  the  same  way  the Spir it  also  helps  us 
 in  our weak ness, be cause  we  do  not  know 
 what  to  pray  for  as  we  should,  but  the Spir­
it him self in ter cedes  for  us A  with unspoken 
groan ings. 27  And  he  who search es  our  hearts 
 knows  the  mind  of  the Spir it, be cause  he in­
ter cedes  for  the  saints ac cord ing  to  the  will 
 of  God.

28  We  know  that  all  things  work to geth er B 
 for  the  good C  of  those  who  love  God,  who  are 
 called ac cord ing  to  his pur pose. 29  For  those 
 he fore knew  he  also pre des tined  to  be con­
formed  to  the im age  of  his  Son,  so  that  he 
 would  be  the fi rst born  among  many broth ers 
 and sis ters. 30  And  those  he pre des tined,  he 
 also  called;  and  those  he  called,  he  also jus ti­
fi ed;  and  those  he jus ti fi ed,  he  also glo ri fi ed.

THE BELIEVER’S TRIUMPH
31  What  then  are  we  to  say  about  these  things? 
 If  God  is  for  us,  who  is  against  us? 32  He  did  not 
 even  spare  his  own  Son  but off  ered  him  up  for 
 us  all.  How  will  he  not  also  with  him  grant  us 
ev ery thing? 33  Who  can  bring  an ac cu sa tion 
 against  God’s  elect?  God  is  the  one  who jus ti­
fi es. 34  Who  is  the  one  who con demns?  Christ 
 Jesus  is  the  one  who  died,  but  even  more,  has 
 been  raised;  he  also  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
 and in ter cedes  for  us. 35  Who  can sep a rate  us 
 from  the  love  of  Christ?  Can aff liction  or dis­
tress  or per se cu tion  or fam ine  or na ked ness 
 or dan ger  or  sword? 36  As  it  is writ ten:
  Because of you
  we are being put to death 

all day long;
  we are counted as sheep 

to be slaughtered. D

37  No,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than 
con quer ors  through  him  who  loved  us. 38  For 

 I  am per suad ed  that nei ther  death  nor  life, 
 nor an gels  nor rul ers,  nor  things pre sent  nor 
 things  to  come,  nor pow ers, 39  nor  height  nor 
 depth,  nor  any oth er cre at ed  thing  will  be 
 able  to sep a rate  us  from  the  love  of  God  that 
 is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.

ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF CHRIST

9  I  speak  the  truth  in  Christ  —   I  am  not 
ly ing;  my con science tes ti fi es  to  me 

 through  the  Holy Spir it E  —   2  that  I  have  great 
sor row  and un ceas ing an guish  in  my  heart. 
3  For  I  could  wish  that  I my self  were  cursed 
 and  cut  off  F  from  Christ  for  the ben e fi t  of  my 
broth ers  and sis ters,  my  own  fl esh  and  blood. 
4  They  are Is ra el ites,  and  to  them be long  the 
adop tion,  the glo ry,  the cov enants,  the giv ing 
 of  the  law,  the tem ple ser vice,  and  the prom is­
es. 5  The an ces tors  are  theirs,  and  from  them, 
 by phys i cal de scent, G  came  the  Christ,  who  is 
 God  over  all,  praised for ev er. H  Amen.

GOD’S GRACIOUS ELECTION OF ISRAEL
6  Now  it  is  not  as  though  the  word  of  God 
 has  failed, be cause  not  all  who  are de scend­
ed  from Is ra el  are Is ra el. 7 Nei ther  are  all  of 
Abra ham’s chil dren  his de scen dants. I  On  the 
con trary,  your off spring  will  be  traced J 
 through  Isaac. K 8  That  is,  it  is  not  the chil­
dren  by phys i cal de scent L  who  are  God’s 
chil dren,  but  the chil dren  of  the prom ise  are 
con sid ered  to  be  the off  spring. 9  For  this  is 
 the state ment  of  the prom ise:  At  this  time 
 I  will  come,  and Sar ah  will  have  a  son. M 
10  And  not  only  that,  but Re bek ah con ceived 
chil dren  through  one  man,  our fa ther  Isaac. 
11  For  though  her  sons  had  not  been  born  yet 
 or  done any thing  good  or  bad,  so  that  God’s 
pur pose ac cord ing  to elec tion  might  stand — 
12  not  from  works  but  from  the  one  who  calls  
—   she  was  told,  The old er  will  serve  the 
youn ger. N 13  As  it  is writ ten:  I  have  loved Ja­
cob,  but  I  have hat ed  Esau. O
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Spirit-Minded
ROMANS 8:5-8

I went through a season in life where I felt spiritually and emotionally stuck. God be-
gan dealing with my heart about some areas in my life that were holding me back. At the 
time, God had placed a mothering mentor in my life and we became very close. As the 
trust grew between us, she became a vital part of my healing journey. She would send 
me Scriptures, and we would talk through things and then end our time with prayer. Many 
times my mentor would give me a book.

The fi rst book she gave me was Boundaries. It didn’t take her long at all to pick up on the 
fact that I was a fi rstborn people-pleaser, without a backbone. After lunch one day, she 
handed me a book, hugged me, and left quickly. My mouth dropped open when I read 
the title Who Switched Off My Brain. I drove home with the book in the passenger seat 
and a dazed look on my face. Truth be told, I was stuck emotionally and dealing with the 
same things over and over again because I had become a toxic thinker. I didn’t just have 
thoughts, I had thoughts that bossed me around and held me captive.

In Romans 8:5-6 it says, “For those who live according to the fl esh have their minds set on 
things of the fl esh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the 
things of the Spirit. Now the mind-set of the fl esh is death, but the mind-set of the Spirit 
is life and peace.”

My mind-set was my biggest setback. How could I walk in the freedom of God when my 
thoughts imprisoned me? It was time for me to fi gure out how to switch on my brain. The 
only way we can do this is by reading the Word and taking thoughts captive, instead of 
the other way around.

The biggest indicator of where we are spiritually is the words that come out of our mouths 
and the thoughts that fi ll our head. In this passage, Paul shows us that holiness is not only 
in words and deeds, but also in the thoughts that fi ll our heads. Life and peace are the 
outfl ow of our souls when we are spiritually minded. When lies or toxic thoughts surface 
in our hearts, we can trust God to help us fi nd the truth in His Word and trust Him over 
the feelings in our hearts. 

Have you felt like your thought-life is taking you down toxic trails? Are you dwelling on 
the negative things in your life instead of focusing on the blessings and promises of God?

If you are weary from the perpetual war zone in your head, you can make progress in this 
area by being honest with God and yourself. Life and peace will be the ultimate reward.

Imperfect Hospitality
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Author Index, page 1846
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 this  hope  we  were  saved,  but  hope  that  is  seen 
 is  not  hope, be cause  who  hopes  for  what  he 
 sees? 25  Now  if  we  hope  for  what  we  do  not 
 see,  we ea ger ly  wait  for  it  with pa tience.

26  In  the  same  way  the Spir it  also  helps  us 
 in  our weak ness, be cause  we  do  not  know 
 what  to  pray  for  as  we  should,  but  the Spir­
it him self in ter cedes  for  us A  with unspoken 
groan ings. 27  And  he  who search es  our  hearts 
 knows  the  mind  of  the Spir it, be cause  he in­
ter cedes  for  the  saints ac cord ing  to  the  will 
 of  God.

28  We  know  that  all  things  work to geth er B 
 for  the  good C  of  those  who  love  God,  who  are 
 called ac cord ing  to  his pur pose. 29  For  those 
 he fore knew  he  also pre des tined  to  be con­
formed  to  the im age  of  his  Son,  so  that  he 
 would  be  the fi rst born  among  many broth ers 
 and sis ters. 30  And  those  he pre des tined,  he 
 also  called;  and  those  he  called,  he  also jus ti­
fi ed;  and  those  he jus ti fi ed,  he  also glo ri fi ed.

THE BELIEVER’S TRIUMPH
31  What  then  are  we  to  say  about  these  things? 
 If  God  is  for  us,  who  is  against  us? 32  He  did  not 
 even  spare  his  own  Son  but off  ered  him  up  for 
 us  all.  How  will  he  not  also  with  him  grant  us 
ev ery thing? 33  Who  can  bring  an ac cu sa tion 
 against  God’s  elect?  God  is  the  one  who jus ti­
fi es. 34  Who  is  the  one  who con demns?  Christ 
 Jesus  is  the  one  who  died,  but  even  more,  has 
 been  raised;  he  also  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
 and in ter cedes  for  us. 35  Who  can sep a rate  us 
 from  the  love  of  Christ?  Can aff liction  or dis­
tress  or per se cu tion  or fam ine  or na ked ness 
 or dan ger  or  sword? 36  As  it  is writ ten:
  Because of you
  we are being put to death 

all day long;
  we are counted as sheep 

to be slaughtered. D

37  No,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than 
con quer ors  through  him  who  loved  us. 38  For 

 I  am per suad ed  that nei ther  death  nor  life, 
 nor an gels  nor rul ers,  nor  things pre sent  nor 
 things  to  come,  nor pow ers, 39  nor  height  nor 
 depth,  nor  any oth er cre at ed  thing  will  be 
 able  to sep a rate  us  from  the  love  of  God  that 
 is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.

ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF CHRIST

9  I  speak  the  truth  in  Christ  —   I  am  not 
ly ing;  my con science tes ti fi es  to  me 

 through  the  Holy Spir it E  —   2  that  I  have  great 
sor row  and un ceas ing an guish  in  my  heart. 
3  For  I  could  wish  that  I my self  were  cursed 
 and  cut  off  F  from  Christ  for  the ben e fi t  of  my 
broth ers  and sis ters,  my  own  fl esh  and  blood. 
4  They  are Is ra el ites,  and  to  them be long  the 
adop tion,  the glo ry,  the cov enants,  the giv ing 
 of  the  law,  the tem ple ser vice,  and  the prom is­
es. 5  The an ces tors  are  theirs,  and  from  them, 
 by phys i cal de scent, G  came  the  Christ,  who  is 
 God  over  all,  praised for ev er. H  Amen.

GOD’S GRACIOUS ELECTION OF ISRAEL
6  Now  it  is  not  as  though  the  word  of  God 
 has  failed, be cause  not  all  who  are de scend­
ed  from Is ra el  are Is ra el. 7 Nei ther  are  all  of 
Abra ham’s chil dren  his de scen dants. I  On  the 
con trary,  your off spring  will  be  traced J 
 through  Isaac. K 8  That  is,  it  is  not  the chil­
dren  by phys i cal de scent L  who  are  God’s 
chil dren,  but  the chil dren  of  the prom ise  are 
con sid ered  to  be  the off  spring. 9  For  this  is 
 the state ment  of  the prom ise:  At  this  time 
 I  will  come,  and Sar ah  will  have  a  son. M 
10  And  not  only  that,  but Re bek ah con ceived 
chil dren  through  one  man,  our fa ther  Isaac. 
11  For  though  her  sons  had  not  been  born  yet 
 or  done any thing  good  or  bad,  so  that  God’s 
pur pose ac cord ing  to elec tion  might  stand — 
12  not  from  works  but  from  the  one  who  calls  
—   she  was  told,  The old er  will  serve  the 
youn ger. N 13  As  it  is writ ten:  I  have  loved Ja­
cob,  but  I  have hat ed  Esau. O
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Spirit-Minded
ROMANS 8:5-8

I went through a season in life where I felt spiritually and emotionally stuck. God be-
gan dealing with my heart about some areas in my life that were holding me back. At the 
time, God had placed a mothering mentor in my life and we became very close. As the 
trust grew between us, she became a vital part of my healing journey. She would send 
me Scriptures, and we would talk through things and then end our time with prayer. Many 
times my mentor would give me a book.

The fi rst book she gave me was Boundaries. It didn’t take her long at all to pick up on the 
fact that I was a fi rstborn people-pleaser, without a backbone. After lunch one day, she 
handed me a book, hugged me, and left quickly. My mouth dropped open when I read 
the title Who Switched Off My Brain. I drove home with the book in the passenger seat 
and a dazed look on my face. Truth be told, I was stuck emotionally and dealing with the 
same things over and over again because I had become a toxic thinker. I didn’t just have 
thoughts, I had thoughts that bossed me around and held me captive.

In Romans 8:5-6 it says, “For those who live according to the fl esh have their minds set on 
things of the fl esh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the 
things of the Spirit. Now the mind-set of the fl esh is death, but the mind-set of the Spirit 
is life and peace.”

My mind-set was my biggest setback. How could I walk in the freedom of God when my 
thoughts imprisoned me? It was time for me to fi gure out how to switch on my brain. The 
only way we can do this is by reading the Word and taking thoughts captive, instead of 
the other way around.

The biggest indicator of where we are spiritually is the words that come out of our mouths 
and the thoughts that fi ll our head. In this passage, Paul shows us that holiness is not only 
in words and deeds, but also in the thoughts that fi ll our heads. Life and peace are the 
outfl ow of our souls when we are spiritually minded. When lies or toxic thoughts surface 
in our hearts, we can trust God to help us fi nd the truth in His Word and trust Him over 
the feelings in our hearts. 

Have you felt like your thought-life is taking you down toxic trails? Are you dwelling on 
the negative things in your life instead of focusing on the blessings and promises of God?

If you are weary from the perpetual war zone in your head, you can make progress in this 
area by being honest with God and yourself. Life and peace will be the ultimate reward.

Imperfect Hospitality
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832
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GOD’S SELECTION IS JUST
14  What  should  we  say  then?  Is  there in jus­
tice  with  God? Ab so lute ly  not! 15  For  he  tells 
Mo ses,  I  will  show mer cy  to  whom  I  will 
 show mer cy,  and  I  will  have com pas sion  on 
 whom  I  will  have com pas sion. A 16  So  then,  it 
 does  not de pend  on hu man  will  or eff  ort  but 
 on  God  who  shows mer cy. 17  For  the Scrip ture 
 tells Pha raoh,  I  raised  you  up  for  this rea­
son  so  that  I  may dis play  my pow er  in  you 
 and  that  my  name  may  be pro claimed  in 
 the  whole  earth. B 18  So  then,  he  has mer cy  on 
 whom  he  wants  to  have mer cy  and  he hard­
ens  whom  he  wants  to hard en.

19  You  will  say  to  me, there fore, “ Why  then 
 does  he  still  fi nd  fault?  For  who  can re sist  his 
 will? ” 20  But  who  are  you,  a  mere  man,  to  talk 
 back  to  God?  Will  what  is  formed  say  to  the 
 one  who  formed  it, “ Why  did  you  make  me 
 like  this? ” 21  Or  has  the pot ter  no  right  over 
 the  clay,  to  make  from  the  same  lump  one 
 piece  of pot tery  for hon or  and an oth er  for 
dis hon or? 22  And  what  if  God, want ing  to dis­
play  his  wrath  and  to  make  his pow er  known, 
en dured  with  much pa tience ob jects  of  wrath 
pre pared  for de struc tion? 23  And  what  if  he 
 did  this  to  make  known  the rich es  of  his glo ry 
 on ob jects  of mer cy  that  he pre pared be fore­
hand  for glo ry  —   24  on  us,  the  ones  he  also 
 called,  not  only  from  the  Jews  but  also  from 
 the Gen tiles? 25  As  it C  also  says  in Ho sea,
  I will call Not My People, 

My People,
  and she who is Unloved, Beloved. D

 26 And it will be in the place where 
they were told,

  you are not my people,
  there they will be called sons 

of the living God. E

27  But Isa iah  cries  out con cern ing Is ra el,
  Though the number of Israelites
  is like the sand of the sea,
  only the remnant will be saved;

 28 since the Lord will execute 
his sentence

  completely and decisively 
on the earth. F,G

29  And  just  as Isa iah pre dict ed:
  If the Lord of Hosts H had not left 

us offspring,
  we would have become 

like Sodom,
  and we would have been made 

like Gomorrah. I

ISRAEL’S PRESENT STATE
30  What  should  we  say  then? Gen tiles,  who 
 did  not pur sue righ teous ness,  have ob tained 
righ teous ness  —  name ly  the righ teous ness 
 that  comes  from  faith. 31  But Is ra el, pur su ing 
 the  law  of righ teous ness,  has  not  achieved 
 the righ teous ness  of  the  law. J 32  Why  is  that? 
Be cause  they  did  not pur sue  it  by  faith,  but  as 
 if  it  were  by  works. K  They stum bled  over  the 
stum bling  stone. 33  As  it  is writ ten,
  Look, I am putting a stone in Zion 

to stumble over
  and a rock to trip over,
  and the one who believes on him
  will not be put to shame. L

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH ALONE

10 Broth ers  and sis ters,  my  heart’s de sire 
 and  prayer  to  God con cern ing  them M 

 is  for  their sal va tion. 2  I  can tes ti fy  about  them 
 that  they  have  zeal  for  God,  but  not ac cord ing 
 to knowl edge. 3  Since  they  are ig no rant  of  the 
righ teous ness  of  God  and attempted  to es tab­
lish  their  own righ teous ness,  they  have  not 
sub mit ted  to  God’s righ teous ness. 4  For  Christ 
 is  the  end N  of  the  law  for righ teous ness  to ev­
ery one  who be lieves, 5  since Mo ses  writes 
 about  the righ teous ness  that  is  from  the  law: 
 The  one  who  does  these  things  will  live  by 
 them. O 6  But  the righ teous ness  that  comes 
 from  faith  speaks  like  this:  Do  not  say  in  your 

A 9:15 Ex 33:19   B 9:17 Ex 9:16   C 9:25 Or he   D 9:25 Hs 2:23   E 9:26 Hs 1:10   F 9:28 Or land   G 9:27-28 Is 10:22-23; 
28:22; Hs 1:10   H 9:29 Gk Sabaoth ; or the Lord of Armies   I 9:29 Is 1:9   J 9:31 Other mss read the law for righteousness   
K 9:32 Other mss add of the law   L 9:33 Is 8:14; 28:16   M 10:1 Other mss read God for Israel   N 10:4 Or goal   
O 10:5 Lv 18:5
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In All These Things
ROMANS 8:37-39

Have you ever had one of those days? No, I don’t mean the bad kind. I mean the kind 
of day where you wake up on the right side of the bed and everything goes right? Some-
how, miraculously, you’re living a charmed life on easy street? All the lights are green on 
the way to work. You get a raise or a promotion or a pat on the back. Your daughter gets 
called to the principal’s offi ce—for a special award. The new puppy pees outside. The new 
baby sleeps through the night. You have the perfect hair day.

It does happen. Some days really are awesome. You get to spend time with the people 
you truly enjoy—or perhaps you get to spend time alone, soaking up the peace and qui-
et. You accomplish something that’s important to you, or maybe you do something for 
fun—for once.

On those rare occasions, super amazing good days leave me so thankful, so overjoyed, 
and a little bit nervous. Because I know that, even though every good gift is from God 
and He has good plans for my life, trouble is most likely around the corner. As the pastor 
at our old church used to say, “If you haven’t faced this particular problem, buckle up.”

I’m not sure this looming fear of what’s around the bend is a good approach to life in gen-
eral. But this not-counting-chickens-before-they-hatch thing has made me wonder about 
how I view the more challenging times. When life gets hard, when easy street is a distant 
memory, when nothing goes right at all, do I treat those seasons as temporary the way I 
do my good days?

When the lights are red and I get a speeding ticket, when the puppy chews on my new 
shoes, when the baby has a terrible rash, when my daughter brings home a note for talking 
back in class, do I think to myself, Buckle up, because this is when things get really good?

Most often, I don’t. I get bogged down in the everyday and the diffi cult, and I forget. I 
forget about God’s plans for good in my life. I focus on words like, “Ugh! Not again!” or 
“That’s not fair!” or “Why me?” and I fail to pull up truth and encouragement like, “And if 
our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?”

But that’s it. God is for us. And nothing—no bad day, no rough week, no hard season—
can stop that. Nothing! No Debbie Downer reaction, no loss of hope, no belief that bless-
ings are fl eeting while problems are forever will make God’s love any less real or any less 
true. He is for us. He loves us. Not even my attitude or outlook can change that. I pray that 
today you rest in this truth. Nothing can separate you from God’s love.

Daily Grace
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828
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GOD’S SELECTION IS JUST
14  What  should  we  say  then?  Is  there in jus­
tice  with  God? Ab so lute ly  not! 15  For  he  tells 
Mo ses,  I  will  show mer cy  to  whom  I  will 
 show mer cy,  and  I  will  have com pas sion  on 
 whom  I  will  have com pas sion. A 16  So  then,  it 
 does  not de pend  on hu man  will  or eff  ort  but 
 on  God  who  shows mer cy. 17  For  the Scrip ture 
 tells Pha raoh,  I  raised  you  up  for  this rea­
son  so  that  I  may dis play  my pow er  in  you 
 and  that  my  name  may  be pro claimed  in 
 the  whole  earth. B 18  So  then,  he  has mer cy  on 
 whom  he  wants  to  have mer cy  and  he hard­
ens  whom  he  wants  to hard en.

19  You  will  say  to  me, there fore, “ Why  then 
 does  he  still  fi nd  fault?  For  who  can re sist  his 
 will? ” 20  But  who  are  you,  a  mere  man,  to  talk 
 back  to  God?  Will  what  is  formed  say  to  the 
 one  who  formed  it, “ Why  did  you  make  me 
 like  this? ” 21  Or  has  the pot ter  no  right  over 
 the  clay,  to  make  from  the  same  lump  one 
 piece  of pot tery  for hon or  and an oth er  for 
dis hon or? 22  And  what  if  God, want ing  to dis­
play  his  wrath  and  to  make  his pow er  known, 
en dured  with  much pa tience ob jects  of  wrath 
pre pared  for de struc tion? 23  And  what  if  he 
 did  this  to  make  known  the rich es  of  his glo ry 
 on ob jects  of mer cy  that  he pre pared be fore­
hand  for glo ry  —   24  on  us,  the  ones  he  also 
 called,  not  only  from  the  Jews  but  also  from 
 the Gen tiles? 25  As  it C  also  says  in Ho sea,
  I will call Not My People, 

My People,
  and she who is Unloved, Beloved. D

 26 And it will be in the place where 
they were told,

  you are not my people,
  there they will be called sons 

of the living God. E

27  But Isa iah  cries  out con cern ing Is ra el,
  Though the number of Israelites
  is like the sand of the sea,
  only the remnant will be saved;

 28 since the Lord will execute 
his sentence

  completely and decisively 
on the earth. F,G

29  And  just  as Isa iah pre dict ed:
  If the Lord of Hosts H had not left 

us offspring,
  we would have become 

like Sodom,
  and we would have been made 

like Gomorrah. I

ISRAEL’S PRESENT STATE
30  What  should  we  say  then? Gen tiles,  who 
 did  not pur sue righ teous ness,  have ob tained 
righ teous ness  —  name ly  the righ teous ness 
 that  comes  from  faith. 31  But Is ra el, pur su ing 
 the  law  of righ teous ness,  has  not  achieved 
 the righ teous ness  of  the  law. J 32  Why  is  that? 
Be cause  they  did  not pur sue  it  by  faith,  but  as 
 if  it  were  by  works. K  They stum bled  over  the 
stum bling  stone. 33  As  it  is writ ten,
  Look, I am putting a stone in Zion 

to stumble over
  and a rock to trip over,
  and the one who believes on him
  will not be put to shame. L

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH ALONE

10 Broth ers  and sis ters,  my  heart’s de sire 
 and  prayer  to  God con cern ing  them M 

 is  for  their sal va tion. 2  I  can tes ti fy  about  them 
 that  they  have  zeal  for  God,  but  not ac cord ing 
 to knowl edge. 3  Since  they  are ig no rant  of  the 
righ teous ness  of  God  and attempted  to es tab­
lish  their  own righ teous ness,  they  have  not 
sub mit ted  to  God’s righ teous ness. 4  For  Christ 
 is  the  end N  of  the  law  for righ teous ness  to ev­
ery one  who be lieves, 5  since Mo ses  writes 
 about  the righ teous ness  that  is  from  the  law: 
 The  one  who  does  these  things  will  live  by 
 them. O 6  But  the righ teous ness  that  comes 
 from  faith  speaks  like  this:  Do  not  say  in  your 
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In All These Things
ROMANS 8:37-39

Have you ever had one of those days? No, I don’t mean the bad kind. I mean the kind 
of day where you wake up on the right side of the bed and everything goes right? Some-
how, miraculously, you’re living a charmed life on easy street? All the lights are green on 
the way to work. You get a raise or a promotion or a pat on the back. Your daughter gets 
called to the principal’s offi ce—for a special award. The new puppy pees outside. The new 
baby sleeps through the night. You have the perfect hair day.

It does happen. Some days really are awesome. You get to spend time with the people 
you truly enjoy—or perhaps you get to spend time alone, soaking up the peace and qui-
et. You accomplish something that’s important to you, or maybe you do something for 
fun—for once.

On those rare occasions, super amazing good days leave me so thankful, so overjoyed, 
and a little bit nervous. Because I know that, even though every good gift is from God 
and He has good plans for my life, trouble is most likely around the corner. As the pastor 
at our old church used to say, “If you haven’t faced this particular problem, buckle up.”

I’m not sure this looming fear of what’s around the bend is a good approach to life in gen-
eral. But this not-counting-chickens-before-they-hatch thing has made me wonder about 
how I view the more challenging times. When life gets hard, when easy street is a distant 
memory, when nothing goes right at all, do I treat those seasons as temporary the way I 
do my good days?

When the lights are red and I get a speeding ticket, when the puppy chews on my new 
shoes, when the baby has a terrible rash, when my daughter brings home a note for talking 
back in class, do I think to myself, Buckle up, because this is when things get really good?

Most often, I don’t. I get bogged down in the everyday and the diffi cult, and I forget. I 
forget about God’s plans for good in my life. I focus on words like, “Ugh! Not again!” or 
“That’s not fair!” or “Why me?” and I fail to pull up truth and encouragement like, “And if 
our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?”

But that’s it. God is for us. And nothing—no bad day, no rough week, no hard season—
can stop that. Nothing! No Debbie Downer reaction, no loss of hope, no belief that bless-
ings are fl eeting while problems are forever will make God’s love any less real or any less 
true. He is for us. He loves us. Not even my attitude or outlook can change that. I pray that 
today you rest in this truth. Nothing can separate you from God’s love.

Daily Grace
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Author Index, page 1848

45-Rom.indd   1588 7/26/18   10:42 AM

43



ISRAEL’S REJECTION NOT FINAL
11  I  ask,  then,  have  they stum bled  so  as  to 
 fall? Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  by  their 
trans gres sion, sal va tion  has  come  to  the Gen­
tiles  to  make Is ra el jeal ous. 12  Now  if  their 
trans gres sion  brings rich es  for  the  world, 
 and  their fail ure rich es  for  the Gen tiles,  how 
 much  more  will  their full ness  bring!

13  Now  I  am speak ing  to  you Gen tiles. Inso­
far  as  I  am  an apos tle  to  the Gen tiles,  I mag­
ni fy  my min is try, 14  if  I  might some how  make 
 my  own peo ple A jeal ous  and  save  some  of 
 them. 15  For  if  their re jec tion  brings rec on­
cil ia tion  to  the  world,  what  will  their ac cep­
tance  mean  but  life  from  the  dead? 16  Now  if 
 the first fruits  are  holy,  so  is  the  whole  batch. 
 And  if  the  root  is  holy,  so  are  the branch es.

17  Now  if  some  of  the branch es  were bro­
ken  off,  and  you,  though  a  wild ol ive  branch, 
 were graft ed  in  among  them  and  have  come 
 to  share  in  the  rich  root B  of  the cul ti vat ed 
ol ive  tree, 18  do  not  boast  that  you  are bet­
ter  than  those branch es.  But  if  you  do  boast  
—   you  do  not sus tain  the  root,  but  the  root 
sus tains  you. 19  Then  you  will  say, “Branch es 
 were bro ken  off  so  that  I  might  be graft ed  in.” 
20  True  enough;  they  were bro ken  off be cause 
 of un be lief,  but  you  stand  by  faith.  Do  not  be 
ar ro gant,  but be ware, C 21 be cause  if  God  did 
 not  spare  the nat u ral branch es,  he  will  not 
 spare  you ei ther. 22 There fore, con sid er  God’s 
kind ness  and severity: severity to ward  those 
 who  have fall en  but  God’s kind ness to ward 
 you  —   if  you re main  in  his kind ness. Oth­
er wise  you  too  will  be  cut  off. 23  And  even 
 they,  if  they  do  not re main  in un be lief,  will 
 be graft ed  in, be cause  God  has  the pow er  to 
 graft  them  in  again. 24  For  if  you  were  cut  off 
 from  your na tive  wild ol ive  tree  and  against 
na ture  were graft ed  into  a cul ti vat ed ol ive 
 tree,  how  much  more  will  these  —   the nat u­
ral branch es  —   be graft ed  into  their  own ol­
ive  tree?

25  I  don’t  want  you  to  be ig no rant  of  this 
mys tery, broth ers  and sis ters,  so  that  you 
 will  not  be con ceit ed:  A par tial hard en ing 
 has  come  upon Is ra el un til  the full ness  of  the 
Gen tiles  has  come  in. 26  And  in  this  way  all D 
Is ra el  will  be  saved,  as  it  is writ ten,
  The Deliverer will come from Zion;
  he will turn godlessness away 

from Jacob.
 27 And this will be my covenant 

with them E

  when I take away their sins. F

28 Re gard ing  the gos pel,  they  are en e mies  for 
 your ad van tage,  but re gard ing elec tion,  they 
 are  loved be cause  of  the pa tri archs, 29  since 
 God’s gra cious  gifts  and call ing  are ir rev o ca­
ble. G 30  As  you  once dis obeyed  God  but  now 
 have re ceived mer cy  through  their dis obe di­
ence, 31  so  they  too  have  now dis obeyed, result­
ing  in mer cy  to  you,  so  that  they  also  may  now H 
re ceive mer cy. 32  For  God  has im pris oned  all  in 
dis obe di ence  so  that  he  may  have mer cy  on  all.

A HYMN OF PRAISE
 33 Oh, the depth of the riches
  both of the wisdom 

and of the knowledge of God!
  How unsearchable his judgments
  and untraceable his ways!
 34 For who has known the mind 

of the Lord?
  Or who has been his counselor?
 35 And who has ever given to God,
  that he should be repaid? I

 36 For from him and through him
  and to him are all things.
  To him be the glory forever. Amen.

A LIVING SACRIFICE

12 There fore, broth ers  and sis ters,  in 
 view  of  the mercies  of  God,  I  urge  you 

 to pre sent  your bod ies  as  a liv ing sac ri fice, 
 holy  and pleas ing  to  God;  this  is  your  true 
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 heart, “ Who  will  go  up  to heav en? ” A  that  is, 
 to  bring  Christ  down 7  or, “ Who  will  go  down 
 into  the  abyss? ” B  that  is,  to  bring  Christ  up 
 from  the  dead. 8  On  the con trary,  what  does 
 it  say?  The mes sage  is  near  you,  in  your 
 mouth  and  in  your  heart. C  This  is  the mes­
sage  of  faith  that  we pro claim: 9  If  you con fess 
 with  your  mouth, “ Jesus  is  Lord,”  and be lieve 
 in  your  heart  that  God  raised  him  from  the 
 dead,  you  will  be  saved. 10  One be lieves  with 
 the  heart, resulting  in righ teous ness,  and  one 
con fess es  with  the  mouth, resulting  in sal va­
tion. 11  For  the Scrip ture  says, Ev ery one  who 
be lieves  on  him  will  not  be  put  to  shame, D 
12  since  there  is  no dis tinc tion be tween  Jew 
 and  Greek, be cause  the  same  Lord  of  all rich­
ly bless es  all  who  call  on  him. 13  For ev ery one 
 who  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  be 
 saved. E

ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF THE MESSAGE
14  How,  then,  can  they  call  on  him  they  have 
 not be lieved  in?  And  how  can  they be lieve 
with out hear ing  about  him?  And  how  can 
 they  hear with out  a preach er? 15  And  how 
 can  they  preach un less  they  are  sent?  As  it 
 is writ ten:  How beau ti ful F  are  the  feet  of 
 those  who  bring  good  news. G 16  But  not 
 all  obeyed  the gos pel.  For Isa iah  says,  Lord, 
 who  has be lieved  our mes sage? H 17  So  faith 
 comes  from  what  is  heard,  and  what  is  heard 
 comes  through  the mes sage  about  Christ. I 
18  But  I  ask, “ Did  they  not  hear? ”  Yes,  they  did:
  Their voice has gone out to 

the whole earth,
  and their words to the ends 

of the world. J

19  But  I  ask, “ Did Is ra el  not un der stand? ”  First, 
Mo ses  said,
  I will make you jealous
  of those who are not a nation;
  I will make you angry by a nation
  that lacks understanding. K

20  And Isa iah  says bold ly,
  I was found
  by those who were not looking 

for me;
  I revealed myself
  to those who were not asking  

for me. L

21  But  to Is ra el  he  says,  All  day  long  I  have 
 held  out  my  hands  to  a dis obe di ent  and de­
fi ant peo ple. M

ISRAEL’S REJECTION NOT TOTAL

11  I  ask,  then,  has  God re ject ed  his peo­
ple? Ab so lute ly  not!  For  I  too  am  an 

Is ra el ite,  a de scen dant  of Abra ham,  from 
 the  tribe  of Ben ja min. 2  God  has  not re ject ed 
 his peo ple  whom  he fore knew.  Or  don’t  you 
 know  what  the Scrip ture  says  in  the pas­
sage  about Eli jah  —   how  he  pleads  with  God 
 against Is ra el? 3  Lord,  they  have  killed  your 
proph ets  and  torn  down  your al tars.  I  am 
 the  only  one  left,  and  they  are try ing  to 
 take  my  life! N 4  But  what  was  God’s an swer 
 to  him?  I  have  left sev en thou sand  for my­
self  who  have  not  bowed  down  to  Baal. O 5  In 
 the  same  way,  then,  there  is  also  at  the pre s­
ent  time  a rem nant cho sen  by  grace. 6  Now  if 
 by  grace,  then  it  is  not  by  works; oth er wise 
 grace ceases  to  be  grace. P

7  What  then? Is ra el  did  not  find  what  it  was 
look ing  for,  but  the  elect  did  find  it.  The  rest 
 were hard ened, 8  as  it  is writ ten,
  God gave them a spirit of stupor,
  eyes that cannot see
  and ears that cannot hear,
  to this day. Q

9  And Da vid  says,
  Let their table become a snare 

and a trap,
  a pitfall and a retribution to them.
 10 Let their eyes be darkened 

so that they cannot see,
  and their backs be bent continually. R
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ISRAEL’S REJECTION NOT FINAL
11  I  ask,  then,  have  they stum bled  so  as  to 
 fall? Ab so lute ly  not!  On  the con trary,  by  their 
trans gres sion, sal va tion  has  come  to  the Gen­
tiles  to  make Is ra el jeal ous. 12  Now  if  their 
trans gres sion  brings rich es  for  the  world, 
 and  their fail ure rich es  for  the Gen tiles,  how 
 much  more  will  their full ness  bring!

13  Now  I  am speak ing  to  you Gen tiles. Inso­
far  as  I  am  an apos tle  to  the Gen tiles,  I mag­
ni fy  my min is try, 14  if  I  might some how  make 
 my  own peo ple A jeal ous  and  save  some  of 
 them. 15  For  if  their re jec tion  brings rec on­
cil ia tion  to  the  world,  what  will  their ac cep­
tance  mean  but  life  from  the  dead? 16  Now  if 
 the first fruits  are  holy,  so  is  the  whole  batch. 
 And  if  the  root  is  holy,  so  are  the branch es.

17  Now  if  some  of  the branch es  were bro­
ken  off,  and  you,  though  a  wild ol ive  branch, 
 were graft ed  in  among  them  and  have  come 
 to  share  in  the  rich  root B  of  the cul ti vat ed 
ol ive  tree, 18  do  not  boast  that  you  are bet­
ter  than  those branch es.  But  if  you  do  boast  
—   you  do  not sus tain  the  root,  but  the  root 
sus tains  you. 19  Then  you  will  say, “Branch es 
 were bro ken  off  so  that  I  might  be graft ed  in.” 
20  True  enough;  they  were bro ken  off be cause 
 of un be lief,  but  you  stand  by  faith.  Do  not  be 
ar ro gant,  but be ware, C 21 be cause  if  God  did 
 not  spare  the nat u ral branch es,  he  will  not 
 spare  you ei ther. 22 There fore, con sid er  God’s 
kind ness  and severity: severity to ward  those 
 who  have fall en  but  God’s kind ness to ward 
 you  —   if  you re main  in  his kind ness. Oth­
er wise  you  too  will  be  cut  off. 23  And  even 
 they,  if  they  do  not re main  in un be lief,  will 
 be graft ed  in, be cause  God  has  the pow er  to 
 graft  them  in  again. 24  For  if  you  were  cut  off 
 from  your na tive  wild ol ive  tree  and  against 
na ture  were graft ed  into  a cul ti vat ed ol ive 
 tree,  how  much  more  will  these  —   the nat u­
ral branch es  —   be graft ed  into  their  own ol­
ive  tree?

25  I  don’t  want  you  to  be ig no rant  of  this 
mys tery, broth ers  and sis ters,  so  that  you 
 will  not  be con ceit ed:  A par tial hard en ing 
 has  come  upon Is ra el un til  the full ness  of  the 
Gen tiles  has  come  in. 26  And  in  this  way  all D 
Is ra el  will  be  saved,  as  it  is writ ten,
  The Deliverer will come from Zion;
  he will turn godlessness away 

from Jacob.
 27 And this will be my covenant 

with them E

  when I take away their sins. F

28 Re gard ing  the gos pel,  they  are en e mies  for 
 your ad van tage,  but re gard ing elec tion,  they 
 are  loved be cause  of  the pa tri archs, 29  since 
 God’s gra cious  gifts  and call ing  are ir rev o ca­
ble. G 30  As  you  once dis obeyed  God  but  now 
 have re ceived mer cy  through  their dis obe di­
ence, 31  so  they  too  have  now dis obeyed, result­
ing  in mer cy  to  you,  so  that  they  also  may  now H 
re ceive mer cy. 32  For  God  has im pris oned  all  in 
dis obe di ence  so  that  he  may  have mer cy  on  all.

A HYMN OF PRAISE
 33 Oh, the depth of the riches
  both of the wisdom 

and of the knowledge of God!
  How unsearchable his judgments
  and untraceable his ways!
 34 For who has known the mind 

of the Lord?
  Or who has been his counselor?
 35 And who has ever given to God,
  that he should be repaid? I

 36 For from him and through him
  and to him are all things.
  To him be the glory forever. Amen.

A LIVING SACRIFICE

12 There fore, broth ers  and sis ters,  in 
 view  of  the mercies  of  God,  I  urge  you 

 to pre sent  your bod ies  as  a liv ing sac ri fice, 
 holy  and pleas ing  to  God;  this  is  your  true 
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 heart, “ Who  will  go  up  to heav en? ” A  that  is, 
 to  bring  Christ  down 7  or, “ Who  will  go  down 
 into  the  abyss? ” B  that  is,  to  bring  Christ  up 
 from  the  dead. 8  On  the con trary,  what  does 
 it  say?  The mes sage  is  near  you,  in  your 
 mouth  and  in  your  heart. C  This  is  the mes­
sage  of  faith  that  we pro claim: 9  If  you con fess 
 with  your  mouth, “ Jesus  is  Lord,”  and be lieve 
 in  your  heart  that  God  raised  him  from  the 
 dead,  you  will  be  saved. 10  One be lieves  with 
 the  heart, resulting  in righ teous ness,  and  one 
con fess es  with  the  mouth, resulting  in sal va­
tion. 11  For  the Scrip ture  says, Ev ery one  who 
be lieves  on  him  will  not  be  put  to  shame, D 
12  since  there  is  no dis tinc tion be tween  Jew 
 and  Greek, be cause  the  same  Lord  of  all rich­
ly bless es  all  who  call  on  him. 13  For ev ery one 
 who  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  be 
 saved. E

ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF THE MESSAGE
14  How,  then,  can  they  call  on  him  they  have 
 not be lieved  in?  And  how  can  they be lieve 
with out hear ing  about  him?  And  how  can 
 they  hear with out  a preach er? 15  And  how 
 can  they  preach un less  they  are  sent?  As  it 
 is writ ten:  How beau ti ful F  are  the  feet  of 
 those  who  bring  good  news. G 16  But  not 
 all  obeyed  the gos pel.  For Isa iah  says,  Lord, 
 who  has be lieved  our mes sage? H 17  So  faith 
 comes  from  what  is  heard,  and  what  is  heard 
 comes  through  the mes sage  about  Christ. I 
18  But  I  ask, “ Did  they  not  hear? ”  Yes,  they  did:
  Their voice has gone out to 

the whole earth,
  and their words to the ends 

of the world. J

19  But  I  ask, “ Did Is ra el  not un der stand? ”  First, 
Mo ses  said,
  I will make you jealous
  of those who are not a nation;
  I will make you angry by a nation
  that lacks understanding. K

20  And Isa iah  says bold ly,
  I was found
  by those who were not looking 

for me;
  I revealed myself
  to those who were not asking  

for me. L

21  But  to Is ra el  he  says,  All  day  long  I  have 
 held  out  my  hands  to  a dis obe di ent  and de­
fi ant peo ple. M

ISRAEL’S REJECTION NOT TOTAL

11  I  ask,  then,  has  God re ject ed  his peo­
ple? Ab so lute ly  not!  For  I  too  am  an 

Is ra el ite,  a de scen dant  of Abra ham,  from 
 the  tribe  of Ben ja min. 2  God  has  not re ject ed 
 his peo ple  whom  he fore knew.  Or  don’t  you 
 know  what  the Scrip ture  says  in  the pas­
sage  about Eli jah  —   how  he  pleads  with  God 
 against Is ra el? 3  Lord,  they  have  killed  your 
proph ets  and  torn  down  your al tars.  I  am 
 the  only  one  left,  and  they  are try ing  to 
 take  my  life! N 4  But  what  was  God’s an swer 
 to  him?  I  have  left sev en thou sand  for my­
self  who  have  not  bowed  down  to  Baal. O 5  In 
 the  same  way,  then,  there  is  also  at  the pre s­
ent  time  a rem nant cho sen  by  grace. 6  Now  if 
 by  grace,  then  it  is  not  by  works; oth er wise 
 grace ceases  to  be  grace. P

7  What  then? Is ra el  did  not  find  what  it  was 
look ing  for,  but  the  elect  did  find  it.  The  rest 
 were hard ened, 8  as  it  is writ ten,
  God gave them a spirit of stupor,
  eyes that cannot see
  and ears that cannot hear,
  to this day. Q

9  And Da vid  says,
  Let their table become a snare 

and a trap,
  a pitfall and a retribution to them.
 10 Let their eyes be darkened 

so that they cannot see,
  and their backs be bent continually. R

A 10:6 Dt 9:4; 30:12   B 10:7 Dt 30:13   C 10:8 Dt 30:14   D 10:11 Is 28:16   E 10:13 Jl 2:32   F 10:15 Or welcome, or timely   
G 10:15 Is 52:7; Nah 1:15   H 10:16 Is 53:1   I 10:17 Other mss read God   J 10:18 Ps 19:4   K 10:19 Dt 32:21   L 10:20 Is 
65:1   M 10:21 Is 65:2   N 11:3 1Kg 19:10,14   O 11:4 1Kg 19:18   P 11:6 Other mss add But if of works it is no longer 
grace; otherwise work is no longer work.   Q 11:8 Dt 29:4; Is 29:10   R 11:9-10 Ps 69:22-23

1590

ROMANS 10-11

45-Rom.indd   1590 7/26/18   10:42 AM

45



wor ship. A 2  Do  not  be con formed  to  this  age, 
 but  be trans formed  by  the re new ing  of  your 
 mind,  so  that  you  may dis cern  what  is  the 
 good, pleas ing,  and per fect  will  of  God.

MANY GIFTS BUT ONE BODY
3  For  by  the  grace giv en  to  me,  I  tell ev ery­
one  among  you  not  to  think  of him self  more 
high ly  than  he  should  think. In stead,  think 
sensibly,  as  God  has dis trib ut ed  a mea sure 
 of  faith  to  each  one. 4  Now  as  we  have  many 
 parts  in  one  body,  and  all  the  parts  do  not 
 have  the  same func tion, 5  in  the  same  way 
 we  who  are  many  are  one  body  in  Christ 
 and in di vid u al ly mem bers  of  one an oth er. 
6 Ac cord ing  to  the  grace giv en  to  us,  we  have 
diff  er ent  gifts:  If proph e cy,  use  it ac cord ing 
 to  the pro por tion  of  one’s B  faith; 7  if ser vice, 
 use  it  in ser vice;  if teach ing,  in teach ing; 8  if 
exhorting,  in ex hor ta tion; giv ing,  with gen­
er os i ty; lead ing,  with dil i gence; show ing 
mer cy,  with cheerfulness.

CHRISTIAN ETHICS
9  Let  love  be with out hy poc ri sy. De test  evil; 
 cling  to  what  is  good. 10  Love  one an oth er 
deep ly  as broth ers  and sis ters. Outdo  one 
an oth er  in show ing hon or. 11  Do  not  lack dil­
i gence  in  zeal;  be fer vent  in  the Spir it; C  serve 
 the  Lord. 12 Re joice  in  hope;  be pa tient  in af­
fl iction;  be persistent  in  prayer. 13  Share  with 
 the  saints  in  their  needs; pur sue hos pi tal i ty. 
14  Bless  those  who per se cute  you;  bless  and 
 do  not  curse. 15 Re joice  with  those  who re­
joice;  weep  with  those  who  weep. 16  Live  in 
har mo ny  with  one an oth er.  Do  not  be  proud; 
in stead, as so ci ate  with  the hum ble.  Do  not 
 be  wise  in  your  own estimation. 17  Do  not re­
pay any one  evil  for  evil.  Give care ful  thought 
 to  do  what  is hon or able  in ev ery one’s  eyes. 
18  If pos si ble,  as  far  as  it de pends  on  you, 
 live  at  peace  with ev ery one. 19  Friends,  do 
 not  avenge your selves; in stead,  leave  room 

 for  God’s  wrath, be cause  it  is writ ten, Ven­
geance be longs  to  me;  I  will re pay, D  says  the 
 Lord. 20  But
  If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
  If he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink.
  For in so doing
  you will be heaping fi ery coals 

on his head. E

21  Do  not  be con quered  by  evil,  but con quer 
 evil  with  good.

A CHRISTIAN’S DUTIES TO THE STATE

13  Let ev ery one sub mit  to  the gov ern­
ing au thor i ties,  since  there  is  no au­

thor i ty ex cept  from  God,  and  the au thor i ties 
 that ex ist  are in sti tut ed  by  God. 2  So  then, 
 the  one  who re sists  the au thor i ty  is op pos­
ing  God’s com mand,  and  those  who op pose 
 it  will  bring judg ment  on them selves. 3  For 
rul ers  are  not  a ter ror  to  good con duct,  but 
 to  bad.  Do  you  want  to  be un afraid  of  the au­
thor i ty?  Do  what  is  good,  and  you  will  have 
 its ap prov al. 4  For  it  is  God’s ser vant  for  your 
 good.  But  if  you  do  wrong,  be  afraid, be cause 
 it  does  not car ry  the  sword  for  no rea son.  For 
 it  is  God’s ser vant,  an aveng er  that  brings 
 wrath  on  the  one  who  does  wrong. 5 There­
fore,  you  must sub mit,  not  only be cause  of 
 wrath  but  also be cause  of  your con science. 
6  And  for  this rea son  you  pay tax es,  since  the 
au thor i ties  are  God’s ser vants, con tin u al ly 
at tend ing  to  these  tasks. F 7  Pay  your ob li ga­
tions  to ev ery one: tax es  to  those  you  owe 
tax es, tolls  to  those  you  owe tolls, re spect  to 
 those  you  owe re spect,  and hon or  to  those 
 you  owe hon or.

LOVE, OUR PRIMARY DUTY
8  Do  not  owe any one any thing, ex cept  to  love 
 one an oth er,  for  the  one  who  loves an oth er 
 has ful fi lled  the  law. 9  The com mand ments, 
 Do  not com mit adul tery;  do  not mur der; 

A 12:1 Or your reasonable service   B 12:6 Or the, also in v. 19   C 12:11 Or in spirit   D 12:19 Dt 32:35   E 12:20 Pr 25:21-22   
F 13:6 Lit to this very thing
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Choosing to Thrive
ROMANS 12:2

For the first ten years of my faith journey, my understanding of the Bible was depen-
dent on Sunday school classes and small group studies. My prayer time was more like 
leaving a text message with God when I urgently needed something. All that changed 
when one of my best friends called me out on my commitment to God. She said, “I’m 
concerned that God is nothing more than an item on your to-do list. If you really want to 
grow in your faith, you need to give Him your time, not just your demands.”

She was right. Like a clumsy toddler learning how to walk, I began a habit of meeting with 
God each day. As soon as my daughters went down for their afternoon nap, I headed for 
the couch and read my Bible—closing my eyes to the laundry, dishwasher, and emails 
beckoning my attention. Within months, I could see fruit from the dedication of this time, 
and I felt closer to the Lord.

Over the next few years, I moved my quiet time to the mornings and committed to reading 
the whole Bible. It took three grace-marked years. Now when I look upon that worn-down 
Bible, I feel the warmth of God’s love and mercy, knowing it was His sustaining power 
that enabled me to accomplish such a feat as a young mom nursing her twins and chasing 
them through their toddler years.

I remember dreaming of the day when all the kids would head off to school and I would 
fi nally have uninterrupted, unrushed hours with the Lord. If only. Instead of oodles of time, 
I came upon oodles of demands on my time. When all my children fi nally entered school, 
and I found myself fi nally alone, I fi lled my schedule to the brim. Like a racehorse let out of 
the gates, I began to feel like I must sprint through each minute, especially if I was going 
to meet the “must do” tasks.

Yes, I was committed to giving God a portion of my time, but my heart was numbing 
out. God ended up back on my checklist of things to do each day, and I could sense the 
damage to my spiritual life. Even though I spent one or two mornings a week with God, it 
wasn’t enough. I was feeling more and more parched. I knew I needed more than what I 
was getting—and giving—to God.

I was desperate for change and remembered what my friend once challenged me to 
do—to get into the Word. I want to be that friend for you. In Romans 12, Paul encourages 
us to renew our minds. We do this through time in God’s Word. I’ve learned the hard way 
what can happen when I neglect to spend time each day with Him. As I steep myself in 
Scripture, I see God move in my life. I go from parched to refreshed, from despairing to 
humbly redirected, from striving to thriving.

And so can you.

Second Chances
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

Author Index, page 1845
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wor ship. A 2  Do  not  be con formed  to  this  age, 
 but  be trans formed  by  the re new ing  of  your 
 mind,  so  that  you  may dis cern  what  is  the 
 good, pleas ing,  and per fect  will  of  God.

MANY GIFTS BUT ONE BODY
3  For  by  the  grace giv en  to  me,  I  tell ev ery­
one  among  you  not  to  think  of him self  more 
high ly  than  he  should  think. In stead,  think 
sensibly,  as  God  has dis trib ut ed  a mea sure 
 of  faith  to  each  one. 4  Now  as  we  have  many 
 parts  in  one  body,  and  all  the  parts  do  not 
 have  the  same func tion, 5  in  the  same  way 
 we  who  are  many  are  one  body  in  Christ 
 and in di vid u al ly mem bers  of  one an oth er. 
6 Ac cord ing  to  the  grace giv en  to  us,  we  have 
diff  er ent  gifts:  If proph e cy,  use  it ac cord ing 
 to  the pro por tion  of  one’s B  faith; 7  if ser vice, 
 use  it  in ser vice;  if teach ing,  in teach ing; 8  if 
exhorting,  in ex hor ta tion; giv ing,  with gen­
er os i ty; lead ing,  with dil i gence; show ing 
mer cy,  with cheerfulness.

CHRISTIAN ETHICS
9  Let  love  be with out hy poc ri sy. De test  evil; 
 cling  to  what  is  good. 10  Love  one an oth er 
deep ly  as broth ers  and sis ters. Outdo  one 
an oth er  in show ing hon or. 11  Do  not  lack dil­
i gence  in  zeal;  be fer vent  in  the Spir it; C  serve 
 the  Lord. 12 Re joice  in  hope;  be pa tient  in af­
fl iction;  be persistent  in  prayer. 13  Share  with 
 the  saints  in  their  needs; pur sue hos pi tal i ty. 
14  Bless  those  who per se cute  you;  bless  and 
 do  not  curse. 15 Re joice  with  those  who re­
joice;  weep  with  those  who  weep. 16  Live  in 
har mo ny  with  one an oth er.  Do  not  be  proud; 
in stead, as so ci ate  with  the hum ble.  Do  not 
 be  wise  in  your  own estimation. 17  Do  not re­
pay any one  evil  for  evil.  Give care ful  thought 
 to  do  what  is hon or able  in ev ery one’s  eyes. 
18  If pos si ble,  as  far  as  it de pends  on  you, 
 live  at  peace  with ev ery one. 19  Friends,  do 
 not  avenge your selves; in stead,  leave  room 

 for  God’s  wrath, be cause  it  is writ ten, Ven­
geance be longs  to  me;  I  will re pay, D  says  the 
 Lord. 20  But
  If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
  If he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink.
  For in so doing
  you will be heaping fi ery coals 

on his head. E

21  Do  not  be con quered  by  evil,  but con quer 
 evil  with  good.

A CHRISTIAN’S DUTIES TO THE STATE

13  Let ev ery one sub mit  to  the gov ern­
ing au thor i ties,  since  there  is  no au­

thor i ty ex cept  from  God,  and  the au thor i ties 
 that ex ist  are in sti tut ed  by  God. 2  So  then, 
 the  one  who re sists  the au thor i ty  is op pos­
ing  God’s com mand,  and  those  who op pose 
 it  will  bring judg ment  on them selves. 3  For 
rul ers  are  not  a ter ror  to  good con duct,  but 
 to  bad.  Do  you  want  to  be un afraid  of  the au­
thor i ty?  Do  what  is  good,  and  you  will  have 
 its ap prov al. 4  For  it  is  God’s ser vant  for  your 
 good.  But  if  you  do  wrong,  be  afraid, be cause 
 it  does  not car ry  the  sword  for  no rea son.  For 
 it  is  God’s ser vant,  an aveng er  that  brings 
 wrath  on  the  one  who  does  wrong. 5 There­
fore,  you  must sub mit,  not  only be cause  of 
 wrath  but  also be cause  of  your con science. 
6  And  for  this rea son  you  pay tax es,  since  the 
au thor i ties  are  God’s ser vants, con tin u al ly 
at tend ing  to  these  tasks. F 7  Pay  your ob li ga­
tions  to ev ery one: tax es  to  those  you  owe 
tax es, tolls  to  those  you  owe tolls, re spect  to 
 those  you  owe re spect,  and hon or  to  those 
 you  owe hon or.

LOVE, OUR PRIMARY DUTY
8  Do  not  owe any one any thing, ex cept  to  love 
 one an oth er,  for  the  one  who  loves an oth er 
 has ful fi lled  the  law. 9  The com mand ments, 
 Do  not com mit adul tery;  do  not mur der; 
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Choosing to Thrive
ROMANS 12:2

For the first ten years of my faith journey, my understanding of the Bible was depen-
dent on Sunday school classes and small group studies. My prayer time was more like 
leaving a text message with God when I urgently needed something. All that changed 
when one of my best friends called me out on my commitment to God. She said, “I’m 
concerned that God is nothing more than an item on your to-do list. If you really want to 
grow in your faith, you need to give Him your time, not just your demands.”

She was right. Like a clumsy toddler learning how to walk, I began a habit of meeting with 
God each day. As soon as my daughters went down for their afternoon nap, I headed for 
the couch and read my Bible—closing my eyes to the laundry, dishwasher, and emails 
beckoning my attention. Within months, I could see fruit from the dedication of this time, 
and I felt closer to the Lord.

Over the next few years, I moved my quiet time to the mornings and committed to reading 
the whole Bible. It took three grace-marked years. Now when I look upon that worn-down 
Bible, I feel the warmth of God’s love and mercy, knowing it was His sustaining power 
that enabled me to accomplish such a feat as a young mom nursing her twins and chasing 
them through their toddler years.

I remember dreaming of the day when all the kids would head off to school and I would 
fi nally have uninterrupted, unrushed hours with the Lord. If only. Instead of oodles of time, 
I came upon oodles of demands on my time. When all my children fi nally entered school, 
and I found myself fi nally alone, I fi lled my schedule to the brim. Like a racehorse let out of 
the gates, I began to feel like I must sprint through each minute, especially if I was going 
to meet the “must do” tasks.

Yes, I was committed to giving God a portion of my time, but my heart was numbing 
out. God ended up back on my checklist of things to do each day, and I could sense the 
damage to my spiritual life. Even though I spent one or two mornings a week with God, it 
wasn’t enough. I was feeling more and more parched. I knew I needed more than what I 
was getting—and giving—to God.

I was desperate for change and remembered what my friend once challenged me to 
do—to get into the Word. I want to be that friend for you. In Romans 12, Paul encourages 
us to renew our minds. We do this through time in God’s Word. I’ve learned the hard way 
what can happen when I neglect to spend time each day with Him. As I steep myself in 
Scripture, I see God move in my life. I go from parched to refreshed, from despairing to 
humbly redirected, from striving to thriving.

And so can you.

Second Chances
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

Author Index, page 1845
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 do  not  steal; A  do  not cov et; B  and  any oth er 
com mand ment,  are  summed  up  by  this com­
mand ment:  Love  your neigh bor  as your­
self. C 10  Love  does  no  wrong  to  a neigh bor. 
 Love, there fore,  is  the ful fi ll ment  of  the  law.

PUT ON CHRIST
11 Be sides  this,  since  you  know  the  time,  it  is 
al ready  the  hour  for  you D  to  wake  up  from 
 sleep, be cause  now  our sal va tion  is near er 
 than  when  we  fi rst be lieved. 12  The  night  is 
near ly  over,  and  the  day  is  near;  so  let  us dis­
card  the  deeds  of dark ness  and  put  on  the ar­
mor  of  light. 13  Let  us  walk  with de cen cy,  as  in 
 the day time:  not  in ca rous ing  and drunk en­
ness;  not  in sex u al im pu ri ty  and pro mis cu i ty; 
 not  in quar rel ing  and jeal ou sy. 14  But  put  on 
 the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  don’t  make  plans  to 
grat i fy  the de sires  of  the  fl esh.

THE LAW OF LIBERTY

14 Ac cept any one  who  is  weak  in  faith, 
 but  don’t ar gue  about dis put ed mat­

ters. 2  One per son be lieves  he  may  eat any­
thing,  while  one  who  is  weak  eats  only 
veg e ta bles. 3  One  who  eats  must  not  look 
 down  on  one  who  does  not  eat,  and  one  who 
 does  not  eat  must  not  judge  one  who  does, 
be cause  God  has ac cept ed  him. 4  Who  are  you 
 to  judge an oth er’s house hold ser vant? Be fore 
 his  own  Lord  he  stands  or  falls.  And  he  will 
 stand, be cause  the  Lord  is  able E  to  make  him 
 stand.

5  One per son judg es  one  day  to  be  more 
im por tant  than an oth er  day. Some one  else 
judg es ev ery  day  to  be  the  same.  Let  each  one 
 be ful ly con vinced  in  his  own  mind. 6 Who ev­
er ob serves  the  day, ob serves  it  for  the hon or 
 of  the  Lord. F Who ev er  eats,  eats  for  the  Lord, 
 since  he  gives  thanks  to  God;  and who ev er 
 does  not  eat,  it  is  for  the  Lord  that  he  does 
 not  eat  it,  and  he  gives  thanks  to  God. 7  For 
 none  of  us  lives  for him self,  and  no  one  dies 

 for him self. 8  If  we  live,  we  live  for  the  Lord; 
 and  if  we  die,  we  die  for  the  Lord. There fore, 
wheth er  we  live  or  die,  we be long  to  the  Lord. 
9  Christ  died  and re turned  to  life  for  this:  that 
 he  might  be  Lord  over  both  the  dead  and 
 the liv ing. 10  But  you,  why  do  you  judge  your 
broth er  or sis ter?  Or  you,  why  do  you de spise 
 your broth er  or sis ter?  For  we  will  all  stand 
be fore  the judg ment  seat  of  God. G 11  For  it  is 
writ ten,
  As I live, says the Lord,
  every knee will bow to me,
  and every tongue will give praise 

to God. H

12  So  then,  each  of  us  will  give  an ac count  of 
him self  to  God.

THE LAW OF LOVE
13 There fore,  let  us  no lon ger  judge  one an oth­
er. In stead de cide nev er  to  put  a stum bling 
 block  or pitfall  in  the  way  of  your broth er  or 
sis ter. 14  I  know  and  am per suad ed  in  the  Lord 
 Jesus  that noth ing  is un clean  in it self.  Still, 
 to some one  who con sid ers  a  thing  to  be un­
clean,  to  that  one  it  is un clean. 15  For  if  your 
broth er  or sis ter  is  hurt  by  what  you  eat,  you 
 are  no lon ger walk ing ac cord ing  to  love.  Do 
 not de stroy,  by  what  you  eat, some one  for 
 whom  Christ  died. 16 There fore,  do  not  let 
 your  good  be slan dered, 17  for  the king dom  of 
 God  is  not eat ing  and drink ing,  but righ teous­
ness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy Spir it. 18 Who­
ev er  serves  Christ  in  this  way  is ac cept able  to 
 God  and re ceives hu man ap prov al.

19  So  then,  let  us pur sue  what pro motes 
 peace  and  what  builds  up  one an oth er. 20  Do 
 not  tear  down  God’s  work be cause  of  food. 
Ev ery thing  is  clean,  but  it  is  wrong  to  make 
some one  fall  by  what  he  eats. 21  It  is  a  good 
 thing  not  to  eat  meat,  or  drink  wine,  or  do 
any thing  that  makes  your broth er  or sis­
ter stum ble. I 22 What ev er  you be lieve  about 
 these  things,  keep be tween your self  and  God. 

A 13:9 Other mss add do not bear false witness   B 13:9 Ex 20:13-17; Dt 5:17-21   C 13:9 Lv 19:18   D 13:11 Other mss 
read for us   E 14:4 Other mss read For God has the power   F 14:6 Other mss add but whoever does not observe the 
day, it is to the Lord that he does not observe it   G 14:10 Other mss read of Christ   H 14:11 Is 45:23; 49:18   
I 14:21 Other mss add or offended or weakened
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Always Be Eager
ROMANS 12:13

After my mother-in-law passed away, I wanted to be alone. My only desire was to sit 
in my room wearing my gray sweatpants and cry. I did do that quite a bit, but I was forced 
out into the open by the guests we kept having day after day. A wise friend came over ear-
ly on and put easy-to-serve groceries in our fridge—sliced meats, cheese, and crackers. 
At fi rst I thought this strange, having seen casserole after casserole after my grandpa’s 
passing when I was younger.

But this gift was a gift that kept giving. As more and more people showed up, I found 
myself out of my room, welcoming people in, and grabbing snacks from the fridge as the 
Holy Spirit somehow helped me show hospitality and gratitude at a time when I would 
rather have been moping around like Eeyore all day.

Our Lord knows us and knows what is best for us. We are encouraged to practice hospital-
ity. While we might see entertaining as a burden, with the right spirit it can be a gift that 
strangely gives back. The house need not be perfect, or the food fancy, but we must have 
our hearts right—eager to practice hospitality.

While being friendly and generous to receive our guests, we are blessed in a way we could 
not manufacture through any amount of comfy pajamas or tubs of ice cream. To welcome 
others is to do the work of God. May we be equipped, ever-ready with salami and cheese 
in hand, eager to practice hospitality, even in the toughest of times.

“Share with the saints in their needs, pursue hospitality” (Rm 12:13). 

What is your attitude toward unexpected guests? Do you fi nd yourself resentful or both-
ered as your regular schedule is changed? What might it look like to practice radical and 
creative hospitality the next time someone shows up at your door?

Imperfect Hospitality
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Author Index, page 1845
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 do  not  steal; A  do  not cov et; B  and  any oth er 
com mand ment,  are  summed  up  by  this com­
mand ment:  Love  your neigh bor  as your­
self. C 10  Love  does  no  wrong  to  a neigh bor. 
 Love, there fore,  is  the ful fi ll ment  of  the  law.

PUT ON CHRIST
11 Be sides  this,  since  you  know  the  time,  it  is 
al ready  the  hour  for  you D  to  wake  up  from 
 sleep, be cause  now  our sal va tion  is near er 
 than  when  we  fi rst be lieved. 12  The  night  is 
near ly  over,  and  the  day  is  near;  so  let  us dis­
card  the  deeds  of dark ness  and  put  on  the ar­
mor  of  light. 13  Let  us  walk  with de cen cy,  as  in 
 the day time:  not  in ca rous ing  and drunk en­
ness;  not  in sex u al im pu ri ty  and pro mis cu i ty; 
 not  in quar rel ing  and jeal ou sy. 14  But  put  on 
 the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  don’t  make  plans  to 
grat i fy  the de sires  of  the  fl esh.

THE LAW OF LIBERTY

14 Ac cept any one  who  is  weak  in  faith, 
 but  don’t ar gue  about dis put ed mat­

ters. 2  One per son be lieves  he  may  eat any­
thing,  while  one  who  is  weak  eats  only 
veg e ta bles. 3  One  who  eats  must  not  look 
 down  on  one  who  does  not  eat,  and  one  who 
 does  not  eat  must  not  judge  one  who  does, 
be cause  God  has ac cept ed  him. 4  Who  are  you 
 to  judge an oth er’s house hold ser vant? Be fore 
 his  own  Lord  he  stands  or  falls.  And  he  will 
 stand, be cause  the  Lord  is  able E  to  make  him 
 stand.

5  One per son judg es  one  day  to  be  more 
im por tant  than an oth er  day. Some one  else 
judg es ev ery  day  to  be  the  same.  Let  each  one 
 be ful ly con vinced  in  his  own  mind. 6 Who ev­
er ob serves  the  day, ob serves  it  for  the hon or 
 of  the  Lord. F Who ev er  eats,  eats  for  the  Lord, 
 since  he  gives  thanks  to  God;  and who ev er 
 does  not  eat,  it  is  for  the  Lord  that  he  does 
 not  eat  it,  and  he  gives  thanks  to  God. 7  For 
 none  of  us  lives  for him self,  and  no  one  dies 

 for him self. 8  If  we  live,  we  live  for  the  Lord; 
 and  if  we  die,  we  die  for  the  Lord. There fore, 
wheth er  we  live  or  die,  we be long  to  the  Lord. 
9  Christ  died  and re turned  to  life  for  this:  that 
 he  might  be  Lord  over  both  the  dead  and 
 the liv ing. 10  But  you,  why  do  you  judge  your 
broth er  or sis ter?  Or  you,  why  do  you de spise 
 your broth er  or sis ter?  For  we  will  all  stand 
be fore  the judg ment  seat  of  God. G 11  For  it  is 
writ ten,
  As I live, says the Lord,
  every knee will bow to me,
  and every tongue will give praise 

to God. H

12  So  then,  each  of  us  will  give  an ac count  of 
him self  to  God.

THE LAW OF LOVE
13 There fore,  let  us  no lon ger  judge  one an oth­
er. In stead de cide nev er  to  put  a stum bling 
 block  or pitfall  in  the  way  of  your broth er  or 
sis ter. 14  I  know  and  am per suad ed  in  the  Lord 
 Jesus  that noth ing  is un clean  in it self.  Still, 
 to some one  who con sid ers  a  thing  to  be un­
clean,  to  that  one  it  is un clean. 15  For  if  your 
broth er  or sis ter  is  hurt  by  what  you  eat,  you 
 are  no lon ger walk ing ac cord ing  to  love.  Do 
 not de stroy,  by  what  you  eat, some one  for 
 whom  Christ  died. 16 There fore,  do  not  let 
 your  good  be slan dered, 17  for  the king dom  of 
 God  is  not eat ing  and drink ing,  but righ teous­
ness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy Spir it. 18 Who­
ev er  serves  Christ  in  this  way  is ac cept able  to 
 God  and re ceives hu man ap prov al.

19  So  then,  let  us pur sue  what pro motes 
 peace  and  what  builds  up  one an oth er. 20  Do 
 not  tear  down  God’s  work be cause  of  food. 
Ev ery thing  is  clean,  but  it  is  wrong  to  make 
some one  fall  by  what  he  eats. 21  It  is  a  good 
 thing  not  to  eat  meat,  or  drink  wine,  or  do 
any thing  that  makes  your broth er  or sis­
ter stum ble. I 22 What ev er  you be lieve  about 
 these  things,  keep be tween your self  and  God. 

A 13:9 Other mss add do not bear false witness   B 13:9 Ex 20:13-17; Dt 5:17-21   C 13:9 Lv 19:18   D 13:11 Other mss 
read for us   E 14:4 Other mss read For God has the power   F 14:6 Other mss add but whoever does not observe the 
day, it is to the Lord that he does not observe it   G 14:10 Other mss read of Christ   H 14:11 Is 45:23; 49:18   
I 14:21 Other mss add or offended or weakened
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Always Be Eager
ROMANS 12:13

After my mother-in-law passed away, I wanted to be alone. My only desire was to sit 
in my room wearing my gray sweatpants and cry. I did do that quite a bit, but I was forced 
out into the open by the guests we kept having day after day. A wise friend came over ear-
ly on and put easy-to-serve groceries in our fridge—sliced meats, cheese, and crackers. 
At fi rst I thought this strange, having seen casserole after casserole after my grandpa’s 
passing when I was younger.

But this gift was a gift that kept giving. As more and more people showed up, I found 
myself out of my room, welcoming people in, and grabbing snacks from the fridge as the 
Holy Spirit somehow helped me show hospitality and gratitude at a time when I would 
rather have been moping around like Eeyore all day.

Our Lord knows us and knows what is best for us. We are encouraged to practice hospital-
ity. While we might see entertaining as a burden, with the right spirit it can be a gift that 
strangely gives back. The house need not be perfect, or the food fancy, but we must have 
our hearts right—eager to practice hospitality.

While being friendly and generous to receive our guests, we are blessed in a way we could 
not manufacture through any amount of comfy pajamas or tubs of ice cream. To welcome 
others is to do the work of God. May we be equipped, ever-ready with salami and cheese 
in hand, eager to practice hospitality, even in the toughest of times.

“Share with the saints in their needs, pursue hospitality” (Rm 12:13). 

What is your attitude toward unexpected guests? Do you fi nd yourself resentful or both-
ered as your regular schedule is changed? What might it look like to practice radical and 
creative hospitality the next time someone shows up at your door?

Imperfect Hospitality
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1832

Author Index, page 1845
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 Blessed  is  the  one  who  does  not con demn 
him self  by  what  he ap proves. 23  But who ev er 
 doubts  stands con demned  if  he  eats, be cause 
 his eat ing  is  not  from  faith, A  and ev ery thing 
 that  is  not  from  faith  is  sin.

PLEASING OTHERS, NOT OURSELVES

15  Now  we  who  are  strong  have  an ob li­
ga tion  to  bear  the weak ness es  of  those 

with out  strength,  and  not  to  please our selves. 
2  Each  one  of  us  is  to  please  his neigh bor  for 
 his  good,  to  build  him  up. 3  For  even  Christ 
 did  not  please him self.  On  the con trary,  as  it 
 is writ ten,  The in sults  of  those  who in sult 
 you  have fall en  on  me. B 4  For what ev er  was 
writ ten  in  the  past  was writ ten  for  our in­
struc tion,  so  that  we  may  have  hope  through 
en dur ance  and  through  the encouragement 
 from  the Scrip tures. 5  Now  may  the  God  who 
 gives C en dur ance  and encouragement  grant 
 you  to  live  in har mo ny  with  one an oth er, 
ac cord ing  to  Christ  Jesus, 6  so  that  you  may 
glo ri fy  the  God  and Fa ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
 Christ  with  one  mind  and  one  voice.

GLORIFYING GOD TOGETHER
7 There fore ac cept  one an oth er,  just  as  Christ 
 also ac cept ed  you,  to  the glo ry  of  God. 8  For  I 
 say  that  Christ be came  a ser vant  of  the cir cum­
cised D  on be half  of  God’s  truth,  to con fi rm  the 
prom is es  to  the fa thers, 9  and  so  that Gen tiles 
 may glo ri fy  God  for  his mer cy.  As  it  is writ ten,
  Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles,
  and I will sing praise to your name. E

10  Again  it  says, Re joice,  you Gen tiles,  with 
 his peo ple! F 11  And  again,
  Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
  let all the peoples praise him! G

12  And  again, Isa iah  says,
  The root of Jesse will appear,
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
  the Gentiles will hope in him. H

13  Now  may  the  God  of  hope  fi ll  you  with  all 
 joy  and  peace  as  you be lieve  so  that  you  may 
over fl ow  with  hope  by  the pow er  of  the  Holy 
Spir it.

FROM JERUSALEM TO ILLYRICUM
14  My broth ers  and sis ters,  I my self  am con­
vinced  about  you  that  you  also  are  full  of 
good ness,  fi lled  with  all knowl edge,  and  able 
 to in struct  one an oth er. 15 Nev er the less,  I  have 
writ ten  to re mind  you  more bold ly  on  some 
 points I be cause  of  the  grace giv en  me  by  God 
16  to  be  a min is ter  of  Christ  Jesus  to  the Gen­
tiles, serv ing  as  a  priest  of  the gos pel  of  God. 
 My pur pose  is  that  the Gen tiles  may  be  an 
ac cept able off  er ing, sanc ti fi ed  by  the  Holy 
Spir it. 17 There fore  I  have rea son  to  boast  in 
 Christ  Jesus re gard ing  what pertains  to  God. 
18  For  I  would  not  dare  say any thing ex cept 
 what  Christ  has ac com plished  through  me  by 
 word  and  deed  for  the obe di ence  of  the Gen­
tiles, 19  by  the pow er  of mi rac u lous  signs  and 
won ders,  and  by  the pow er  of  God’s Spir it.  As 
 a re sult,  I  have ful ly pro claimed  the gos pel  of 
 Christ  from Je ru sa lem  all  the  way  around  to 
Il lyr i cum. J 20  My  aim  is  to  preach  the gos pel 
 where  Christ  has  not  been  named,  so  that  I 
 will  not  build  on some one  else’s foun da tion, 
21  but,  as  it  is writ ten,
  Those who were not told about him 

will see,
  and those who have not heard 

will understand. K

PAUL’S TRAVEL PLANS
22  That  is  why  I  have  been pre vent ed  many 
 times  from com ing  to  you. 23  But  now  I  no 
lon ger  have  any  work  to  do  in  these re gions, L 
 and  I  have strong ly de sired  for  many  years  to 
 come  to  you 24 when ev er  I trav el  to  Spain. M 
 For  I  hope  to  see  you  when  I  pass  through  and 
 to  be as sist ed  by  you  for  my jour ney  there, 
 once  I  have  fi rst en joyed  your com pa ny  for  a 

A 14:23 Or conviction   B 15:3 Ps 69:9   C 15:5 Lit God of   D 15:8 The Jews   E 15:9 2Sm 22:50; Ps 18:49   F 15:10 Dt 32:43   
G 15:11 Ps 117:1   H 15:12 Is 11:10   I 15:15 Other mss add brothers   J 15:19 A Roman province northwest of Greece 
on the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea   K 15:21 Is 52:15   L 15:23 Lit now, having no longer a place in these parts   
M 15:24 Other mss add I will come to you.
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The Loneliest Star
ROMANS 13:12

Yesterday was the first day of autumn. Our two hemispheres receive the sun’s rays 
equally for a spell—night and day, standing side-by-side, neither one outreaching the 
other. We call it the equinox. Only it doesn’t feel equal to me. The morning is slow in com-
ing, and evening slips down over the horizon too quickly. The sun is stingy with her light, 
and the days seem to end before we’re ready for the dark.

There was a time when people were more in tune with the rhythms of nature, when the 
sky was their clock and calendar. We see this evidenced in ancient man-made structures 
such as the Intihuatana Stone at Machu Picchu in Peru. This unassuming stone structure 
has been shown to precisely date the equinoxes and other celestial events. The shadow 
the stone casts tracks the journey of the sun across the sky throughout the year.

The night sky, too, announces autumn, with certain constellations moving into prominent 
view. But also, there rises in the southern sky what some call the “Loneliest Star”—also 
known as the “Lonely One”—since it’s the only bright star in that part of the sky this time 
of year.

Last night, I went outside and searched the horizon for the brightest star. It did, indeed, 
look lonely in the broad expanse of the night sky. As I stood under that twinkling canopy, 
I felt a kinship with the Lonely One. A sweet yearning pulled at my heartstrings as I stood 
alone among the songs of cicadas and crickets. Sometimes this feeling of emptiness can 
be big enough to swallow me whole. The urge to fall into that well of darkness is strong 
at times.

In Romans 13:12, the apostle Paul says, “The night is nearly over and the day is near; so let 
us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” He’s telling us we have a 
choice to make. Spiritually speaking, in this tired world, it’s not yet day and it’s not quite 
night. Both are right here, within our grasp. And even though we may have chosen the 
way of light, the darkness is still present, clinging to our skin like the damp air of night.

I think the ancient people, with their keen awareness of the rhythms of nature, under-
stood the dueling forces of dark and light much better than we do. I’m trying to notice 
the rhythms built into this earth more. I study the way of the honeybee, knee deep in the 
goldenrod. I watch the birds and butterfl ies shed a new season as they fl ock southerly. 
I am earthbound. Still, I make a choice—a choice to see this longing inside of me as 
something good, something made of light. It is a longing for life the way our good God 
intended it to be.

Daily Grace
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1828

Author Index, page 1847
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 Blessed  is  the  one  who  does  not con demn 
him self  by  what  he ap proves. 23  But who ev er 
 doubts  stands con demned  if  he  eats, be cause 
 his eat ing  is  not  from  faith, A  and ev ery thing 
 that  is  not  from  faith  is  sin.

PLEASING OTHERS, NOT OURSELVES

15  Now  we  who  are  strong  have  an ob li­
ga tion  to  bear  the weak ness es  of  those 

with out  strength,  and  not  to  please our selves. 
2  Each  one  of  us  is  to  please  his neigh bor  for 
 his  good,  to  build  him  up. 3  For  even  Christ 
 did  not  please him self.  On  the con trary,  as  it 
 is writ ten,  The in sults  of  those  who in sult 
 you  have fall en  on  me. B 4  For what ev er  was 
writ ten  in  the  past  was writ ten  for  our in­
struc tion,  so  that  we  may  have  hope  through 
en dur ance  and  through  the encouragement 
 from  the Scrip tures. 5  Now  may  the  God  who 
 gives C en dur ance  and encouragement  grant 
 you  to  live  in har mo ny  with  one an oth er, 
ac cord ing  to  Christ  Jesus, 6  so  that  you  may 
glo ri fy  the  God  and Fa ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
 Christ  with  one  mind  and  one  voice.

GLORIFYING GOD TOGETHER
7 There fore ac cept  one an oth er,  just  as  Christ 
 also ac cept ed  you,  to  the glo ry  of  God. 8  For  I 
 say  that  Christ be came  a ser vant  of  the cir cum­
cised D  on be half  of  God’s  truth,  to con fi rm  the 
prom is es  to  the fa thers, 9  and  so  that Gen tiles 
 may glo ri fy  God  for  his mer cy.  As  it  is writ ten,
  Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles,
  and I will sing praise to your name. E

10  Again  it  says, Re joice,  you Gen tiles,  with 
 his peo ple! F 11  And  again,
  Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
  let all the peoples praise him! G

12  And  again, Isa iah  says,
  The root of Jesse will appear,
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
  the Gentiles will hope in him. H

13  Now  may  the  God  of  hope  fi ll  you  with  all 
 joy  and  peace  as  you be lieve  so  that  you  may 
over fl ow  with  hope  by  the pow er  of  the  Holy 
Spir it.

FROM JERUSALEM TO ILLYRICUM
14  My broth ers  and sis ters,  I my self  am con­
vinced  about  you  that  you  also  are  full  of 
good ness,  fi lled  with  all knowl edge,  and  able 
 to in struct  one an oth er. 15 Nev er the less,  I  have 
writ ten  to re mind  you  more bold ly  on  some 
 points I be cause  of  the  grace giv en  me  by  God 
16  to  be  a min is ter  of  Christ  Jesus  to  the Gen­
tiles, serv ing  as  a  priest  of  the gos pel  of  God. 
 My pur pose  is  that  the Gen tiles  may  be  an 
ac cept able off  er ing, sanc ti fi ed  by  the  Holy 
Spir it. 17 There fore  I  have rea son  to  boast  in 
 Christ  Jesus re gard ing  what pertains  to  God. 
18  For  I  would  not  dare  say any thing ex cept 
 what  Christ  has ac com plished  through  me  by 
 word  and  deed  for  the obe di ence  of  the Gen­
tiles, 19  by  the pow er  of mi rac u lous  signs  and 
won ders,  and  by  the pow er  of  God’s Spir it.  As 
 a re sult,  I  have ful ly pro claimed  the gos pel  of 
 Christ  from Je ru sa lem  all  the  way  around  to 
Il lyr i cum. J 20  My  aim  is  to  preach  the gos pel 
 where  Christ  has  not  been  named,  so  that  I 
 will  not  build  on some one  else’s foun da tion, 
21  but,  as  it  is writ ten,
  Those who were not told about him 

will see,
  and those who have not heard 

will understand. K

PAUL’S TRAVEL PLANS
22  That  is  why  I  have  been pre vent ed  many 
 times  from com ing  to  you. 23  But  now  I  no 
lon ger  have  any  work  to  do  in  these re gions, L 
 and  I  have strong ly de sired  for  many  years  to 
 come  to  you 24 when ev er  I trav el  to  Spain. M 
 For  I  hope  to  see  you  when  I  pass  through  and 
 to  be as sist ed  by  you  for  my jour ney  there, 
 once  I  have  fi rst en joyed  your com pa ny  for  a 

A 14:23 Or conviction   B 15:3 Ps 69:9   C 15:5 Lit God of   D 15:8 The Jews   E 15:9 2Sm 22:50; Ps 18:49   F 15:10 Dt 32:43   
G 15:11 Ps 117:1   H 15:12 Is 11:10   I 15:15 Other mss add brothers   J 15:19 A Roman province northwest of Greece 
on the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea   K 15:21 Is 52:15   L 15:23 Lit now, having no longer a place in these parts   
M 15:24 Other mss add I will come to you.
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The Loneliest Star
ROMANS 13:12

Yesterday was the first day of autumn. Our two hemispheres receive the sun’s rays 
equally for a spell—night and day, standing side-by-side, neither one outreaching the 
other. We call it the equinox. Only it doesn’t feel equal to me. The morning is slow in com-
ing, and evening slips down over the horizon too quickly. The sun is stingy with her light, 
and the days seem to end before we’re ready for the dark.

There was a time when people were more in tune with the rhythms of nature, when the 
sky was their clock and calendar. We see this evidenced in ancient man-made structures 
such as the Intihuatana Stone at Machu Picchu in Peru. This unassuming stone structure 
has been shown to precisely date the equinoxes and other celestial events. The shadow 
the stone casts tracks the journey of the sun across the sky throughout the year.

The night sky, too, announces autumn, with certain constellations moving into prominent 
view. But also, there rises in the southern sky what some call the “Loneliest Star”—also 
known as the “Lonely One”—since it’s the only bright star in that part of the sky this time 
of year.

Last night, I went outside and searched the horizon for the brightest star. It did, indeed, 
look lonely in the broad expanse of the night sky. As I stood under that twinkling canopy, 
I felt a kinship with the Lonely One. A sweet yearning pulled at my heartstrings as I stood 
alone among the songs of cicadas and crickets. Sometimes this feeling of emptiness can 
be big enough to swallow me whole. The urge to fall into that well of darkness is strong 
at times.

In Romans 13:12, the apostle Paul says, “The night is nearly over and the day is near; so let 
us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” He’s telling us we have a 
choice to make. Spiritually speaking, in this tired world, it’s not yet day and it’s not quite 
night. Both are right here, within our grasp. And even though we may have chosen the 
way of light, the darkness is still present, clinging to our skin like the damp air of night.

I think the ancient people, with their keen awareness of the rhythms of nature, under-
stood the dueling forces of dark and light much better than we do. I’m trying to notice 
the rhythms built into this earth more. I study the way of the honeybee, knee deep in the 
goldenrod. I watch the birds and butterfl ies shed a new season as they fl ock southerly. 
I am earthbound. Still, I make a choice—a choice to see this longing inside of me as 
something good, something made of light. It is a longing for life the way our good God 
intended it to be.

Daily Grace
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 you. A 7  Greet An dro ni cus  and Junia,  my fel­
low  Jews B  and fel low pris on ers.  They  are 
noteworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the apos tles, C  and 
 they  were  also  in  Christ be fore  me. 8  Greet 
Am pli a tus,  my  dear  friend  in  the  Lord. 9  Greet 
Ur ba nus,  our co work er  in  Christ,  and  my 
 dear  friend Sta chys. 10  Greet Apel les,  who  is 
ap proved  in  Christ.  Greet  those  who be long 
 to  the house hold  of Aris to bu lus. 11  Greet He­
ro di on,  my fel low  Jew. D  Greet  those  who be­
long  to  the house hold  of Nar cis sus  who  are 
 in  the  Lord. 12  Greet Tryphaena  and Try pho sa, 
 who  have  worked  hard  in  the  Lord.  Greet  my 
 dear  friend Per sis,  who  has  worked  very  hard 
 in  the  Lord. 13  Greet Ru fus, cho sen  in  the  Lord; 
 also  his moth er  —   and  mine. 14  Greet Asyn­
cri tus, Phle gon, Her mes, Pat ro bas, Her mas, 
 and  the broth ers  and sis ters  who  are  with 
 them. 15  Greet Phi lol o gus  and Jul ia, Ne reus 
 and  his sis ter,  and Olym pas,  and  all  the  saints 
 who  are  with  them. 16  Greet  one an oth er  with 
 a  holy  kiss.  All  the church es  of  Christ  send 
 you greet ings.

WARNING AGAINST DIVISIVE PEOPLE
17  Now  I  urge  you, broth ers  and sis ters,  to 
 watch  out  for  those  who cre ate di vi sions  and 
ob sta cles con trary  to  the teach ing  that  you 
 learned.  Avoid  them, 18 be cause  such peo ple 
 do  not  serve  our  Lord  Christ  but  their  own 
ap pe tites. E  They de ceive  the  hearts  of  the 

un sus pect ing  with  smooth  talk  and flat ter ing 
 words.

PAUL’S GRACIOUS CONCLUSION
19  The re port  of  your obe di ence  has  reached 
ev ery one. There fore  I re joice  over  you,  but  I 
 want  you  to  be  wise  about  what  is  good,  and 
 yet in no cent  about  what  is  evil. 20  The  God  of 
 peace  will  soon  crush Sa tan un der  your  feet. 
 The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you.

21 Tim o thy,  my co work er,  and Lu ci us, Ja son, 
 and So sip a ter,  my fel low coun try men,  greet 
 you.

22  I Ter ti us,  who  wrote  this let ter,  greet  you 
 in  the  Lord. F

23 Ga ius,  who  is  host  to  me  and  to  the  whole 
 church,  greets  you. Eras tus,  the  city trea sur­
er,  and  our broth er Quar tus  greet  you. G

GLORY TO GOD
25  Now  to  him  who  is  able  to strength en  you 
ac cord ing  to  my gos pel  and  the proc la ma­
tion  about  Jesus  Christ, ac cord ing  to  the rev­
e la tion  of  the mys tery  kept si lent  for  long 
 ages 26  but  now re vealed  and  made  known 
 through  the pro phet ic Scrip tures, ac cord ing 
 to  the com mand  of  the eter nal  God  to ad­
vance  the obe di ence  of  faith  among  all  the 
Gen tiles  —   27  to  the  only  wise  God,  through 
 Jesus  Christ  —   to  him  be  the glo ry for ev er! H 
 Amen.

A 16:6 Other mss read us   B 16:7 Or family members   C 16:7 Or They are noteworthy among the apostles   D 16:11 Or 
family member   E 16:18 Lit belly   F 16:22 Or letter in the Lord, greet you   G 16:23 Some mss include v. 24: The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.   H 16:25-27 Other mss have these vv. at the end of chap. 14 or 15.
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 while. 25  Right  now  I  am trav el ing  to Je ru sa­
lem  to  serve  the  saints, 26 be cause Mac e do nia 
 and Acha ia  were  pleased  to  make  a con tri bu­
tion  for  the  poor  among  the  saints  in Je ru­
sa lem. 27  Yes,  they  were  pleased,  and in deed 
 are indebted  to  them.  For  if  the Gen tiles  have 
 shared  in  their spir i tu al ben e fi ts,  then  they 
 are ob li gat ed  to min is ter  to  them  in ma teri­
al  needs. 28  So  when  I  have fi n ished  this  and 
safe ly de liv ered  the funds A  to  them, B  I  will 
vis it  you  on  the  way  to  Spain. 29  I  know  that 
 when  I  come  to  you,  I  will  come  in  the full ness 
 of  the bless ing C  of  Christ.

30  Now  I ap peal  to  you, broth ers  and sis ters, 
 through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  through 
 the  love  of  the Spir it,  to  strive to geth er  with 
 me  in fer vent  prayers  to  God  on  my be half. 
31  Pray  that  I  may  be res cued  from  the un be­
liev ers  in Ju dea,  that  my min is try  to D Je ru­
sa lem  may  be ac cept able  to  the  saints, 32  and 
 that,  by  God’s  will,  I  may  come  to  you  with  joy 
 and  be re freshed to geth er  with  you.

33  May  the  God  of  peace  be  with  all  of  you. 
 Amen.

PAUL’S COMMENDATION OF PHOEBE

16  I com mend  to  you  our sis ter Phoe be, 
 who  is  a ser vant E  of  the  church  in Cen­

chreae. 2  So  you  should wel come  her  in  the 
 Lord  in  a man ner wor thy  of  the  saints  and as­
sist  her  in what ev er mat ter  she  may re quire 
 your  help.  For in deed  she  has  been  a benefac­
tor  of  many  —   and  of  me  also.

GREETING TO ROMAN CHRISTIANS
3  Give  my greet ings  to Prisca F  and Aq ui la, 
 my co work ers  in  Christ  Jesus, 4  who  risked 
 their  own  necks  for  my  life.  Not  only  do  I 
 thank  them,  but  so  do  all  the Gen tile church­
es. 5  Greet  also  the  church  that  meets  in  their 
 home.  Greet  my  dear  friend Epaenetus,  who 
 is  the  fi rst con vert G  to  Christ  from  Asia. H 
6  Greet  Mary, I  who  has  worked  very  hard  for 

Meet 

Phoebe
A WOMAN OF 

Gratitude
ROMANS 16

Phoebe was a servant of the 
church in Cenchreae and a 
benefactor of many, including 
Paul, who expressed his gratitude 
for all she had done to help his 
work of spreading the gospel. 
Not much is said about Phoebe 
in Scripture, but it’s clear that 
Paul was thankful for her. After 
a long discourse to the Romans 
about their faith, Paul stopped to 
share his gratitude for his faithful 
friend. He commended her 
service as exemplary of the kind 
of generosity that is so invaluable 
in the kingdom of God. Paul also 
asked the Romans to welcome her 
in a manner worthy of the saints 
because her work of serving and 
supporting his ministry was as 
important as the ministry itself.

A 15:28 Lit delivered this fruit   B 15:28 Or and placed my seal of approval on this fruit for them   C 15:29 Other mss 
add of the gospel   D 15:31 Lit that my service for   E 16:1 Others interpret this term in a technical sense: deacon, or 
deaconess, or minister, or courier   F 16:3 Traditionally, Priscilla, as in Ac 18:2,18,26   G 16:5 Lit the fi rstfruits   
H 16:5 Other mss read Achaia   I 16:6 Or Maria
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 you. A 7  Greet An dro ni cus  and Junia,  my fel­
low  Jews B  and fel low pris on ers.  They  are 
noteworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the apos tles, C  and 
 they  were  also  in  Christ be fore  me. 8  Greet 
Am pli a tus,  my  dear  friend  in  the  Lord. 9  Greet 
Ur ba nus,  our co work er  in  Christ,  and  my 
 dear  friend Sta chys. 10  Greet Apel les,  who  is 
ap proved  in  Christ.  Greet  those  who be long 
 to  the house hold  of Aris to bu lus. 11  Greet He­
ro di on,  my fel low  Jew. D  Greet  those  who be­
long  to  the house hold  of Nar cis sus  who  are 
 in  the  Lord. 12  Greet Tryphaena  and Try pho sa, 
 who  have  worked  hard  in  the  Lord.  Greet  my 
 dear  friend Per sis,  who  has  worked  very  hard 
 in  the  Lord. 13  Greet Ru fus, cho sen  in  the  Lord; 
 also  his moth er  —   and  mine. 14  Greet Asyn­
cri tus, Phle gon, Her mes, Pat ro bas, Her mas, 
 and  the broth ers  and sis ters  who  are  with 
 them. 15  Greet Phi lol o gus  and Jul ia, Ne reus 
 and  his sis ter,  and Olym pas,  and  all  the  saints 
 who  are  with  them. 16  Greet  one an oth er  with 
 a  holy  kiss.  All  the church es  of  Christ  send 
 you greet ings.

WARNING AGAINST DIVISIVE PEOPLE
17  Now  I  urge  you, broth ers  and sis ters,  to 
 watch  out  for  those  who cre ate di vi sions  and 
ob sta cles con trary  to  the teach ing  that  you 
 learned.  Avoid  them, 18 be cause  such peo ple 
 do  not  serve  our  Lord  Christ  but  their  own 
ap pe tites. E  They de ceive  the  hearts  of  the 

un sus pect ing  with  smooth  talk  and flat ter ing 
 words.

PAUL’S GRACIOUS CONCLUSION
19  The re port  of  your obe di ence  has  reached 
ev ery one. There fore  I re joice  over  you,  but  I 
 want  you  to  be  wise  about  what  is  good,  and 
 yet in no cent  about  what  is  evil. 20  The  God  of 
 peace  will  soon  crush Sa tan un der  your  feet. 
 The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you.

21 Tim o thy,  my co work er,  and Lu ci us, Ja son, 
 and So sip a ter,  my fel low coun try men,  greet 
 you.

22  I Ter ti us,  who  wrote  this let ter,  greet  you 
 in  the  Lord. F

23 Ga ius,  who  is  host  to  me  and  to  the  whole 
 church,  greets  you. Eras tus,  the  city trea sur­
er,  and  our broth er Quar tus  greet  you. G

GLORY TO GOD
25  Now  to  him  who  is  able  to strength en  you 
ac cord ing  to  my gos pel  and  the proc la ma­
tion  about  Jesus  Christ, ac cord ing  to  the rev­
e la tion  of  the mys tery  kept si lent  for  long 
 ages 26  but  now re vealed  and  made  known 
 through  the pro phet ic Scrip tures, ac cord ing 
 to  the com mand  of  the eter nal  God  to ad­
vance  the obe di ence  of  faith  among  all  the 
Gen tiles  —   27  to  the  only  wise  God,  through 
 Jesus  Christ  —   to  him  be  the glo ry for ev er! H 
 Amen.

A 16:6 Other mss read us   B 16:7 Or family members   C 16:7 Or They are noteworthy among the apostles   D 16:11 Or 
family member   E 16:18 Lit belly   F 16:22 Or letter in the Lord, greet you   G 16:23 Some mss include v. 24: The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.   H 16:25-27 Other mss have these vv. at the end of chap. 14 or 15.
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 while. 25  Right  now  I  am trav el ing  to Je ru sa­
lem  to  serve  the  saints, 26 be cause Mac e do nia 
 and Acha ia  were  pleased  to  make  a con tri bu­
tion  for  the  poor  among  the  saints  in Je ru­
sa lem. 27  Yes,  they  were  pleased,  and in deed 
 are indebted  to  them.  For  if  the Gen tiles  have 
 shared  in  their spir i tu al ben e fi ts,  then  they 
 are ob li gat ed  to min is ter  to  them  in ma teri­
al  needs. 28  So  when  I  have fi n ished  this  and 
safe ly de liv ered  the funds A  to  them, B  I  will 
vis it  you  on  the  way  to  Spain. 29  I  know  that 
 when  I  come  to  you,  I  will  come  in  the full ness 
 of  the bless ing C  of  Christ.

30  Now  I ap peal  to  you, broth ers  and sis ters, 
 through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  through 
 the  love  of  the Spir it,  to  strive to geth er  with 
 me  in fer vent  prayers  to  God  on  my be half. 
31  Pray  that  I  may  be res cued  from  the un be­
liev ers  in Ju dea,  that  my min is try  to D Je ru­
sa lem  may  be ac cept able  to  the  saints, 32  and 
 that,  by  God’s  will,  I  may  come  to  you  with  joy 
 and  be re freshed to geth er  with  you.

33  May  the  God  of  peace  be  with  all  of  you. 
 Amen.

PAUL’S COMMENDATION OF PHOEBE

16  I com mend  to  you  our sis ter Phoe be, 
 who  is  a ser vant E  of  the  church  in Cen­

chreae. 2  So  you  should wel come  her  in  the 
 Lord  in  a man ner wor thy  of  the  saints  and as­
sist  her  in what ev er mat ter  she  may re quire 
 your  help.  For in deed  she  has  been  a benefac­
tor  of  many  —   and  of  me  also.

GREETING TO ROMAN CHRISTIANS
3  Give  my greet ings  to Prisca F  and Aq ui la, 
 my co work ers  in  Christ  Jesus, 4  who  risked 
 their  own  necks  for  my  life.  Not  only  do  I 
 thank  them,  but  so  do  all  the Gen tile church­
es. 5  Greet  also  the  church  that  meets  in  their 
 home.  Greet  my  dear  friend Epaenetus,  who 
 is  the  fi rst con vert G  to  Christ  from  Asia. H 
6  Greet  Mary, I  who  has  worked  very  hard  for 

Meet 

Phoebe
A WOMAN OF 

Gratitude
ROMANS 16

Phoebe was a servant of the 
church in Cenchreae and a 
benefactor of many, including 
Paul, who expressed his gratitude 
for all she had done to help his 
work of spreading the gospel. 
Not much is said about Phoebe 
in Scripture, but it’s clear that 
Paul was thankful for her. After 
a long discourse to the Romans 
about their faith, Paul stopped to 
share his gratitude for his faithful 
friend. He commended her 
service as exemplary of the kind 
of generosity that is so invaluable 
in the kingdom of God. Paul also 
asked the Romans to welcome her 
in a manner worthy of the saints 
because her work of serving and 
supporting his ministry was as 
important as the ministry itself.

A 15:28 Lit delivered this fruit   B 15:28 Or and placed my seal of approval on this fruit for them   C 15:29 Other mss 
add of the gospel   D 15:31 Lit that my service for   E 16:1 Others interpret this term in a technical sense: deacon, or 
deaconess, or minister, or courier   F 16:3 Traditionally, Priscilla, as in Ac 18:2,18,26   G 16:5 Lit the fi rstfruits   
H 16:5 Other mss read Achaia   I 16:6 Or Maria
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